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Shri Buta Singh, the Union Home Minister, going around the exhibition organised on the
occasion of the 49th Anniversary of the CRPF.
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Letter from the editor

There will be perhaps no year other than 1988 in the history of the CRPF
when as many as 38 Gallantry Medals, one Vir Chakra, one Sena Medal and
two Prime Minister's Life-Saving Medals may have been awarded to the
CRPF. This unique honour—of winning so many medals in a single year—
created an unprecedented situation that called for the holding of two
investitures, one on the occasion of the 49th anniversary of the Force and
the other a little earlier. This issue naturally higlights these functions.

The award of so many gallantry medals in one year is also a positive
proof of the Force’s standard of work in the country. It also reflects the hard
work and efforts made by the CRPF and the recognition that these received
at the hand of the Union Government. Most of these rewards have been won
by sacrifices made in the strife-torn state of Punjab. These successes and
sacrifices find due place in these pages.

To further improve the CRPF efficiency in the Punjab and the
neighbouring states, better communication cover is now available to the
CRPF units functioning in the area as a result of the creation of the 5th
Signal Battalion at Mohali, near Chandigarh. Featured in this issue is the
inaugural function of the Battalion which was attended among others by
Shri Rebeiro, former Director-General of the CRPF and now the Advisor to
the Governor of Punjab, who gave his analysis of the situation in the state.

Relevant to the situation prevailing in the states rocked by terrorism is
the article of Shri V. G. Kanetkar, the first Director General of the CRPF,
who writing on the third degree methods, states : “They know that such
torture is illegal. But few are candid enough to acknowledge that third
degree methods are not unavoidable. Crime can and must be detected only

by lawful means”.
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Third degree methods

A cop’s confessions

by
V. G. Kanetkar

WITH reports about deaths in police custody appearing with sickening

frequency, it is time police officers took firm stand against resort to third
degree methods. They know that such torture is illegal. But few are candid
enough to acknowledge that third degree methods are not unavoidable.
Crime can and must be detected only by lawful means.

My first brush with third degree methods (which is another name for



torture by law enforcement agencies) occurred, fortunately for me, at the
very beginning of my service in the police department. I was then working
as Assistant Superintendent of Police, East Khandesh (now Jalgaon) district
of Maharashtra. In September 1935, I received a telegram about a dacoity
from a police station in my sub-division. I promptly left for the place to
supervise the investigation. By the time I reached there, the sub-inspector
concerned had already made his own inquiries and rounded up about six
persons belonging to a tribe then classified as “criminal”. According to him,
they were definitely involved in the offence.

None of them, however, admitted having taken part in the crime. The
sub-inspector decided to try the very old method of investigation, namely, to
beat up one of the lot until he made a confession. I did not think that he was
doing anything wrong because at the time of taking over my charge, I was
solemnly warned by my predecessor that law and order could be maintained
in a district like East Khandesh, which was full of criminal tribes, only with
the help of a “danda” (baton or stick).

Next day the sub-inspector appeared before me with panic writ large on
his face. He informed me that the tortured person had fainted and all
attempts made to revive him had failed. I too, got scared, rushed to the
police station and saw the man. Luckily for me, as well as for the police
station, he regained consciousness after some household remedies were
tried. We all heaved a sigh of relief. To my disbelief, however, I learnt later
that the poor chap was denied food and, weak as he already was, he could
not stand the thrashing. Incidentally, it was discovered after three or four
months that an entirely different group of criminals had committed the
above offence.

This experience made me examine the issue afresh. Apart from the
illegality of the whole affair, if the person had died, I would have been
compelled to register an offence of murder against the sub-inspector,
causing me as the senior-most officer on the spot, no end of embarrassment
vis-a-vis my superiors and the public at large. It was true that I was not
present when the torture was in progress but I could not escape the moral
and also departmental responsibility for the tragedy, particularly if the SI
and those of his subordinates who had taken part in the beating had been
convicted and sent to jail if not to the gallows.

My eyes thus opened, I took a firm decision never to allow my



subordinates to indulge in this patently illegal method of investigation.
Wherever 1 was posted subsequently, I issued strict instructions to my
officers and men that third degree methods were clearly illegal, were
punishable under the Indian Penal Code and if any of them were found
indulging in them, I would most certainly take action against them
according to law. In one district, I actually suspended one otherwise capable
police inspector and prosecuted him for torturing a suspected person until he
died and then for dumping his body at night withip: the limits of a
neighbouring police station !

Exerting pressure

It is not very difficult to trace the origin of third degree methods in police
investigations. Charged as they are with the responsibility of detecting
crimes, the police frequently come across cases in which detection is
impossible unless some suspected person volunteers to make a confession
and produce corroborative evidence. If he, however, adamantly refuses to
co-operate in this manner, the only way to make him spill the beans is to
exert such physical or other pressure on him that he has no option but to
open his mouth and come clean.

The police have all along regarded this step as an easy way out,
particularly as the precincts of a police station are normally out of bounds
for people and very few outsiders come to know what is happening within
the inside lock-ups. Not only in India but also in many other countries,
including those in the West, torture of arrested individuals had been very
common until about a century or so back when people, becoming conscious
of human rights, starred protesting against it and laws were also framed to
banish this weapon from the police investigative armoury. Even now,
however, cases of third degree methods do occur but very occasionally in
the most advanced democratic countries. Citizens there rise in protest and
this has acted as an effective damper on police waywardness.

It must be conceded that police do occasionally get cases in which the
difference between successful and unsuccessful detection is very vital on
account of some peculiar factors and in the absence of any concrete clues,
they feel tempted to resort to unlawful means in order to achieve the desired
breakthrough. Here I can make a brief reference to my own experience
while chasing the notorious armed gang of dacoit Bhupat in the then state of
Saurashtra (now part of Gujarat) in 1952.



While investigating an outrage in which Bhupat’s gang had shot down 10
persons and injured several others, we came across one influential harbourer
of the dacoits. Our investigation showed that he had received the men early
that morning and hidden them somewhere. The gang had played havoc in
the State ,by murdering over 50 persons and looting property worth lakhs of
rupees.

To locate the gang had become our prime task. Try as we did, the above
person continued to disclaim all knowledge of the criminals. The urge to
give him a good thrashing was almost irresistible and it was with great
difficulty that I persuaded myself and my officers to desist from taking the
unlawful step. That we succeeded in liquidating the gang in the following
month by other and thoroughly lawful means is another story.

I can assert from my own experience that the quantum of successful
detection of offences as a result of practising third degree methods is not
higher than that achieved by persistent, lawful and intelligent investigation.
There is also the possibility that innocent persons came in for such
maltreatment just because the police suspicion falls on them. The timid or
less tough persons might even yield to the corporal punishment and make
confessions which are eventually found to be entirely untrue and clearly
made under duress. In any case, the net result of such illegal practices is that
it gives a thoroughly bad name to the police and widens the gulf between
them and the public.

The police, at least in democratic countries like India, must realise that
torture of persons in their custody is totally illegal and has been made
punishable by certain sections of the Indian Penal Code. It is, therefore, both
morally and legally wrong on their part to indulge in it, no matter what the
provocation. They cannot themselves break laws and yet have the cheek to
tell the people to always adhere to them. Subjecting to torture a person
rendered helpless as a result of arrest is no act of bravery, nor can it be
defended on any moral, leave aside legal, grounds and the police must
depend more on scientific aids now available to them such as fingerprint
bureaux, forensic laboratories, ballistic experts, electronic gadgets and so
on.

Even in the more technically advanced countries such as the US and the
UK, the police are not able to detect every offence reported to them. For
obvious reasons, detection in offences against property is much less than



that in offences against person, no matter how the police are equipped. The
police in India should not regard their performance as inferior and thus feel
the need to resort to utterly illegal methods. A perusal of annual crime
reports issued by some advanced countries shows that so far as detection is
concerned, we are not at all lagging behind despite our relative
backwardness. Why then do something which only alienates the police from
the people and gives them a bad name?

A heavy responsibility rests in this connection on the superior officers of
the police department, in particular its head. It is for them to read the law
and departmental manuals carefully and ensure that their subordinates do
not in any circumstance stray away from them. Influential persons
sometimes try to pressure the police into adopting illegal practices in
investigation but the police must resist them with firmness. If police officers
feel that all their efforts made according to law and with intelligent tenacity
do not produce expected results on account of some obstacles in the way
such as release on bail of confirmed criminals by courts on flimsy grounds
or interferencei8 by local politicians or any other reason, they should be
bold enough to tell the people why they have been unable to deliver the
goods. Such a frank disclosure is any day preferable to resort to unlawful
and repulsive investigation. If the failure, on the other hand, is due to
laziness or indifference on the part of their subordinates, it is for the higher
officers, with all the powers given to them departmentally, to discipline the
errant staff.

Courtesy: Indian Express



BONUS FOR STAFF OF CRPF PUBLIC
SCHOOL

The staff of the CRPF Public School will get one month’s pay as bonus.

This was announced by the CRPF Addl. Director General, Shri P. S.
Bhindar, at the first annual function of the school held at Rohini in New
Delhi on December 24.

Speaking as chief guest on the occasion, Shri P. S. Bhindar stated that the
opening of this school—the first of its kind among the paramilitary forces—
came as a boon for CRPF personnel who moved frequently from place to
place for maintaining law and order. As a result, the education of their
children used to suffer. With the opening of a hostel in the school, such
children can now complete their studies in one school.

Shri Bhindar praised the school authorities for establishing the school on
sound lines within one year. He said that a sum of about Rs. 41 lakhs has
been spent in this school from the contribution of CRPF personnel. He
regretted that the DDA which had been paid a cost of Rs. 28 lakhs had of
late increased the price by another Rs. 40 lakhs. Efforts were afoot to
persuade the DDA not to charge the extra amount.

The school, it may be stated, is presently functioning in semi-permanent
buildings and classes from kindergarten to VII class are being run. As the
time progresses higher classes will be added.

The Principal, Shri Suraj Prakash, stated that within a span of one year,



the school had made a place for itself in the field of sports. One of its
students, Amit Kumar won two gold medals in the National Shooting
Championship and another, Nitin Kumar won a medal in the National Judo
Championship.

The school, he said, had its own meteorological observatory, press club
and a club for gardening.

Smt. Shailaja Halarnkar inaugurated an exhibition of art work, science
work and handicrafts prepared by the students.

The school staff and children staged an entertaining variety programme
on the occasion.

Bal Bhavan in Gandhinagar

The Jawahar Bal Bhawan, a centre for children to develop their creative
talents, was inaugurated in the Group Centre campus in Gandhinagar by the
Gujarat Education Minister, Shri Hasmukh Bhai Patel, on November 15,
1988.

Sixty-eight children between 6 and 18 years of age are attending
needlecraft, painting, music and dance classes being held in the Bhawan.

Among others who attended trie inaugural function were the Director of
Gujarat Bal Bhawan, Shri Master Bhai Desai, the Executive Chairman of
Nehru Centenary Celebrations Samiti, Shri Haichar Khembolji, and DIGP,
CRPF, New Delhi, Shri Tilak Kak.

Risk Fund Grants

The next of kin of eighteen CRPF men who lost their lives were given
Rs. 5,94,000 out of Risk Fund, during December 1988.

Sixteen other CRPF men who were invalidated from service were paid
Rs. 2,40,000.

54 officers pass out of CRPF Academy



SHRI H. P. Bhatnagar, Director General of the Border Security Force, on

January 24 took salute at the passing out parade of the 20th batch of
Directly Appointed Gazetted Officers of the Central Reserve Police Force at
Mount Abu. The batch included 39 officers of the Central Reserve Police
Force, 9 of the Central Industrial Security Force and 6 of the SSB. Out of
the 39 Central Reserve Police Officers, six are women who will now take
potitions in the Mahila Battalion of the Central Reserve Police Force.

Speaking on the occasion, Shri Bhatnagar stated that the Central
Government was, to a large extent, depending upon the Central Reserve
Police Force for maintaining unity of the country. It was difficult for any
other force, said the Director General of the Border Security Force, to
compare itself with the Central Reserve Police Force which had glorious
traditions and had won laurels not only m the Punjab and the rest of the
country but also in Sri Lanka.

He congratulated the young officers for their excellent parade and turn-
out and exhorted all of them to be an example for those who follow them.



Presenting the Sword of Honour




Shri H P. Bhatnagar and Shri P. G. Halarnkar, the Director-Generals of BSF and CRPF
respectively, photographed alongwith senior officers of the CRPF and the officers who passed
out.

He paid tribute to the Internal Security Academy of the Central Reserve
Police Force at Mount Abu for being the nursery of the officers of a number
of Central forces and for providing the training on unarmed combat course,
rock climbing and counter-insurgency to all Central and State police
organizations in the country.

Shri Bhatnagar gave the Sword of Honour to Shri Balvinder Singh Gujral
of Central Reserve Police Force who was adjudged the best trainee.
Recipients of other awards were : Best outdoor trainee—Shri Y. K. Saxena
of Central Industrial Security Force, Best indoor trainee— Shri P. K Sahay
of Central Industrial Security Force, Best shot—Shri Rakesh Singh Chauhan
of Central Reserve Police Force, Best speaker— Shri D. S. Murdeshwar of
Central Industrial Security Force and Best sportsman—Shri Rajendar
Kumar Bhumla of SSB.

Among those who attended were Shri P. G. Halarnkar, Director General
of Central Reserve Police Force, Shri P. S. Bhindar, Additional Director-
General of Central Reserve Police Force, and other civil and military
dignitaries.

Director-Generals of BSF and CRPF with Shri P. S. Bhindar, Additional Director-General,
CRPF, Director Jha of the ISA and medal recipients.

CRPF Golden Jubilee photo-competition



The CRPF will hold a Golden Jubilee photographic competition, for
which very attractive prizes—Rs. 5000, Rs. 3000 and Rs. 2000—for the first
three position will be offered. In addition there will be other prizes.

This competition will be open to all countrymen. However, to the
personnel of the CRPF, we are giving this intimation in advance so that they
are ready with the “guns” for shooting on any subject of interest to the
CRPF.

Details of the prizes and the rules will be announced through these
columns as also through advertisements in the newspapers in due course of
time.

Khajan Singh Honoured

Ace swimmer Khajan Singh, a Deputy Superintendent of Police with the
CRPF, was selected for ‘National Swimmer of the Year’ award by the
Trivandrum District Aquatic Association recently.

PT Shoes

The Government has reduced the life period for P. T. shoes for cooks and
water carriers of CRPF from one and half years to nine months only. Efforts
are afoot to extend the benefit to safai karma-charis also.

CRPF DOCTOR PRESENTS PAPER

Dr. Nimain Charan Mohanty of 7 Battalion, CRPF presented a paper on
“Hepatitis virus and chronic liver diseases in children” in the national
conference of the Indian Academy of Paediatrics held at Jodhpur from
November 24 to 28, 1988.

CRPF MONTESSORI SCHOOLS

All nursery schools run in CRPF Group Centres that were hitherto
known as Shishu Mandir, Bal Mandir, etc., and were financed out of
Education Fund will henceforth be known as CRPF Montessori schools.

THEY LEFT US



With deep sorrow and regrets, we give below the list of CRPF personnel
who lost their lives in December last year :—

Constable Gulfam (76 Battalion); Constable Virender Singh (30
Battalion); Constable Dhoulia Ram (46 Battalion); Naik Ram Chander
(Group Centre, New Delhi); Constable Sabir Singh(13 Battalion); Constable
Shy am Singh (1st Sig. Battalion); Recruit E. Ramakoti Reddy (Group
Centre, Hyderabad); Constable Gurdial Singh (68 Battalion); Constable
Balakrishna Kurup (Group Centre, Pallipuram); Constable Jai Kishan
Shukla (75 Battalion); Constable R.D. Bhatt (11 Battalion); Asstt. Sub
Inspector (Ministerial) E. Shankaran (Group Centre, Dimapur); Naik Suraj
Bhan (22 Battalion); Constable Bugler Chander Sekhar (Group Centre,
Gauhati); Constable Driver Manohar Lal (2Battalion); Sub Inspector
Bhagwan Sahai (37 Battalion); Head Constable Saindas (81 Battalion); Naik
Duli Chand (47 Battalion); Naik Ami Chand (24 Battalion); Consta ble
Bacha Par sad (12 Battalion and Constable A. K. Nathan (Directorate
General).






Belgamkar wins photo contest

Shri P. V. Belgamkar, Assistant Commandant, 50 Battalion wins the first
prize of Rs. 300 in CRPF Photo Competition, 1988. His entry (above) “At
the feet of the Mahatma” was adjudged the best one.

The CRPF Samachar photo competition sub-committee awarded the
second prize of Rs. 200 to Dr. S. Hamidullah of 70 Battalion, for his entry at
the left.

No third prize was awarded because no entry was found suitable for the
prize.

8 TERRORISTS KILLED

Eight hardcore terrorists of the outlawed Khalistan Commando Force
were Kkilled in an encounter with combined parties of 38th and 41st
Battalions of the Central Reserve Police Force near village Ghariyali in



Amritsar on January 19,1989.

In the course of a combing operation launched by these Battalions, a
party of ‘F’ Company, 41 Battalion came under heavy fire when it entered a
sugar-cane field to search the area. As a result of the terrorists’ firing, Sub
Inspector B.N. Pandey and Lance Naik Ram Avtar were killed and
Constable Khangan Barman was injured. The CRPF men took positions and
fired at the terrorists killing two of them. The sugar-cane field was cordoned
off to prevent the escape of terrorists.

Meanwhile re-inforcements rushed to the spot and exchanged fire with
the terrorists while CRPF commandos went into the sugarcane field and
extricated the body of Lance Naik Ram Avtar, amidst heavy firing.

The sugarcane growth was then set on fire by the CRPF commandos
while heavy firing was also directed towards the likely position of terrorists.

After about five and half hours’ exchange of fire, the CRPF commandos
searched the sugarcane field and recovered six partially burnt bodies.

The eight terrorists killed were identified as Harveer Singh alias Veru
alias Rebeiro, Ajit Singh, Inderjit Singh alias Bhola, Ranjit Singh Rana alias
Tidda, Gurnam Singh alias Goma, Amarjit Singh Kirtowal, Nand Singh
alias Nandu and Sukhdev Singh Jhamke (Junior).

Four AK-47, an AK 74 (a new version), a.315 rifle, a pistol, a revolver,
ammunition and empty cases were recovered from the place of encounter.

On hearing of the incident, the Director-General of CRPF, Shri P.G.
Halarnkar flew to Amritsar. He condoled the death of CRP jawans and
patted the officers and men who had done good work.

Terrorist Shot Dead

Ajit Singh, a hardcore terrorist, was shot dead by a patrol of 41 Battalion,
CRPF in Patti on January 6, 1989.

The CRPF Section alongwith civil police was fired upon by two
terrorists near Kirtuwal village on Harike-Patti road, while on mobile patrol
duty. The party returned the fire whereupon the two fled. A CRPF constable
shot one of the terrorists after chasing him for over a kilometer while the
other managed to escape under cover of darkness.

An AK-47 rifle with 50 rounds and some Pakistani currency were
recovered from the dead terrorist who was later identified as Ajit Singh.



Huge haul of arms

A huge quantity of ammunition, an AK-47 rifle and a .455 pistol were
recovered by a combined party of 41,48 and 78 Battalions of CRPF in Patti
area of Amritsar on December 15, 1988.

After a special combing operation in a few villages in Patti area, the
party was returning to its base when the officer decided to search a farm
house. A suspicious old man in the farm house was interrogated. An AK-47
rifle was then recovered from a straw heap in the vicinity.

On way back to Tarn Taran, a few more farm houses were searched near
Talwani village. Near one of the houses, the CRPF party found some freshly
dug soil. After a thorough search eight gunny bags were dug out of the soil.

On opening these bags, a .455 pistol, 9 hand grenades, 2 AK-47
magazines, 230 rounds of .455 and 11,000 rounds of AK-47 were recovered.
These were handed over to the SHO of Patti.

Constable Dies Fighting

Constable Bacha Prasad of ‘D’ Company, 12th Battalion, CRPF was
killed when he was hit by a bullet while chasing a group of terrorists on
Amritsar-Jalandhar highway on December 31, 1988.

On receipt of information that a gang of terrorists was seen moving in a
Maruti car towards Jabbowal village, a CRPF party of 10th and 12th
Battalions under an Assistant Commandant rushed to the area. A thorough
search of the area having proved infructuous, the party was returning to
Rayya in three vehicles when it was ambushed by terrorists.

The terrorists fired from five different points but the vehicles were
immediately driven out of the ambush zone and the CRPF men then charged
towards the terrorists’ positions. The terrorists took to their heels though
they continued to fire at the chasing CRPF men. While chasing the
terrorists, Constable Bacha Parshad was hit on his chest and later died in the
Beas Hospital.

The terrorists manage to escape under the cover of darkness.



Some of the widows of the gallantry award winners

Success and Sacrifice

by
H. S. Sethi

A CRPF party carries out a raid in Kullakalan village in Amritsar district
and discovers an underground bunker. A search of the bunker yields 13 AK
47 rifles, one American rifle, two guns, 14 anti-tank rockets, 13 grenades
with detonators and a lot of ammunition. Not a shot is fired. Asstt. Comdt.
M. S. Sethi who led the operation beams with joy.

But not all the searches and operations are cakewalks. More often than
not, what awaits security forces is luck mixed with tragedy.

February 13 : The Commandant of 86 Battalion, CRPF gets secret
information about the presence of terrorists in some villages of Faridkot
district. A Sub-Inspector heads a police party that systematically searches
one village after another until it reaches the village of Rattatibba at
midnight. As they knock at one of the doors, it opens with rapid fire of AK
47 rifles. Security men return the fire, injuring three terrorists but they keep
on firing. Suddenly they rush out, still firing. As one terrorist takes the
shelter of a wall and aims at Naik Balbir Singh, Sub-Inspector Gurdial
Singh’s bullets kill him on the spot. In the confusion, the three terrorists



escape. Constable Haneef chases them. One of the terrorists suddenly turns
back and fires. Haneef too dies on the spot. The remaining terrorists succeed
in fleeing through a mesh of lanes and bylanes. The CRPF men recover two
AK-47 rifles, one revolver and ammunition. The dead terrorist is identified
as the notorious Raju (Jasraj Singh) of the so-called Khalisthan Commando
Force. None has won despite the blood-shed but several lives have been
lost.

This in general has been the pattern of operations in the Punjab. There
are no victories. Alongwith the successes, come sacrifices. Amidst sweat
and blood, there are tears.

April 16, 1988 : Commandant Dhagat of CRPF is having a harrowing
time with “General” Hari Singh taking a toll of 26 lives in a single day in
his area of responsibility. But this is a day of opportunity for him. He leads a
party of 19 and 63 Battalions and is able to cordon the area and lob grenades
into the room where the “General” was hiding, thus liquidating the self-
styled General with his five accomplices and seizing five AK 47 rifles but,
in the process, the CRPF men lose three comrades— Constables P.R
Arjunan and Laxman Patil and Naik Ram Prakash.

April 19 : This mixed success gives Dhagat a right mix of pep and
caution. Two days later, he leads troops of three Battalions (19th, 38th and
63rd) and civil police, positions them at various points in the area, some to
drive the terrorists and others to intercept.

The plan produces results. The cops are fired upon from a farmhouse but
the terrorists soon realise that it is an organised operation. They take to
heels, leaving two dead. However, the drag-net has been spread.

The fleeing terrorists take position and fife from a pump-house in the
village of Sandra. Already in it are an old man, Ajaib Singh, his son and
grandson.

They are not just three persons, they represent three generations, perhaps
a complete lineage. The forces get to know this when amidst heavy
exchange of fire a bewailing woman appeals to them to stop firing to save
the three innocent lives. The forces cease firing for a few minutes and the
civilians come out, safe and sound. It is a happy reunion of a family in a
war-like situation.

The firing resumes. The terrorists decide to give a last ditch battle and
take position in a small irrigation channel. But soon Dhagat’s deputy and his



men close in on them in an improvised bullet-proof jeep— an ordinary jeep
reinforced with steel sheets—and lob hand-grenades. Some more firing, and
then a charge on the terrorist positions. The operation is over. One terrorist
in the pump-house and six in the field lie dead. Five more AK 47 rifles two
pistols and a gun are recovered.

It is a total success with no loss of life. But elsewhere in Manipur a grim
tragedy awaits the CRPF on the same day.

Everything appears normal as a Platoon of 22 men leaves on a fateful
morning with seven civilian jeeps and Government treasury. The convoy
travels all but the last 24 km of its 170-km journey to Tameng-long without
any inconvenience but then suddenly on a ‘U’-shaped curve of the road with
a ridge on one side and steep slope on the other, it is ambushed from the
jungle-laden hills with automatic fire and grenades. Hell seems to have
broken loose. Three jeeps with spare petrol cans catch fire and five
Constables in them are roasted alive. They are Constables Tarkeshwar Ram,
Raj Pal Tyagi, U.K. Mondal, R. Muthu and Amarjeet Singh. Five others die
amidst a hail of bullets as they try to get down the jeeps to take cover. They
are Constables Bijoy Kumar Bhoi, Wasiullah Khan, Kumba Ram, Ram
Prakash Singh and E. Lakra. The extremists escape with arms, ammunition
and money. Thus the blood of security men belonging to all faiths and
hailing from various parts of the country is spilled far away from their
homes.

Ambushes with such heavy toll of securitymen do not take place
everyday but ordinary ambushes and encounters do and the toll in these is
also not negligible.

Three terrorists and a CRPF Inspector (Ram Avtar) are killed in an
encounter near Chanchak village in Amritsar district on August 27. One AK
47 rifle and a pistol are recovered.

A Head Constable (Hira Lal) and three terrorists die in another encounter
near Nathuchak in District Amritsar on September 13, 1988.

The death stories are repeated day after day, month after month in the
Punjab. The spectacle and the substance of drama are the same. Only the
actors and venues change. Amidst all this the peace-loving man in the street
holds his breath in awe and wonders when this gory drama will end.




Car of the 21st century

Aston Martin in the U. K. has unveiled the car which will take the
company into the 21st century. Called the Virage, the 250 kph two-door
four-seater will replace the V8, which has been in production for nearly 20
years, during which time it has become the company’s most successful-ever
model.

The Virage’s 5.4-litre fuel-injeeted all-alloy V8 engine, designed to run
only on unleaded petrol, incorporates a four-valves-per-cylinder head
developed in conjunction with Callaway Engineering of Connecticut in the
U. S. Both power and torque are improved.

(Source : “The Hindu” quoting London Press Service)
2 arms workshop sanctioned

The Government has sanctioned two arms workshops for the CRPF.
These are located at Bantalab and Gandhinagar.

“You are on leave and this is your house”.
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Shri P. Chidambaram honouring Barber Jagannath with Meritorious Service medal.

Call for better training

Shri P. Chidambaram, Minister of State (Internal Security), stressed the
need for better training incorporating new methodology to meet the threat to
the security of the state.

Shri Chidambaram was speaking at an investiture in which 45 CRPF
personnel were decorated with Police Medals for Meritorious Service at
Vigyan Bhawan in New Delhi on December 6, 1988.

The Minister noted that because of its over-commitment in Punjab and
elsewhere, training in CRPF has been a casualty and presently no battalion
was under training. The Government, he added, would not grudge any
amount that the Force may ask for improving training. He, however, felt that
generally in police organisations funds were not a problem as these were
surrendered every year. What was required was proper forecasting, planning
and budgeting.

To meet the growing threats of disorder and to preserve integrity of the
country, the Minister felt there would be need to raise more battalions.

Shri P. G. Halarnkar, Director General of CRPF, stated on the occasion
that during the current year nearly 800 weapons including as many as 186
AK-47 rifles were seized from terrorists in Punjab. The CRPF lost 20 men
in the Punjab and another 20 in other parts of the country and Sri Lanka.



Medal recipients

T. A. Subramanian, Director General (Retd) BPR & D, Inspector General
of Police Joginder Singh, North Western Sector, T. K. Misao, Dy. Inspector
General of Police, Imphal, Commandants G. G. A. Sharma (25 Battalion),
C.S. Brar (40 Battalion), M. K. Dhagat (19 Battalion), M. P. Chitnis
(Special Duty Group), Balwant Singh (79 Battalion), A. C. Seetharam (24
Battalion), Dr. D. N. Kar (Base Hospital-II); Assistant Commandants N.
K.Barthwal (14 Battalion), F. Savariappa (64 Battalion) R.C. Sethi (SO to
DIG Amritsar), Mohan Singh (47 Battalion), Piara Singh (49 Battalion);
DySPs Bhag Singh (GC Gauhati), Ram Singh (49 Battalion), Ramjiwan
Yadav (24 Battalion), Hari Chand (14 Battalion), Chander Bhan (42
Battalion), Nar Singh Katri (79 Battalion), J.S. Rawat (12 Battalion),
Subedar Major (Office Superintendent) K. P. S. Nair, (GC Pallipuram),
Subedar Major Ramphal Singh (63 Battalion), Subedar Major (Assistant)
Khaju Khan (Directorate General), Inspector (Head Clerk) Jayanand Sharma
(GC Rampur), Inspector (Tech) P. Kunhaman (2nd Signal Battalion),
Inspectors N. L. Patil (44 Battalion); Jagmal Singh (GC Hyderabad),
Balwant Singh (16 Battalion); Sub-Inspectors Mool Chand (29 Battalion),
Ram Suresh Singh (GC Nagpur); Head Constables Ram Swaroop Singh (80
Battalion), Shamsher Gurung (42 Battalion), Kirlu Ram (GC Rampur), M.
P. Kushalappa (6 Battalion), Narpat Singh (47 Battalion) Rattan Singh (20
Battalion), Fauja Singn (1st Sig. Battalion); Naik Sahabuddin Khan (38
Battalion); Lance Naik Ganga Singh Rawat (22 Battalion); Constable
Banwari Lal (49 Battalion), Balwant Singh (45 Battalion), Gangaya
Hiremath (26 Battalion), Barber Jagannath (76 Battalion) and Cook
Rewadhar Joshi (Ist Sig Battalion).

Mrs Halarnkar visits FWC

Shrimati Shailaja P. Halarnkar, the wife of CRPF Director General, Shri
P. G. Halarnkar visited the family welfare centre in the CRPF campus at
Jharodakalan in New Delhi on December 3, 1988.

Accompanied by the wives of senior CRPF officials based in Delhi, she
went round the education classes, knitting centre and candle-making, music
and dance classes. She visited the CRPF canteen and co-operative store too.

In the Base Hospital, she distributed fruits to the patients.



She later met the wives of all CRPF officers stationed in the camous.

Generators for Hospitals

One 3.5 KV generator for each of the three CRPF Base Hospitals and
one for Central Weapon Store, Rampur have been sanctioned by the
Government.

The Union Home Minister presenting the Best Battalion trophy to Commandant S. S. Soni of 20
Battalion



The Home Minister presenting the Police Medal for Gallantry to the widow of Sub-Insp. lanta
Ram of 48 Battalion.

H. M. praises CRPF’s role in preserving nation’s
unity

Shri Buta Singh, the Union Home Minister, praised the CRPF for not
only keeping peace but also being one of the major factors in preserving the
unity of the, country.

Shri Buta Singh was addressing a ceremonial parade of the CRPF on the
occasion of the 49th anniversary of the Force at Jharodakalan, near
Najafgarh on December 28, 1988,

“Whenever unity and integrity of the country has been threatened, it is
the CRPF which helped the country, the Government and the citizens in
maintaining peace. CRPF is a force that has set an example of unity and
integrity”, he said.



Following is the text of the Home Minister’s speech :(—

“The Director General of Central Reserve Police Force, distinguished
guests present, officers and gallant jawans of the Central Reserve Police
Force.

“Anniversary is like a milestone in every organization and individual’s
life. Recalling our past services on this day, we have to prepare ourselves
for the future. You have a glorious past and the country is proud of your
services. I congratulate you for this.

“CRPF has been a reliable force in the country. Whenever there is any



disturbance in any part of the country, we immediately receive telegram
requesting for immediate deployment of the CRPF in the area. This shows
that the citizens of our country repose immense confidence in CRPF.

“Being the largest democratic nation in the world, our country has
registered rapid growth but alongwith it have increased the problems in the
society. Subjects like materialism, regionalism and casteism that were
unheard of 50 years back, have come out openly as a challenge to the
society.

“The unity and integrity of the country have been threatened and it is the
CRPF which helped the country, the Government and the citizens in
maintaining peace. CRPF is indeed a force that has helped maintain unity
and integrity.

“These 49 years of CRPF will be written in golden letters. Although your
golden jubilee anniversary falls next year, your work and the entire history
of your past stands written in golden letters.

“The medals received by the gallant officers and men today from the
President and the Army are a proof of your courage, discipline and bravery.
Naturally, on this day, we remember all those brave officers and men who
laid down their lives in fighting gallantly. We pay our tribute to them. For
those of your comrades convalescing in the hospitals, we pray for their
speedy recovery so that they can rejoin their duties and continue with acts of
valour.

“Whether it be Punjab problem or Naxalites menace, whether it be
insurgency in the North-East or deployment across the shores in Sri Lanka,
the CRPF alongwith the army stands out as a force for “maintaining the
unity and integrity of the country, of which the nation feels proud.






“It is a matter of happiness that in the past 49 years, the CRPF has made
such a name for itself that the people have faith in the efficiency of the
Force as also of the Centre.

“The unity and integrity of the nation is strong and considering your
capability, I believe that the challenges you face today are insignificant.
That is because of your lofty traditions of service to the country.

“Our beloved Prime Minister has immense confidence in your Force and
has looked at it with much satisfaction. He has given valuable guidance to
the Government and the Home Ministry to further strengthen your force.

“In the course of our discussions with the Director General in Staff
Council meeting last week, many good suggestions for your welfare were
put forward. The Home Ministry is seriously and sympathetically
considering these suggestions. I hope we will be able to implement them
before we enter into the new year.

“The problems of the Central Reserve Police are the problems of the
nation. It is through your increasing strength that the nation will see your
growth in stature.

“A unique feature of CRPF, of which the countrymen are proud is that
men from all religions, castes and states guard the nation under one flag.
Such a feature is seen only in CRPF, BSF and the Army. We need to



motivate all our countrymen similarly so that we move forward unitedly as
one nation and show to the world how people of all religions can
collectively defend their nation.

“With these words, having seen the impressive parade, I once again
congratulate you on your anniversary and wish you a bright future. May the
country’s unity and integrity be strengthened. Thanks. Jai Hind”.

Parade Commander Sh. MM. Sharma

Welcoming the Home Minister, Shri P. G. Halarnkar, Director General
of the CRPF, stated that the presentation of as many as one Sena Medal and
37 gallantry medals in this year was in itself a record for the CRPF.

“This force has played a significant role in the country, especially in
Punjab and Sri Lanka. During the last five years, CRPF men have
killed 621 terrorists in operations and have captured 3,600 arms of
which 200 are AK-47 rifles”, said Shri Halarnkar and added : “This
Force has achieved this success after much labour and sacrifices.
During the last five years, we lost 136 officers and men and 759 were
injured. On my own behalf and on the behalf of the Force, I pay my



tribute to those gallant soldiers.”

He assured the Home Minister that the morale of the jawans of this Force
was high and that the Force would continue to shoulder all responsibilities
that may be given to it, with dedication and devotion.

Bouquets for CRPF

The Director General of Central Reserve Police Force, Shri P. G.
Halarnkar, received messages of greetings from, among others, the
President, the Vice-President, the Prime Minister and the Union Home
Minister, on the occasion of the 49th anniversary of the CRPF.

The President, Shri R. Venkata-raman, while appreciating the work of
the C.R.P.F. in maintaining internal security in the country, applauded the
role played by the Force as a part of the IPKF in Sri Lanka. The CRPF
jawans, he said, “have always displayed high morale even in the midst of
difficult situations”.

In his message, the Vice-President, Shri Shankar Dayal Sharma, has
stated, “With its sense of dedication and service, the Central Reserve Police
Force has displayed efficiency of a high order even amidst difficult
situations. I am happy that it has readily moulded itself to changing
situations”.

While sending his ‘best wishes to all officers and men of the Force,’ the
Prime Minister, Shri Rajiv Gandhi, stated that the Central Reserve Police
was charged with the exacting responsibility of maintaining law and order
and looking after internal security even in the most trying conditions. Its
personnel, he added, had done well in meeting many a challenging situation.
In view of the threats posed by terrorists and other disruptive elements, the
future was one of challenges that call for the highest degree of dedication.

Greeting officers and men of the Force, Shri Buta Singh, the Union
Home Minister has stated : “The Force has played a laudable role in the
Punjab, in the North-East and in Sri Lanka as part of the Indian Peace
Keeping Force. The good job done by the Mahila Battalion of the Force is
noteworthy”.



Shri Buta Singh acknowledges the cheers of spectators

The Minister of State for Personnel and Home Affairs, Shri P.
Chidambaram has praised the CRPF for its distinguished role in
safeguarding the security of the country and in the maintenance of law and
order.

“As the oldest paramilitary force of the country, the Central Reserve
Police Force has lofty traditions. The jawans of the Force have nurtured
these traditions with their courage, bravery and dedication. Undoubtedly the
jawans of this Force have played commendable role in Punjab and other
areas affected by terrorism”, said the Minister of State for Home Shri
Santosh Mohan Dev, in his message.

Praising the Force for its honesty, co-operation, secularism, national
integration, devotion to duty, bravery and fortitude, the Home Secretary,
Shri J.A. Kalyanakrishnan, has expressed his hope that the Force would
continue to uphold these traditions.

Felicitating the personnel of the Force on the 49th anniversary, the
Director General Shri P. G. Halarnkar has said,

“While serving the nation, the CRPF has displayed dedication, honesty
and devotion to duty of a very high order. For these very reasons, the



citizens of our country repose faith in us and the Government has entrusted
us with the responsibility of meeting difficult challenges.” Shri Halarnkar
conveyed his “good wishes for a bright and golden future of the Force”.

DG’s Commendations on CRPF Day

Director-General’s commendation has been awarded to 119 personnel of
the CRPF for their good performance during 1988.

They are : S/Shri S. N. Mathur, DD (Ops), Brig. Joginder Singh, DD
(Communications) and Tilak Kak, DIG (Delhi), D. R. Yadava, ADIG, GC-
11, Ajmer and J.S. Negi, ADIG, GC Delhi, T.R. Arora, Commandant 80 Bn,
N.P. Sreekumar, AD (S/S), CP. Singh, AD(N/S), D.K. Khurana, Comdt 6
Bn, K.R.R. Kurup, Comdt 4th Sig, S.A. Khan, Comdt 88 Bn, K.D.S. Dullat,
AD (Estt. IT), Stanley Constantine, AD (Org), N. K. Awasthi, AD (Sports),
G.S. Raturi, AD (Prov), K. Kesavan, Comdt 46 Bn, M.P. Chitnis, Comdt
SDG, Nand Lal, Comdt 70 Bn, H.S. Sandhu, Comdt 73 Bn, J.S. Dhillon,
Comdt 14 Bn, George C. Podipara, AD (Ops), Amilal Yadav, Comdt 58 Bn,
M.M. Sharma, Comdt 61 Bn, R, S. D. Dogra, SO to DIG, New Delhi, S. S.
Rawat, Asstt. Comdt 84 Bn, Sumer Singh, Asstt. Comdt 49 Bn, Kali Ram
Sharma, JAD, ISA, C. V. Mathew, Vice Principal, CTC-II, Arun Chibber,
JAD (Legal) Dte., S.B. Mehra, Asstt. Comdt, GC, Mkg, M. Kapoor, JAD
(Works), N/S, Gurucharan Singh, JAD (Wel) Dte, Z. F. Khan, JAD (Prov)
Dte, H.P.S. Cheema, Asstt. Comdt, 4 Bn, D. N. Singh, DySP 45 Bn, Kanwar
Singh, DySP 49 Bn, S. C. Saini, DySP 14 Bn, Dr. LP. K. Pradhan, GC
(Rpr), SM Hansraj Singh, 54 Bn, SM/OS A. Ismail Pillai, IAP. O/S; SM/OS
K.S. Bisht, O/S DIG, Rpr, SM/OS M.G. Bhatnagar, O/O IGP, N/S
SM/Steno P.K.S. Nair, PS to IGP (Hqrs), SM/OS Nityanand, PAO Dte,
SM/Steno V.R. Sankaran, PA to DG, Insp. Dhan Tiwari, 29 Bn, Insp. Ramji
Ram Yadav, 72 Bn, Insp. Brahma Nand, 54 Bn, Insp. Bhim Singh, 53 Bn,
Insp. V.G. Desh-mukh, ISA, Insp. Rattan Singh Negi, RTC-II, Insp,/T
Gurnam Singh 4th Sig. Bn, Insp/RO Mukhtiar Singh SGC, Insp/Overseer S.
K. Sinha, O/O IGP N/S, Insp./Draftsman K.S. Chamyal, O/O IGP N/S,
Insp/Hd Clk Kishori Lal Sharma, GC Pinjore, Insp/Hd Clk Gyan Singh
Rawat, O/O IGP N/S, Insp/Hd Clk M.A. Qureshi, 80 Bn, S.I. M.L. Jaswal,
45 Bn, SI Sardar Singh, 12 Bn, SI M.P. Padmanabhan Nair, 75 Bn, SI Om
Prakash 65 Bn, SI Man Bahadur Pal, 4 Bn, SI Tripat Singh, 38 Bn, SI
Chandra Mani, 8 Bn, SI Alam Singh, 84 Bn, SI Baljit Singh, 84 Bn, SI Raj
Narain Singh, 84 Bn, SI Banwari Lal, 2 Bn, SI Prabhati Lal, 20 Bn, SI



Gurucharan Singh, 86 Bn, SI/RO Keshar Bahadur Gurung, 4 Sig Bn, SI/RO
R.P. Panicker, 2nd Sig Bn, SI/ Tech. Shiv Narain, PKE GC New Delhi, SI
V. K. Bhatt, Dte., SI/UDC M. Nagana, O/O IGP S/S, SI Prem Singh, 60 Bn,
SI/UDC V.S.Anandan, ISA, SI/UDC Bakshi J. K. Sinha, 88 Bn, SI/UDC
S.P. Bhagwari, Dte, SI/UDC M. K. Pillai, GC Ppm, ASI (M) Balwant
Singh, Dte, HC Ram Jattan, 12 Bn, HC Balan Nair, 45 Bn, HC Karam
Singh, 45 Bn, HC/DVR S.M. Sharief 90 Bn, HC Bahadur Singh 4 Bn,
HC/Dvr Nabi Hussain 70 Bn, HC Raj Kishore Singh, 21 Bn, HC Anusuya
Prasad 8 Bn, HC Pratap Singh, 54 Bn, HC Prahalad Singh 37, Bn, HC
Santosh Singh, 55 Bn, HC Narpat Singh, 47 Bn, HC Shambhu Singh, 16 Bn,
HC Girdhari Lal, 2nd Bn, HC/Dvr Karnail Singh, O/O IGP NW/S, HC
Gurmej Singh, 87 Bn, HC/Dvr K.N. Pandey, GC (Gty), HC Ham Chand 49
Bn, HC Jairam Singh 88 Bn, HC/Welder K. Rajan, PKE, GC, New Delhi,
Nk Sher Singh 12 Bn, Nk Prabhu Ram 29 Bn, Nk E. Krishna Rao O/O IGP
S/S, Nk R. B. Singh, 26 Bn, Nk. Y. Sathyaselan, 18 Bn, LNK (Dvr) Balbir
Singh, 12 Bn, LNK Rajak Mohd, 40 Bn, LNK Jai Kishan, 25 Bn, L/NK
Irappa 26 Bn, L/NK Jagdish Prasad, PKE, GC, New Delhi, Ct. Chain Singh,
4 Bn, Ct. Ram Chander O/O IGP, N/S, Ct. Mohd Aslam, 25 Bn, Const/
Welder Shiv Dayal, PKE, GC, Hyd, Cook Harka Bahadur Rai, 45 Bn, Cook
Bhaktawar Singh, 3 Bn, Peon/ Foll. Mam Chand O/O DIG New Delhi.
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Shri Buta Singh, Union Home Minister with Shri P. G. Halarnkar, Director-General, senior
officers of the CRPF and medal recipients



6 CRPF MEN HONOURED

Three jawans of the 28th Battalion of Central Reserve Police Force have
been honoured with the Presidents Police Medal for Gallantry, one of them
posthumously. They are Lance Naik Yasaba Sutar, Constable Vilas Bapu
Chauhan and Constable Nallan Manickam (posthumous).

On March 7, last year, a vehicle carrying a Section of CRPF personnel
was ambushed by terrorists near Dhuri in Sangrur. Constable Nallan
Manickam, though grievously injured in the very first brust of AK-47 fire
from the terrorists, returned the fire effectively, forcing the latter to keep
heads down. But the Constable died soon after.

Lance Naik Yasaba Sutar and Constable Vilas Bapu Chauhan were also
hit, the former on his cheek and the latter in his palm. But undeterred, the
two fired at the terrorists forcing them to flee without causing more damage.

Three others have been honoured with the Police Medal for Gallantry.
They are Sub Inspector Hoshiar Singh of 1st Battalion and Constables Ram
Krishna Hooda and Anil Kumar, both of 19th Battalion.

On receipt of information that some terrorists had looted a shop in Guru
Tegh Bahadur Nagar in Amri-tsar on May 4, 1987, Sub Inspector Hoshiar
Singh rushed to the spot with a platoon of CRPF men. In the ensuing
encounter, one CRPF Constable was injured and two terrorists killed.

Constables Anil Kumar and Ram Krishna Hooda, though seriously
injured in an ambush in Bhiki-wind in Amritsar on a CRPF vehicle on
September 7,1987, fired at the terrorists effectively, forcing them to flee
without causing more damage. A Deputy Superintendent of Police and a
Constable Driver were killed in this ambush.

Two killed, one held

Two terrorists, Rattan Singh and Santokh Singh, were killed and another
terrorist Kikar Singh apprehended after an encounter with five Sections of
41 Bn, CRPF in village Talwandi Sobha Singh in Voltoha on December
12,1988.

The CRPF party alongwith civil police while searching a farm-house was
fired upon by a group of terrorists. The farm house was cordoned and



innocent people were allowed to come out.

The CRPF men then got over the roof, made a hole and lobbed in
grenades. As a result, two terrorists were killed and the other injured. The
injured was then apprehended.

Two AK-47 rifles, two .30 pistols and a large quantity of ammunitions
were recovered from them.

4 terrorists surrender

Four terrorists were forced to surrender after they had been surrounded
by a Section of ‘B’ Company, 48 Battalion, CRPF near Allaudinpur village
in Tarn Taran on January 17, 1989.

The four were sitting under a banyan tree when they were asked to
surrender. They did so without offering any resistance.

They were identified as Partap Singh, Dalvir Singh, Mukhtiar Singh and
Darshan Singh. An AK-47 rifle with a magazine and 35 rounds were
recovered from Pratap Singh. They were alleged to be planning to loot a
bank when apprehended by the CRPF Section.

REPUBLIC DAY HONOURS

Twenty eight officers and other ranks of the Central Reserve Police
Force have been honoured by the President on the occasion of Republic Day
this year.

Shri Pritam Singh Bhindar, Additional Director General of CRPF and
former Commissioner of Delhi Police figures among those honoured with
President’s Police Medal for Distinguished Service. Others to get the medal
are Deputy Director Bhudeb Chakraborty of Internal Security Academy,
Mount Abu and Assistant Commandant Inder Pal Singh of 5th Signal
Battalion.

The Police Medal for Meritorious Service has been awarded to DIGP
Madhur Kumar Singh (Calcutta Range); Commandants Ravi Shankar
Notyal (RTC-I, Neemuch), Lajpat Rai Dang (IGP Office, New Delhi),
Vinod Prakash Sarin (32 Battalion) and Sohan Singh Soni (20 Battalion);
Second-in-Command Prabhu Narain Singh (81 Battalion) and Raspal Singh
(65 Battalion); Dr. Satyaranjan Das, SMO, (Base Hospital, Guwa-hati);
Deputy Superintendents of Police Gurmukh Singh (12 Battalion), Amir Sing
Jatrana (35 Battalion); Raghubir Singh Bal (38 Battalion), Baran Singh (24



Battalion) and Sardar Singh (12 Battalion); Subedar Major Dastagir
Mujawar (Group Centre, Ajmer) and Mohan Singh (82 Battalion); Inspector
Sarab Singh Katoch (88 Mahila Battalion); Sub Inspectors Ram Swaroop
(22 Battalion); Gowri Prasad (78 Battalion), Bhanwar Pal Singh (24
Battalion) and Ravinder Kumar Singh (49 Battalion); Sub Inspector
(Ministerial) V. Murlee-dharan Nair (Directorate General, New Delhi);
Head Constables Balbir Singh (1st Signal Battalion) and Jai Ram (75
Battalion); Naik Murli-dhar (22 Battalion) and Constable Daljie Ram
(Group Centre, Imphal).

Cheques For CRPF Widows

AT a function held in New Delhi on December 23, 1988, Shri P. G.

Halarnkar, Director General of the Central Reserve Police Force, presented
cheques of the amount of Rs. 1 lakh each to the widows of Inspector Ram
Avtar (19 Battalion), Head Constable Heera Lal (76 Battalion) and
Constable Nem Singh (38 Battalion) who died in three encounters in the
Punjab last year. The cheques, representing ex-gratia grants by the Punjab
Govt., were presented at a solemn function held in 58 Battalion campus.

In addition to this grant, each widow had already been paid a sum of Rs.
35,000 from various CRPF funds. They will also get a sum of Rs. 400 per
month for 20 years out of the CRPF Risk Fund and liberalised pension, that
is, full salary last drawn till their death or remarriage.

While carrying out night checking on August 27, 1988 in Patti
(Amritsar), Inspector Ram Avtar was fired upon from a house by terrorists
with AK-47 rifle. No harm was done since the Inspector was wearing a
bullet-proof jacket. Undaunted, the CRPF party led by the Inspector fired
back, killing one terrorist on the spot. The other two terrorists started fleeing
and firing. Bullets hit Ram Avtar on the chest but one bullet ricocheted and
hit him on the neck, killing him on the spot. One AK-47 rifle, one gun and
one pistol with ammunition were seized.



Shri P.G. Halarnkar, the Director-General, has a word of solace for the widows.

The three widows who were presented cheques in New Delhi.



Head Constable Heera Lal was in CRPF party patrolling the village of
Nathu Chak on September 12, 1988. When the party challenged some
terrorists on a tractor, they fired with AK-47 rifles. The Head Constable was
injured and died on way to hospital. Two terrorists were killed while one
escaped in the encounter. One AK-47 rifle, one revolver and ammunition
were recovered.

Constable Nem Singh died in an encounter in village Punia/Barnala
while raiding a terrorist hide-out on September 22, 1988. The terrorists
escaped from the hide-out and hid themselves in a field. Constable Nem
Singh was fatally hit when he gallantly persued them. Two terrorists were
killed in the encounter.

CRP MAN DIES IN ENCOUNTER

Constable Birendra Singh Negi of 30 Battalion, CRPF was killed in an
encounter with two terrorists near Daulatpur village in Kapurthala on
December 6, 1988. One terrorist, who was later identified as Bhupinder



Singh Bhinda was also killed.

Two Sections of CRPF alongwith the Company Commander and a party
of civil policemen surrounded a few houses in Daulatpur village on receipt
of information. After the house in which the terrorists were hiding was
cordoned, the door was knocked.

Hearing some noise inside and the lights being switched off, Constables
Birendra Singh and M. T. Baigna climbed up the roof of the house.
Suddenly terrorists fired at them and took to their heels.

Constable Birendra Singh chased them and caught hold of one of the
terrorists. Amidst the scuffle between the two, the other terrorist fired a
burst at the Constable which hit him fatally on the chest. Though badly
wounded, Constable Birendra Singh continued to fire at the fleeing terrorist
killing, him on the spot. A little later the Constable breathed his last.

The other terrorist managed to escape under the cover of darkness.

One terrorist was killed in an encounter with a Section of ‘C’ Company,
25 Battalion, CRPF in Gindiwind-Chola Sahib area in Amritsar on October
10, 1988.

The CRPF Section had laid an ambush on the Gindiwind-Chola Sahib
road. Four persons approaching Othem, one of them on horseback, were
asked to stop. On this, the man on horse jumped down and alongwith the
other three took positions and fired at the CRPF men. The fire was returned.

When the fire ceased from the terrorists, the CRPF men fired very light
pistol (VLP) cartridges, found the terrorists escaping and fired upon them.

In a search of the area the following morning, the dead body of one
Puran Singh was recovered. An AK-47 rifle, a .315 gun and ammunition
were recovered from the spot.

Santokh Singh, a terrorist, was killed in an encounter with a Section of
48 Battalion, CRPF near Lalpura village in Tarn Taran on December 28,
1988.

In the course of a search operation, the Section directed an approaching
scooterist to halt. Instead of stopping, the two men on the scooter started
firing at the CRPF men and went in another direction.



The CRPF party chased them and returned the fire. The dead body of
Santokh Singh along with an AK 47 assault rifle and 15 rounds was
recovered in the subsequent combing operation in the area.

Three terrorists killed

Three terrorists were killed in an encounter with a CRPF party near
Gagubua village in Tarn Taran on December 1, 1988.

On receipt of information that a gang of hard core terrorists was staying
at Gagubua village and was planning to attack the CRPF men, a special
commando group led by an Assistant Commandant rushed to the spot.
While the suspected farm house was being cordoned, three terrorists were
seen running. On being chased, they fired at the CRPF commandos and
continued to run. After being chased for about half a kilometer, the terrorists
positioned themselves near a brick kiln and directed heavy firing towards
the CRPF men.

Meanwhile another platoon of 25 Battalion led by an Assistant
Commandant also reached the spot. Rifle grenades were fired at the
terrorists' position, injuring two of them.

More reinforcements rushed to the area and after a brief encounter the
three terrorists were found dead. They were identified as Surjit Singh,
Kulwant Singh and Dalwinder Singh. Three AK 47 assault rifles, four AK
47 magazines, four rocket launcher shells and 100 AK 47 rounds were
recovered from the spot.

Spectacles from welfare fund

All such CRPF personnel who wear spectacles will be given assistance
up to Rs. 100 out of the unit welfare fund for purchase of spectacles. This is
subject to production of a certificate from any Govt. hospital. Even such
personnel who have to change their spectacles due to variation in power of
lenses or have broken or lost an old one, can claim the amount.

The assistance will be given only once during the entire period of
service.



At the inaugural function

5 SIGNAL INAUGURATED

Shri P. G. Halarnkar, Director General of the Central Reserve Police Force,

inaugurated the 5th Signal Battalion of the CRPF at Mohali near Chandigarh
on January 12, 1989. The Battalion would provide communication cover to
the CRPF units deployed in the states of Punjab, Himachal Pradesh,
Haryana and Jammu and Kashmir and the Union Territory of Chandigarh.

Speaking on the occasion, Shri J. F. Ribeiro, Adviser to the Punjab
Governor and former Director-General of the Central Reserve Police
Force, paid glowing tributes to the CRPF for showing initiative and
tenacity of a high order under heavy odds and thus doing a yeoman
service to the State and the country.

Shri Ribeiro stated that he had spent the best time of his career in the
CRPF and his heart always remained with the Force.

“Terrorism of the separatist variety was not something new to the world.
Those who dealt with it knew that it was a cancer that was very difficult to



be removed completely,“ he said.

Comparing the role of the CRPF with that of the Army, Shri Ribeiro
stated that Army had two concepts— of friends and foes—but in CRPF the
men had to deal with friends who had suddenly become foes.

The fight, he said, was going on and would go on and he hoped that it
would end quicker than later, for in this fight nobody—neither terrorists, nor
anti-terrorism forces or people—gained.

He advised the security forces to win over the Sikhs while, at the same
time, remaining firm in their dealing with the terrorists.

Shri Halarnkar, Director General of CRPF, stated that hitherto the signals
cover had not kept pace with the growth of the CRPF. He expressed the
hope that with the functioning of the 5th Signal Battalion, the position
would improve much.

The Director-General stressed the need for continuous training. Without
it, he said, a Force cannot be efficient. He was of the view that on-the-job
training was more important than the formalised training.

Shri Halarnkar stated that the fight of the security forces was
against a handful of misguided people and not against the people of the
State. The CRPF would not spare any effort to see that the innocent
people did not suffer.

Shri Joginder Singh, Inspector General of Police, North-West Sector,
stressed the importance of communications in ensuring success in
operations. In this connection he quoted the instance of the Rattaguda
where, but for the communications, the operation could have fizzled out.

Brig. Joginder Singh, Deputy Director, (Communications) stated that the
5th Battalion would start functioning with effect from that very day. He
announced that better radio sets would be provided to all rovers of the VIPs
to ensure better secrecy.

Others who attended the function included Shri H. A. Barari, Governor
of Haryana, Shri M. S. Bawa, Director-General of Haryana Police, Shri P. S.
Bhindar, Additional Director-General of CRPF and Shri B. J. S. Sial,
Inspector General of Police, CRPF Headquarters.

Messages of good wishes were received on the occasion from the
Governor of Punjab and Chief Ministers of Jammu & Kashmir and
Himachal Pradesh.



The 5th Signal Battalion would cater for radio-communications up to the
Company headquarters level and provide long distance radio-communcation
through radio-teletype and teleprinter circuits to other communication
centres in the country. Hitherto the Signal communication cover was being
provided by other signal battalions with the result that there was multiplicity
of command.

The CRPF’s commitment in the area, especially in the Punjab and
Chandigarh where 205 Companies were operating, had increased
considerably and as such it was decided to have another signal battalion
close to Chandigarh where the headquarters of the IGP, CRPF North
Western Sector were already located.

Micro-processor based radio equipment has been installed at Chandigarh
which links this Sector with the CRPF headquarters in New Delhi. The
future plans include linking up of a number of sensitive stations in Punjab
by means of fully secured radio relay links. An automatic repeater station
would also be installed in the near future to ensure greater reliability of
communications cover.

The 5th Signal Battalion would be capable of independently carrying out
repair and maintenance of all signal equipment. Its workshops have been
equipped with the latest test instrument and this unit is manned by specially
selected and experienced personnel.

Shri Mohinder Singh, who was earlier second-in-command at the Central
Training College (Telecommunications) at Ranchi, commands the Battalion.

CRPF sports in 1989

The 23rd Inter-Range athletics of the Central Reserve Police Force will
be held at Neemuch in Madhya Pradesh from November 23 to 26, 1989.

This is stated in the annual sports calendar of 1989.

Shooting competitions are scheduled to be held at Rampur from February
13 to 17, football at Imphal from April 10 to 17, swimming at Avadi in
Madras from May 15 to 22 and hockey at Mokamehghat from May 20 to 27.

While basketball and volleyball competitions will be held at Durga-pur
and Jammu from June 28 to July 5 and August 13 to 20, respectively,
competitions in gymnastics and wrestling will be held at Ajmer and
Gandhinagar in July and August, respectively.



Grievances will be redressed—HM

The Union Home Minister, Shri Buta Singh, assured the Central Reserve
Police Force on December 20, 1988 that matters relating to their service
conditions were being examined with utmost sympathy and consideration
and their grievances would be redressed in consultation with other
Ministries, wherever necessary.

Presiding over the CRPF Staff Council meeting, he said the Government
was aware of the need to keep the morale of the Force high. They were
facing many a problem in discharging their duties under difficult conditions,
he added.

He complimented the Force for Its role In maintaining law and
order, unity and integrity of the country and rendering aid to the
victims of natural disasters. He paid tributes to the personnel who
lost their lives while discharging their duties.

Shri Buta Singh said the Staff Council would hereafter meet regularly
once a year and the Ministry would monitor the progress of various issues
taken up at the meeting.

Earlier, the Director General of CRPF, Shri P. G. Halarnkar, urged the
Home Minister to use his good offices in finding a solution to their long
pending demands, such as removal of pay anamolies, leave concessions, air
travel facilities, opening of new group centres, reservation of seats in
professional institutions for the children of the Force etc.

The meeting was attended by the Union Minister of State for Home, Shri
P. Chidambram, Union Home Secretary, Shri J. A. Kalyanakrish-nan, senior
officials of the Home Ministry and the CRPF and representatives of all
ranks of the Force.

Unique Distinction for CRPF Officer

Shri Tejinder Singh Dhillon, Assistant Commandant, CRPF has been
appointed by the International Shooting Coaches Association as Director of
the International Shooting Coaches Association for India. Shri Dhillon is the
first Indian to qualify as a coach in shooting from United States Olympic
Training Centre.

He is also the first Asian coach to be made a life member of the



International Shooting Coaches Association.

Shri Dhillon had represented the country in the International Shooting
Coaches Conference and Research Symposium at the USA ip November
1988.

2 CRPF sportsmen honoured

Olympian Hari Chand, a Deputy Superintendent of Police and Assistant
Commandant N. K. Barthwal a former hockey player of Delhi State were
honoured with Police Medal for Meritorious Service at an investiture of the
Central Reserve Police Force at Vigyan Bhawan held on December 6, 1988.

Hari Chand, the national record-holder of 10,000 meters, represented the
country in the Montreal and Moscow Olympics. He bagged two golds in the
Asian Games at Jakarta in 1978. He was honoured with Arjuna Award in
1976.

Forty-nine-year-old N. K. Barthwal led the CRPF hockey team in various
tournaments from 1953 to 1970. He represented Delhi, Rajasthan, Madhya
Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh in Nationals. He is an NIS-qualified coach.

2 NEW MARKS MN CRPF ATHLETICS

Two new records marked the four-day 22nd Inter Range Athletic Meet
held at Neemuch from November 24, 1988.

In the hammer throw event, Shri Raghbir Singh Bal, a Deputy Supe-
Tintendant of Police of Calcutta Range, erased his own previous mark of
62.12 meters by hurling the chained iron ball across a distance of 62.62
meters. The other new record came from Lance Naik K. Sheodhanan of
Delhi Range who logged 6483 points to down Sub Inspector Baljeet Singh’s
1984 mark of 6390 points in decathlon.

With two golds in his kitty, Naik Y. Satyasheelan of Madras Range
bagged the ‘best athlete’ title for which he was promoted Head Constable by
the CRPF Director General Shri P.G. Halarnkar on the final day.
Satyasheelan bagged the gold of broad jump and triple jump with a distance
of 7.02 mtrs and 14.50 mtrs, respectively.

Earlier, Shri P. S. Bhindar, Additional Director General of CRPF



declared the meet open and took the salute at a colourful march past by the
contingents.

Ajmer Range lifted the championship trophy logging 170 points while
Madras and Srinagar Ranges with 151 and 121 points, respectively, trailed
in the next two spots.

The complete results :—

100 Meters race 1. Surender Singh (Chandigarh) 10.91 sees, 2. G. C.
Mandi (Calcutta) 11.27 sees and 3. Choure Lal (Calcutta) 11.60 sees.

200 Meters race : 1. Surender Singh (Chandigarh) 22.41 sees, 2. Gurdev
Singh (Srinagar) 22.98 sees and 3. K.P. Wilson (Madras) 22.99 sees.

400 Meters race : Umed Singh (Neemuch) 50.23 sees, 2. Gurmail Singh
(Chandigarh) 50.60 sees and 3. Gurdev Singh (Srinagar) 51.12 sees.

Shri S K Mahindroo receiving the championship trophy from Mrs. Shailaja P. Halarnkar

800 Meters race : 1. Azhar Mohammed (Ajmer) 1:55.41 sees, 2.
Chandveer Singh (Ajmer) 1:56.00 sees and 3. Tarsem Singh (Delhi) 1:56.07
sees.



Y. Satyasheelan (Madras) the best athlete

1,500 Meters race : 1. Kartar Singh (Ajmer) 4:03.09 sees, 2. Chandveer
Singh (Ajmer) 4:03.70 sees and 3. Gurmukh Singh (Gauhaty) 4:03.85 sees.

3,000 Meters steeplechase : 1. Shamsuddin (Ajmer) 9:00.81 sees, 2.
Kartar Singh (Ajmer) 9:20.04 sees and 3. Kulwinder Singh (Srinagar)
9:26.65 sees.

5,000 Meters race : 1. Shamsuddin (Ajmer) 14:46.24 sees, 2. I.D. Umesh
(Chandigarh) 15:09.50 sees and 3. Gurnam Singh (Delhi) 15:27.57 sees.

10,000 Meters race : 1. Kulwinder Singh (Srinagar) 31:24.48 sees 2. Jeet
Ram (Srinagar) 31:26.45 sees and 3. Ram Karan (Ajmer) 31:30.39 sees.

110 Meters High Hurdles : 1. Taranjeet Singh (Srinagar) 15.29 sees, 2.
Ghasi Ram (Ajmer) 15.35 sees and 3. Sheodhanan (Delhi) 15.69 sees.

400 Meters Hurdles : 1. Taranjeet Singh (Srinagar) 56.62 sees, 2. Daljeet
Singh (Madras) 56.65 sees and 3. Sanjay (Gauhaty) 56.79 sees.

Marathon race : 1. Jeet Ram (Srinagar) 2h 32m 55.28 sees, 2. Laxi
Tokre (Ajmer) 2h 34m 00.19 sees and 3. Shivcharan (Delhi) 2h 36m 19.15



sees.

Decathlon : 1. K. Sheodhanan (Delhi) 6483 points, 2. Harmohan (Ajmer)
6013 points and 3. Nasir Hussain (Srinagar) 5948 points.

Pole Vault : 1. M. P. Shajimon (Madras) 3.40 mtrs, 2. Janak Chand
(Madras) 3.40 mtrs and 3. Nasir Hussain (Srinagar) 3.40 mtrs.

High Jump : 1. Ram Kumar (Ajmer) 1.85 mtrs, 2. K. S. Gokul Dass
(Madras) 1.80 mtrs and 3. Satbir Singh (Ajmer) 1.80 mitrs.




Towards a new mark —Raghbir Singh

Broad Jump: 1. Y. Satyasheelan (Madras) 7.02 mtrs, 2. K. Sheodhanan
(Delhi) 6.82 mtrs and 3. H.M. Mehto (Ajmer) 6.67 mtrs.

Triple Jump : 1. Y. Satyasheelan (Madras) 14.50 mtrs, 2. Rajender
Kumar (Srinagar) 13.94 mtrs and 3. B. Robert (Madras) 13.76 mtrs.

Javelin Throw: 1. Rama Shanker (Ajmer) 58.24 mtrs, 2. K. Natrajan
(Calcutta) 55.08 mtrs and 3. B. Sus-heelan (Patna) 52.50 mtrs.

Shot Put: 1. A.P.S. Man (Hyderabad) 13.59 mtrs, 2. Kamaldeep Singh
(Madras) 13.50 mtrs and 3. S. S. Bal (Madras) 13.03 mtrs.

Hammer Throw : 1. R. S. Bal (Calcutta) 62.62 mtrs, 2. Om Prakash
(Ajmer) 61.90 mtrs and 3. J. S. Bhullar (Delhi) 46.32 Mtrs.

Discus Throw: 1. R. S. Bal (Calcutta) 48.76 mtrs. 2. Ajit Bhadoria
(Calcutta) 45.00 mtrs and 3. Kamaldeep Singh (Madras) 44.40 mtrs.

4X100 Meters Relay : 1. Chandigarh 43.65 sees, 2. Madras 44.59 sees
and 3. Calcutta 45.17 sees.

4X400 Meters Relay : 1. Chandigarh 3:25.06 sees, 2. Madras 3:25.98
sees and 3. Srinagar 3:27.11 sees.

CRPF Spikers Win

The Central Reserve Police spikers trounced Western Railways in the
final of Second Choudhary Charan Singh Memorial Volleyball tournament
in Sikar (Rajasthan) on December 25, 1988 to lift the championship trophy.
The scores : 15-12, 15-11 and 15-9.

Earlier, CRPF boys thrashed Capital’s Mahanagar Telephone Nigam Ltd.
in the semi-finals.

Lance Naiks Mohammed Mush-taq, Arjun Singh and Dharam Singh
were the star performers for CRPF.

Dr. G. P. Pilania, the Director General of Rajasthan Police, gave away
the prizes at the end of the three-day long meet in which leading teams of
country participated.

Anniversary Week in Ajmer

Smt. S. K. Mahindroo and Dr. (Mrs) J. V. Aggarwal won the badminton
women’s doubles title in the sports tournaments held at Ajmer from



December 12 to 24, 1988 to mark the CRPF anniversary.
Smit. J. N. Mathur and Smt. P.R.N. Nair were runners up.

In the men’s category, S/Shri V. K. Aggarwal and PRN Nair were
winners while Shri S.K. Mahindroo and ASI Ravi Kumar were second.

Kumari Shilpi Dey and Kumari Ritu Yadav trounced Kumari Anita and
Kumari Malti Bahad in the girls upto 14-years category, white Kumari
Meenal Aggarwal and Kumari Indu Yadav were winners in girls above-14
years category.

Kumari Ritha Mahindroo and Kumari Renu Kadiyan won the girls
above-14 years category table tennis doubles while Masters Awadesh
Mishra and Basant Yadav won the boys upto-14 years category title.

In the baby show competitions, Master Sanjeev Kumar son of Lance
Naik R. P. Pandey bagged the first prize while Master Subroto, son of Head
Constable B. C. Dass got the second prize.

Barber Bhagwan Dass got the first prize for best maintained quarter in
Type I category, Peon Chandra Ram won the first prize in Type I Special
category and Lance Naik Sanwala Ram bagged the first place in Type II
quarters category.

Other first prize winners were Constable Rajesh Kumar (matka race)
Master Sabanulla (spoon race for children), Safai Karmachari Swaran
Kumar (sack race for followers), Kum. Vandana (candle race for children),
Smt. and Head Constable Khagendra Nath (needle and thread race for
couples), Lance Naik Kishan Pal (fancy dress) and Master Manmeet
Pokriyal (fancy dress for children).



The Central Reserve Police Force Staff Council Meeting in progress. Among those seen in the
picture are Shri Buta Singh, the Union Home Minister, Shri P. Chidambaram, Minister of State
in the Home Ministry and Shri P. G. Halarnkar, Director-General of CRPF.
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Shooting of Rumtek monastry to establish Sikkim in the CRPF film.
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Letter from the Editor

Dear Reader,

With this issue, the C.R.P.F. Samachar goes offset. This indeed is a
landmark insofar as we are concerned. We do hope that we shall be able to
rise up to the standards expected of a house magazine of this type. May I, on
this occasion, renew my request to the readers to send to us material of
interest to the officers and men of the Force. Let’s join hands to further
improve the magazine contentwise also.

The flying start that the CRPF Golden Jubilee celebrations received
forms the subject matter of the cover story.

We are presently almost half way through the shooting for the production
of a film on the Force through the Films Division. This issue affords to the
readers a peep into the film, due to be released as part of the Golden Jubilee
celebrations.

Ever since terrorism raised its head in Punjab, the State has been a field
of action for the CRPF whose contribution in meeting the challenge of
terrorism in the strife-torn State is second to none. Through various reports
of operations, this issue informs the readers of the achievements and
sacrifices made by the CRPF in this connection.

At all such times of turmoil, there emerge men of action who deserve a
special mention in magazines like ours. Read about such a man in Punjab in
the article “Man of the moment”.

AK-47 rifles and other weapons of destruction have often been in the
news. So have been the bombs and explosives. In this issue we include an
article as to how bomb threats can be met.

Plus brief reports on the attestation parades of new battalions and the
laurels won by the CRPF in sports, particularly in the All-India Police
Games.

Y ours sincerely,



H el —s

(H.S. SETHI)

Message

The Central Reserve Police Force was raised in 1939. The Crown
Representative’s Police, as it was then called, had no more than one
Battalion. Today the CRPF is 120,000 strong. During the last 50 years, the
C.R.P.F. has effectively met several threats to internal security. It has done
so while maintaining the hightest standard of professional excellence. Over
the years the threats to the internal security have multiplied and have grown
more complex and challenging. I am sure, all of us are conscious of the
difficulties and challenges that lie ahead. We are committed to meet those
challenges, always keeping in view the unity and integrity of the country.

We are celebrating the Golden Jubilee of the Force this year. This is an
occasion to recall the supreme sacrifices made by our comrades in the Force
who are no more amongst us but continue to guide our path. On this
occasion, let us all resolve to rededicate ourselves to the service of the
nation. It should be our constant endeavour to improve our professional
performance and uphold the glorious traditions of secularism, nationalist-
orientation and dedication to duty so that we will be second to none.



During the last three years, we have suffered a number of casualties in
Punjab, Sri Lanka and elsewhere. We have also won a large number of
gallantry awards and other medals. If ever the history of these turbulent days
is written, the work done by the CRPF will be etched in letters of gold.

I am too well aware of the risks and hazards you face every day. I am also
aware that many of you work without adequate rest. Government is also
conscious of this and have been constantly trying to improve the working
conditions and find solutions to problems of the Force. During the last two
years, the Government has considerably liberalized benefits for families of
personnel who die in the line of duty. We have also increased considerably
the benefits available to our men from the risk fund and the welfare fund.
Other welfare activities have also received a fillip. The number of
scholarships has been increased. Our own public school has started
functioning in Delhi. An industrial training institute will start this year.
Housing has also not been neglected. After about 10 years, the government
has sanctioned a substantial amount for housing.

The people and the government of this country expect a lot from us. Let us
on this occasion resolve that we will not fail the country and the
Government who repose full trust in us.

Ploord
(P.G. HALARNKAR)

Director General
C.R.P.F.

New IGP for Southern Sector

Shri Devarayapuram Ramaswamy Karthikeyan joined the Central Reserve
Police Force on March 17, 1989. He took over as Inspector General of
Police, Southern Sector at Hyderabad.

Born in Coimbatore on October 2, 1939, Shri Karthikeyan is a law graduate
of Annamalai University. On joining the Indian Police Service in 1964, he



was allotted the Karnataka State cadre.

After serving as the Superintendent of Police from 1967 in Dharwar and
Belgaum districts, he was posted to the Indian Embassy in Moscow as First
Secretary in 1973. He was also appointed Head of Chancellery. He Worked
in close liaison with the famed KGB and East German Police set-up?.

Shri D.R. Karthi Keyan

In 1977, he took over as Deputy Commissioner of Police (Law and Order),
Bangalore City while holding the additional charge of DCP (Crime). Three
years later he was promoted Deputy Inspector-General of Police and headed
the intelligence wing and Railway Police of the State.

After a stint at the State Police Training College in Mysore, Shri
Karthikeyan joined the Tea Board of India under Ministry of Commerce, on
deputation in 1985. He was posted to Sydney (Australia). He soon acquired
expertise in trade and marketing and appeared in Australian television and
radio several times.

On return from Australia, he joined the CRPF at Hyderabad.

A recipient of the Police Medal for Meritorious Service, Shri Karthikeyan is
married to Smt. Kalavathi and has two children - Kanchana (14) and Kailas
(10).

He takes keen interest in tennis, golf, yoga, agriculture, travel and reading.

Shri Sharma is Dy. Director (Training)



Shri. Ajai Raj Sharma, an I.P.S. Officer of 1966 batch from the Uttar
Pradesh cadre, joined the CRPF on deputation as Deputy Inspector General
of Police in February this year.

He took over as Deputy Director (Training) at the Directorate General in
New Delhi.

Shri. Sharma is a recipient of the bar to the President’s Police Medal for
Gallantry and has also been honoured with Police Medal for Meritorious
Service.

Dr. Saini is Deputy Director (Medical)

The post of Medical Superintendent in the Directorate General of CRPF
has been re-designated as Deputy Director (Medical) from January 3, 1989.

Dr. K.K. Saini is who was the M.S. prior to the re-designation will thus
be the first Deputy Director (Medical) of CRPF.

CRPF officer gets prize

Shri Pratap Singh, Assistant Commandant of Group Centre, CRPF
Gandhinagar was recently awarded the third prize of Rs. 500/- in the Prime
Minister’s Silver Cup essay competition, 1988 organized by S.V.P. National
Police Academy, Hyderabad.

The subject for the competition was “Police in democracy: Instrument or
Service”.

OPS Workshop
1988-a sucessful year
for CRPF

The Central Reserve Police Force had a very successful year (1988) in
combating terrorism despite the fact that the Force was overstretched during
the period. This was stated by the CRPF Director-General, Shri P.G.
Halarnkar, while inaugurating the fifth training and operations workshop on
February 15, 1989.

Shri Halarnkar highlighted the various steps taken by CRPF for
modernization of the Force and for the welfare of the families of CRPF



personnel. He said that the CRPF was vigorously pursuing the case for
enhancement of pay scales of the Constables, Sub-Inspectors and Inspectors.
The Centre, he added, had granted a sum of Rs. 1.37 lakhs as cash rewards
to CRPF personnel for their gallantry while the Punjab Government gave
Rs. 2.51 lakhs as cash reward to the CRPF men involved in Black Thunder
operation.

The three-day workshop was held at the CRPF Group Centre, Guwahati.

BOMB THREATS

by
K. ARKESH

(Based on the guidelines given by David L. Bulger)

Bomb threats have become a common occurrence these day although 99
percent of bomb threats are hoax. It is, therefore, necessary to take suitable
measures to meet these threats.

Many a time disgruntled persons pose these threats to create panic and
chaos to stop the normal operation of functions. In certain cases the
terrorists and insurgents keep on posing false threats to escalate cost or
security preparedness and the security forces tend to develop a complacent
attitude. It is at that time that thev will strike.

It is, therefore, essential to distinguish a false threat from a real one. No
threat can be taken in a complacent manner.

PLANNING

The threat response has to be carefully planned in advance to avoid
confusion and chaos at a time when the threat is actually received. While
planning, the following points are to be kept in mind:-

(a) Identify the help available from police or military or bomb disposal
squads. Note down the emergency phone numbers, procedures to
follow in order to obtain aid and what help is available and from where.



(b) Prepare the target lists of vulnerable and easily accessible areas where a
bomb can be planted such as busy market places, religious
congregations, cinema halls, trains, buses, ammunition and explosive
depots, fuel dumps, computer centres, vehicles of VIPs, aircrafts,
airports, bus and railway stations, water tanks and canals of vital
importance, important offices, rest rooms, staircases, dustbins and
racks.

(c) Establish a procedure for recording bomb threat telephone calls.
(d) Provide training in the bomb threat response for important personnel.

Threats on phone

Since such threats are usually received on telephone, what should a
telephone operator or a person receiving the call do.

Here are some tips:-
(a) Allow the caller to finish his message without interruption.
(b) Get the message correctly, bearing in mind the points shown.

(c) If possible, involve the senior officers or another person into
conversation.

(d) Ensure that your senior officers or a pre-designated person is told
exactly the contents of the call as soon as possible.

(e) If the caller is apparently prepared to carry on the conversation,
encourage him to do so and try to get the following information like
where, when and why the bomb has been placed and at what time will
it go off.

Try to get him to talk about possible grievances and anything which
bears upon the truthfulness of the message and the identity of the caller.

It is essential that the senior officers are told about the message as soon
as possible so that there is no delay in the implementation of contingency
plans on bomb threat.
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ORIGIN STD, Coin Box, Internal

CALLER Male, female, adult, juvenile
VOICE Loud, soft, rough educated, high, pitch deep, disguised
SPEECH Fast, slow, distinct blurred, stutter

LANGUAGE Obscene, coarse, normal, educated

ACCENT Local, regional, foreign, South Indian, Bengali, Hindi,
Punjabi, Bihari, Others.

MANNER Calm, rational, irrational coherent, incoherent,
hysterical, aggressive aggrieved, humorous, drunken.

BACKGROUND Factory, rural, road traffic, music
NOISES Office, party atmosphere, quite, other voices.

WHO IS\ /A BomB
CONTROL |\ 7HEREP] \ 7 por oy

SEARCH



Bomb search can be carried out by personnel of the same organization or
police or security forces. The trained personnel of the same organization can
search quickly and safely, since they are familiar with what should or should
not be where. The assigned search team should then search the target areas
where bombs are likely to be placed. Special attention should be given to
area and objects readily accessible to outsiders.

While searching, the searchers should be able to hear any unusual
sounds, particularly, ticking or hissing sounds. The most effective technique
used by search specialists is to divide an area or room into three visual
“layers” and search from bottom up, looking always for foreign objects,
things out of place or disturbed and anything that looks strange.

If a bomb, a suspected device or simply an unusual and unidentifiable
object is found, no one who is not specially trained in bomb disposal
procedure should touch it. The search team’s work ends when a suspicious
object is found. At that point, local police and other designated bomb
disposal specialists should be informed. The areas should be freed for a
minimum distance of 300 to 400 feet in all directions. All emergency
services like fire, health and security units should be called to the scene. The
pre- rehearsed bomb threat drill should be put to action. Organizations
which are most threatened may evolve a special alarm system to act on
identification of a bomb.

If on the other hand, the search results in declaring an area ‘clean’ and
‘safe’ an orderly procedure should exist for concluding the search. The
incident should be reported in detail to the concerned authorities. The
normal operations should resume after reoccupying the area.

GENERAL PRECAUTIONS

In the event of a bomb warning being given, parcels, bags, transistors,
fancy items like toys and other foreign objects left in odd places should at
once be the objects of suspicion and should be dealt with accordingly.
Moreover, the organizations concerned should control and register all
incoming and outgoing persons, vehicles and stores. They should not allow
any visitor who has not been given a prior appointment. Further they should
review physical protection on buildings (including the fencing, external
lights, doors, windows of ground floor, fire escapes and alarms), restrict



parking of vehicles (particularly near the computer room, power station, gas
terminals), enforce the contingency plan on bomb threat, notify all
concerned authorities like the local police, bomb disposal squad,
intelligence branch, dog squads, fire stations, hospitals, mobile patrol and
traffic police, take measures to control panic and chaos among public and, if
necessary brief the press and counter rumours.

Flying start to CRPF Golden
Jubilee



The Central Reserve Police Force Golden Jubilee celebrations this year got
off to a flying start with a glittering function in the Vigyan Bhawan which
was attended by the Union Home Minister, the two Ministers of State in the
Home Ministry and all the chiefs of Central as well as State police
organisations in the country.

In a way the celebrations started right from the morning of April 6 with the
publication of a two-page supplement on the CRPF in the “Times of India”.
As the top brass and guests reached the Vigyan Bhawan in the capital, they
saw an impressive display of a huge arsenal of arms and ammunition
captured from terrorists, extremists and insurgents from various parts of the
country. There was also a display of hundred photographs—both in colour



and black- and-white—that eloquently spoke of the peace-keeping role of
the CRPF in the historic past as well as turbulent today.

Shri Buta Singh and Shri P. Chidambaram try their hands at the seized arms while the Minister of
State for Home Affairs, Shri Santosh Mohan Deb (extreme left), looks on.

The Union Home Minister, Shri Buta Singh, and the Minister of State for Home Affairs, Shri P.
Chidambaram, going round the photo exhibition.



These photographs also showed the humanitarian side of the CRPF in times
of calamities and the laurels won by its sportsmen, particularly its three
Olympians.

At the function, the Union Home Minister, Shri Buta Singh, paid
glowing tributes to the CRPF.

Shri Buta Singh stated that adaptability and versatility of the Force made
it stand out as an elite Central police organisation. “The ever increasing
demand for the Force from the states is perhaps the greatest tribute to it on
the occasion of its golden jubilee”, he said.

The Centre, he said, leaned heavily on the CRPF for meeting the threats
to the integrity and internal security of the country. In all such situations, the
CRPF had never let the Government down. Shri Buta Singh also referred to
a new distinction of the Force in earning the highest number of gallantry
awards in the year 1988.

Referring to the difficult working conditions and problems of the Force
personnel, Shri Buta Singh slated that the Government had already taken a
decision to have regular yearly meetings of the Staff Council for the
redressal of their grievances.

Shri P.G. Halarnkar, the Director General of the CRPF, requested the



Shri P.L. Mehta, the first IGPof CRPF, receives a memento from the Union Home Minister, Shri
Buta Singh.

Government for providing better weaponry, financial incentives and
compensations especially to lower ranks. He assured the Government that
the Force would not give any quarter to complacency and would effectively
meet challenges to unity and internal security of the country.



At the inauguration of the photo and seized arms exhibitions.

At the dinner. On extreme right is Smt. Shailaja Halarnkar.

CRPF GOLDEN JUBILEE

In token of close co-operation between CRPF and State police forces,



mementos were presented to 40 chiefs of the Central and State police
organisations and to the former Director Generals of CRPF. Shri P.L.
Mehta, the first IGP of CRPF, received the memento amidst a thunderous
applause. Shrimati Rini Khanna compered the hour-long function.

Following is the text of the Shri Buta Singh’s speech on the occasion :-

“It gives me great pleasure to inaugurate the Golden Jubilee celebrations
of the C.R.P.F. The celebrations are to continue throughout the year in
various parts of the country. On this occasion, I am happy to place on record
that the Force has distinguished itself commendably in the discharge of its
onerous responsibilities and presently constitutes one of the elite para-
military forces in the country.

Versatility

“Ever since independence, the nation has passed through many a
tumultuous and delicate phases. Not only has the integrity of India been
threatened by external aggressions but its internal security has also faced
very serious challenges from insurgency in certain parts of the country. The
peace and tranquility of the nation has often been disturbed by communal
violence and serious agitations.

“In all these difficult situations the Government have depended heavily
on the C.R.P.F. which, I am proud to say, has never let the Government
down.

“It is really a credit to the Force that it has been able to adapt itself not
only to the multifarious problems but also to the different functional
environments.

“It is, perhaps, the adaptability and the versatility of the Force, which has
made it stand out as one of the elite Central Police Organisations in the
country today. This is amply proved by the fact that the demand for
deployment of the C.R.P.F. in various troubled States of the country is
growing mroe and more every day, to the extent that the Central
Government is finding it difficult to meet such demands.

“In the early years of our independence the C.R.P.F. was confined
primarily to international borders and to some of the insurgent pockets in
the North-East. However, gradually it came to be associated with various
law and order problems in different parts of the country. Whereas in 1965



and 1971 wars, this Force worked in close coordination with the Army, in
the 1970s, the C.R.P.F. was deployed to tackle the growth of Naxalite
movement which had assumed serious proportions in West Bengal and
Andhra Pradesh.

“In the current decade, this Force has not only been used in various parts
of the country for putting down communal disturbances but has become one
of the main arms of the Government to deal with the terrorism in Punjab and
insurgency in North-East region. The latest responsibility entrusted to the
C.R.P.F. is that of peace-keeping, alongside with IPKF, beyond our shores
in Sri Lanka.

Difficulties

We are conscious of the over-de-ployment of the Force. I am greatly
aware of the many constraints under which every member of the Force
works - longer and arduous duties, separation from the family for long
duration, education of children, etc. It will be the endeavour of the
Government to assist you in all possible manners to redress your grievances.

“With their continuous deployment in different parts of the country and
round-the-clock involvement of the Force personnel in the management of
internal security problems, there is virtually no time for them for rest and
training. I would like serious attention to be paid to the aspect of training
and updating your knowledge and skills.



They also serve who stand and play (Band)

“Linked with the aspect of over-de-ployment of the Force is the
operational neccesity of the Force to move from one part of the country to
the other in the shortest possible time. Though it adds to your difficulties,
yet it is one of your most valuable operational assets. I assure you all and,
through you, all men of the Force that the Government is alive to your
problems and is constantly applying its mind to improve your lot and
working conditions. We have already taken a decision to have regular yearly
meetings of the Staff Council for the redressal of your grievances.

Service & Loyalty

“True to your motto of ‘Service and Loyalty’ I am happy that the Force
over the years has meticulously built up several glorious traditions for itself-
the traditions of integrity and probity, of secularism and nationalist
orientation, of adaptability and co-ordination with State Police Forces and
finally of impartiality. It is most heartening to observe that even your lowest
operational Unit i.e. a Section consisting of 10 persons not only represents
all the regions of the country but also the cross-sections of the society. It is
no small wonder, therefore, thai these men professing different religions,
faiths and hailing from different parts of the country act and function in



complete unison. It is this character of the Force which wins the confidence
of the people wherever you are deployed.

Impartiality

“I am happy that each member of the Force attaches great value to its
secular image and nationalist orientation. I am proud of it because this
secular character has ensured that the Force acts impartially in all parts of
the country while dealing with various ethnic, religious and social groups of
our society. The ever increasing demand for deployment of C.R.P.F. is
perhaps the greatest tribute to be paid to the Force on the occasion of the
inauguration of the Golden Jubilee Celebrations of the Force.

A section of the dignitaries at the inaugural function.



“The Force achieved a new distinction of earning the highest number of
gallantry awards in the year 1988.

“The meritorious achievements of the Force in the field of sports and
games, deserve special mention. It can justifiably be proud of having
produced as many as 4 Arjuna award winners amongst whom three are
Olympians.

Sacrifices

I shall be failing in my duty if I do not pay my homage to all those brave
soldiers of your Force who gave their lives so that others may live in peace
and security. My sincere sympathies are also due to the bereaved families
and those disabled in the discharge of their duties. As an important
instrument of our internal security out-fit, the morale of the officers and men
is most important. I would like to assure you, and through you, all other
members of the Force that Government would like to do everything possible
not only to sustain your morale but further strengthen it.

“On this happy occasion, I wish you all and your family members all the
best. Jai Hind.”

364 CRPF MEN DONATE BLOOD

Three hundred sixty four personnel of the Central Reserve Police Force
donated blood at a camp organized in R.K. Puram in New Delhi under the
auspices of CRPF Base Hospital on April 10, 1989.

P.N. Deenadayalan of 58 Battalion who donated for the seventh time and
Sub Inspector Neelam Dabryal of Mahila Battalion who donated for the
fourth time.

Apart from the women of 88



Blood sample being collected for test at the Blood Donation Camp. The donor -Shri S.A. Khan,
Commandant.

Inaugurated by the Red Cross Director, Dr. M.L. Gupta, the camp was
organized in connection with the Golden Jubilee celebrations of the CRPF

Among the donors were Commandant S.A. Khan of 88 Women Battalion
who donated blood for the 38th time, Assistant Commandant Mabhila
Battalion who turned up in large number to donate blood, the female nursing
staff and the women employees of CRPF Base Hospital were among the
donors.

Speaking on the occasion, Director of Red Cross, Dr. M.L. Gupta, lauded
the services rendered by the CRPF in the humanitarian field.

Golden Jubilee Memento

A golden jubilee memento is to be presented to VIPs and guests of CRPF
during the golden jubilee celebrations this year.

The memento-a salver-is made of Electroplated Nickle Silver and is 10
inches in diameter. It carries the CRPF insignia in the center. Engraved on it
is “Central Reserve Police Force” and “1939-1989”. The cost of the



memento alongwith a stand on which it can be placed is Rs. 300
approximately.

Coy Commanders to Sanction Earned Leave

CRPF Company Commanders can henceforth sanction earned leave to
the executive personnel of their Companies.

The Commandants being appointing authority of non- gazetted executive
personnel can delegate the power of sanctioning leave to their Company
Commanders.

IGs being heads of department can delegate the power to Commandants
(Staff), Assistant Commandants and Senior Medical Officers holding
current charge duties to sanction leave to Gazetted officers.

They are no more

With sorrow we give below the list of CRPF personnel who died during
February and March 1989.

Constable Sukhdev Singh (39 Battalion); Constable Aurobindo Mandal
(8 Battalion); Constable Su-rinder Singh (8 Battalion); Lance Naik Kalyan
Singh (37 Battalion); Constable/Driver Ravinder Kumar (32 Battalion);
Head Constable T.S. Rana (63 Battalion); Head Constable Kashi Nath (78
Battalion); Constable P.K. Gogai (Group Centre, Guwahati); Head,
Constable Ramesh Chand (88 Battalion); Constable O Nobin Singh (Group
Centre Imphal); Lance Naik Jyotish Sharma (23 Battalion); Constable
Raghav Shah (16 Battalion); Constable Khiramai Ali (23 (Battalion);
Constable Hazarika (74 Battalion); Constable/Driver J.B. Kohli (1
Battalion); Constable Gokul Chandra Roy (Group Centre, Durgapur);
Constbale S.M. Sategar (29 Battalion); Shri R.N. Singh, Deputy
Superintendent of Police (3 Battalion); Sub Inspector Lal Singh (38
Battalion); and Constable Daftry Jhabar Singh (Directorate General).

FIVE CRPF MEN KILLED



L/Naik Ram P.Rai

Ct. Keshav Yadav



Ct. Makhan Lal

Ct N.J. Sapate

Five jawans of 1st Battalion, CRPF were killed and three other injured in
an ambush by insurgents in Moirang in Churachandpur district of Manipur
on February 13,1989. A young civilian was also killed in the ambush.

The CRPF Section was returning to its outpost after performing bank
security duties at the United Bank of India, when insurgents fired at them
from a Tata vehicle and a jeep. The sudden heavy fire on them resulted in
injuries to all of them. Yet they fired back gallantly. But five of them
succumbed to their injuries within a few minutes. The insurgents escaped
with an LMG, four SLRs and some ammunition.

Those killed were Lance Naiks Panchdev Singh and Ram Parvesh Rai
and Constables N.J. Sapate, Makhan Lal and Keshav Singh.

Head Constable Guman Singh and Constables Mahabir Singh and
Davinder Singh sustained serious bullet injuries. They were rushed to the
hospital in Imphal where after the initial treatment, the right hand of
Constable Mahabir Singh and the left hand of Constable Devinder Singh



were amputated at the elbow joint.

Manipur’s Home Minister announced an ex-gratia payment of Rs. 20,000
to the bereaved families of each of those killed.

Treating a Jawan injured in the ambush.

CRPF DOCTORS ATTEND CONFERENCE

Dr.P.K. Pradhan, GDO, Grade-1 and Dr (Mrs) J. Nayak, GDO, Grade-II
attended the 44th annual conference of the Association of Physicians of

India held at Calcutta from January 19 to 23, 1989.

While Dr. Pradhan presented two papers in the conference, Dr (Mrs)
Nayak presented one paper.

Man of the Moment




Meeting the challenge of terrorism means a long drawn-out
battle, says S.S. Virk, the gallant DIGP of CRPF who is a terror
for the terrorists. An intervieew with H.S. Sethi.

S.S. Virk is man of the moment in Punjab. Not because it was an attack
on him that had provoked Operation Black Thunder. He is the hub around
which all anti-terrorism operations move in the most sensitive area of the
Punjab.

As I met him in his office in the control room of the CRPF at the Canal
Rest House in Amritsar, a journalist was with him to know more about the
goings-on. Virk is one of the best informed police officers, for he has a
network of his own sources.

As the journalist leaves, comes a businessman with an SOS. He has
received a threatening letter from the terrorists to palm off no less than five
lakhs of rupees. Virk sees the letter, goes through the contents and comes
out with his mature judgement, “The letter seems to be fake because this
group of terrorists always uses the letter-head. All the same, without making

»

it obvious, we shall keep a close watch on your house lest....”.

He then calls a waiting Commandant of CRPF and tells him that there
was likely to be an attack by terrorists in a bazaar of a town under his area
of operation and guides him as to how he should go about the operation so
that the terrorists who may strike are not able to get out of the bazar without
being caught.

He not only guides the security forces but is also a livewire in anti-
terrorist operations. When a situation calls for immediate action, he takes
time by the forelock and himself leads an operation. On receiving
information from one of his sources on October 2, 1988 he mobilised his
staff at the control room, asked a Battalion also to send a Section and
headed for village Sur Singh, encountering heavy rains and slush on the
way. There he had a haul of two AK 47 rifles and nine rockets buried deep
below a kitchen.

Hit by the bullet at the time of “Black Thunder” he had only kept a
handkerchief on the face and had asked the boys to return the fire.

“Supposing it was a suicide group of terrorists that had fired upon you”, I



asked.

“We are no less than a suicide group. Terrorism cannot be fought without
matching enthusiasm”, he said cutting me short.

“If someone is afraid of being on the hit list, he may better not wear the
uniform. If someone has been awarded and is afraid to be on the hit list, his
medal should be withdrawn”, says Virk.

There have already been attempts on the life of Virk, recipient of
Padmashree who comes from an illustrious family. (His father was an IAS
officer and the Chairman of the Punjab Public Service Commission) . Last
year when he was travelling by road a truck rammed into his car and sped
off despite the fact that he had kept his programme secret and there was no
flag on his car. It was only after “Black thunder” that one of the surrenderers
had informed him that it was a deliberate act intended to kill him. Besides,
he has been in the thick of exchange of firing a number of times.

He feels, the fire power of the terrorists continues to be better than that of
the security forces. Besides the assault weapons, they have things like
rockets which they have so far not been to use effectively.

Virk denies that the innocent people are being tortured in Punjab. “We
are conscious of the fact that it is not torture but intelligent questioning
coupled with a threat of violence that delivers good”.

What was being done to win them back, I ask.

“The battle of minds is going on. We plan to recruit over a thousand
young men, help those extremists who are a border-line case (that is, who
have not taken part in a heinous crime. A large number of such boys, he
claims, have already come overground but they are not being exposed for
the sake of their safety) and to provide relief where it is called for.



Shri Virk receiving the Police Medal for Meritorious Service from the Union Home Minister, Shri
Buta Singh, in December 1987.

For the present the security forces have the upper hand, says Virk. This is
because of the strengthening of forces on the border, elimination of some
top terrorists, dissension among terrorist ranks and the fact that the new




regime in Pakistan has not yet become active as it was before the death of
General Zia.

But, he adds, meeting the challenge of terrorism means a long drawn-out
battle. “Terrorism is the crime of the future. It is likely to pose the biggest
challenge to the police forces in the coming days. Every state in the country
will be well advised if it does some advance planning in this field”

Filming the CRPF

by
H.S. Sethi

Crossing rivers with ferries near Tezu in Arunachal.



Caring for security of banks in Manipur

A film on the CRPF is currently being produced and efforts are being
made to complete it so that it can be exhibited during celebrations ofthe
CRPF golden jubilee this year.

This film is being got made through the Films Division of the Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting the Films Division team involved in the
production of this colour documentary is headed by Shri K.K. Garg, Joint
Chief Producer of the Films Division. Shri A.K. Goorha is its Director and
ace cameraman Sunil Vermani is shooting from the film.

The tours of the North-East for locale shooting were completed in the
months of March and April. The shooting in Sikkim and Kalimpong will
show the historic role the CRPF played during the days of the merger of the
State with the rest of the country and also how the CRPF in that area is
meeting the challenges of the present times. These include the GNLF
agitation. A spell of shooting done in this connection has the locale of the
Rishi post on which the GNLF had mounted a strong attack last year.




Providing medical relief to inhabitants in ‘Arunachal



Patrolling near the international border in extreme weather conditions somewhere in Arunachal



Guarding the jail of Imphal

This locale was a special one. The bridge at Rishi linked Sikkim with
West Bengal. While on one side of the road is a mountain which falls in the
jurisdiction of West Bengal, on the other side are hills within the jurisdiction
of Sikkim. Some 300 GNLF men are supposed to have crossed over to
Sikkim and attacked the Rishi Post of the CRPF. The men in the post
returned the fire and stuck to their guns. With the arrival of the



reinforcements, which the GNLF men could judge from the movement of
heavy vehicles and lights, they ran away under the cover of darkness.

The Director of the film, Shri Goorha and the cameraman, Shri Sunil
Vermani, has a real tough time climbing up the mountain which rises like a
perpendicular wall at Rishi. This was perhaps the most difficult part of
shooting so far. From Rishi the party went to Kalimpong where it covered
the arms captured from the GNLF and a memorial of three gallant men of
the CRPF who belonged to this area but had given their lives at the call of
duty far away from their hearths and homes-at Hot Spring in Ladakh on the
historic day of October 21, 1959. In all 10 men of the Force had sacrificed
their lives when they were ambushed by the Chinese in the incident.

In Arunachal Pradesh, the area which was most difficult from
communications viewpoint was chosen in order to show that inspite of the
difficulties of the terrain, the men of the CRPF went about their duty
normally, true to the “Chalte Raho Pyare” character of the Force. Shooting
in snow was done at the 2,657-metre high Mayodya pass which is close to
the Chinese border.

It was really a test of patience to be able to shoot in an area where doing
some 40 Kms (up and down) on jeep used to take no less than nine to ten
hours every day because at many points turbulent streams had to be crossed
on ferries, and at times on elephants.

The shooting team also covered the help that the CRPF provided to
inhabitants by way of medical relief.

The coverage in respect of 49 Anniversary Parade and the CRPF
Republic Day contingent this year also stands completed.

In the second leg of the tour coverage of Nagaland, Manipur and Assam
(Bodo violence area) was completed.

In the month of April shooting was done in Kokrajhar area of Assam, in
Manipur and on the Assam-Nagaland border in the North-East and in the
Mand and border areas of the Punjab. The shooting in Kokrajhar area will
show the damage done by the Bodo violence and the manner in which the
CRPF is meeting the challenge. The coverage in Manipur included that of
CRPF guarding the Imphal Jail (from where noted insurgents had escaped
many times in the past) and banks which remain a target of attack by the
insurgent groups.



The readers of Samachar are aware of the hardships the men of the

CRPF are undergoing in trying to maintain peace in the disputed forest
reserve areas on the Assam-Nagaland borders. The villages in the area have
unfortunately been victims of violence in the past as also recently. The
shooting at the Assam-Nagaland border will depict the damage done by this
border conflict and the way the CRPF was playing its part in maintaining
order in this sensitive area.

Mand and the border areas of Punjab which have acquired notoriety for

terrorism are being covered by the Films Division as we go to the Press.

I'll take care of the celebrations,
you of the upkeep of the boiise.
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FOUR TERRORISTS, JAWAN KILLED

Four terrorists were killed in an encounter with personnel of 8th

Battalion, CRPF in Ajnala (Punjab) on February 14, 1989. Constable GPS



Murthy also lost his life in the exchange of fire.

In the course of a search operation launched in the area between Kotli
Sakka and Seurian villages, the CRPF men came under heavy fire when
they neared the farmhouse of one Buta Singh. The house was immediately
encircled.

Constable Murthy crawled to a sugar-cane field facing the house and
killed a terrorist at the doorstep. The other terrorists continued to exchange
fire with CRPF party. Constable Murthy was fatally hit in the exchange of
fire.

Finding the terrorists determined to fight, the CRPF men got on to the
roof and lobbed a few grenades inside the house while the doors were
covered with LMG fire.

When the firing from the terrorists' side ceased, the house was searched
and dead bodies of four terrorists were recovered. Four AK-47 rifles, a
hand-held rocket launcher, a 7.62 Chinese pistol, two live shells and a huge
quantity of arms and ammunition were recovered from the house.

Late Constable G.P.S. Murthy

The terrorists were later identified as self- styled Lt. General Narinder
Singh alias Bhola and Nirmal Singh alias Nimma, both of whom carried a
reward of Rs. 50,000 each on their head, and Ajit Singh alias Jeeta and
Amrik Singh alias Gunga.




THREE TERRORISTS HELD

Three terrorists were arrested by a combined party of 48 Battalion, CRPF
and civil police in Naurangabad area of Tarn Taran police district on
February 14, 1989.

The police personnel laid ambush at two points on Rashiana drain bridge,
after receiving information about terrorists’ movement in the area.

Around 2100 hrs, three persons on a scooter approaching the ambush
point were asked to stop. Instead, one of them fired and they tried to escape
into the area where the other ambush had been. laid. They were fired upon
but were not hit.

The two ambush parties chased the fleeing terrorists from either flanks
and apprehended them.

The three were later identified as Balwinder Singh, Bakhtawar Singh and
Joginder Singh. A .38 loaded revolver and a country-made .32 loaded pistol
recovered from them.

Terrorists Kill 2 Jawans

Constables Aurobindo Mandal and Surender Singh of 8th Battalion,
CRPF were killed in an encounter with extremists in village Abu Saida in
Amritsar district on March 2, 1989.

Late Constable Aurobindo Mandal

On receipt of information about the movement of terrorists, the Company
Commander of ‘B’ Company, 8 Battalion and CRPF men alongwith the
SHO of Ramdas Police Station and civil police rushed to the village.



Late Constable Surender Singh

After cordoning a house, when the SHO and two policemen entered the
premises, they were fired upon, resulting in the death of a Constable Driver
and serious injuries to the SHO and an ASI. Re-inforcement from 8th
Battalion soon reached the spot and exchange of fire continued. When the
two jawans were moving tactically to a vantage point, they were spotted by
the terrorists and shot at, resulting in their death.

3 KILLED BY 48 BATTALION IN ENCOUNTER

Three terrorists were killed in an encounter with personnel of 48
Battalion, CRPF near Baba Budha College in Tarn Taran (Punjab) on March
27, 1989.

On receipt of information, the Senior Superintendent of Police, Tarn
Taran alongwith civil policemen went to Baba Budha College to conduct a
raid. On entry into the college, the police party was fired upon, resulting in
the death of an Assistant Sub Inspector.

Reinforcement from 48 Battalion was rushed and the area cordoned. A
party of ‘B’ Company was fired upon when it approached a tube-well. The
CRPF men returned the fire. The area was then illuminated with para-
illuminating bombs. A person who was seen running was shot at and he fell.
Sensing presence of more extremists in the area, the CRPF men were
withdrawn to a distance and the area subjected to heavy firing. Search of the
area yielded one more deal body.



The following morning, CRPF men recovered the bodies of two more
suspects.

One of the dead was later identified as Malkiat Singh.

A 455 pistol, 5 loaded magazines of AK-47, a BTKF letter pad, a
camera and two diaries were recovered from the spot.

KCF Man Surrenders

Lakha alias Lakhber of the outlawed Khalistan Commando Force was
arrested by a joint party of 41 Battlion, CRPF and Punjab Police after a brief
encounter near Shaheed village in Patti police district on February 26, 1989.

On receipt of information, an ambush was laid by the CRPF men near
village Shaheed. When some movement was noticed in a nearby field, the
CRPF men challenged. In response, a terrorist fired at them and the fire was
returned.

The area was then tactically cordoned. Finding himself surrounded from
all sides, the terrorist raised arms and surrendered.

A Belgian 12 bore DBBL gun with three cartridges were recovered from
him.

Terrorist Commits Suicide

One terrorist committed suicide by consuming cyanide after he was
chased by a CRPF party of 81 Battalion and the civil police at Sahuran
Village in Ropar district of Punjab on February 25, 1989.

The joint party had gone to Sahuran village to conduct a raid. On seeing
the police party, three suspects were seen running away. They were
immediately chased whereupon, one of them committed suicide. A .32 bore
pistol was recovered from him. Another terrorist Baljit Singh was nabbed
alongwith a 12 bore DBBL gun. One managed to escape.

Jeep Blown Off

Two jawans (Head Constable Jeewan Singh and Constable Driver Rama



Murthy of ‘A’ Company, 28 Battalion, CRPF) were injured when a jeep in
which they were patrolling, was blown off by a powerful bomb near village
Tur in Punjab on April 23, 1989.

A 12-volt battery with wire and switch was recovered from the place of
incident. The jeep was completely damaged under the impact of the blast.

Extremists Held in Bihar

Three extremists were apprehended by a party of ‘F° Company, 36
Battalion, CRPF at Shan-tipuram in Jehanabad district of Bihar on March
23, 1989.

Led by Sub-Inspector Mohammed Nazir Shah, the party recovered a
country-made pistol with a few rounds from the extremists.

Medical Aid to Punjab Villagers

A medical team of 86 Battalion, CRPF under the unit medical officer,
Dr.C.R.K. Murthy Rao, gave medical aid to over 100 villagers in Faridkot
district of Punjab in March-April 1989.

The team visited Tarkhanwala, Kattainwali and Jhandewala villages of
the district and won appreciation of the villagers.

One Killed in Kokrajhar

One person was killed when a mobile patrol of ‘B’ Company, 49
Battlion, CRPF opened fire on an unruly armed mob that attacked the patrol
at Halmagaon in Kokrajhar district on February 17, 1989.

Advani Basketball

Having been defeated by Western Railways, CRPF boys had to remain
content with the runners-up trophy of All India Advani Memorial Basketball
Tournament held at Jaipur in February 1989.

2 OF HARDCORE ACCOUNTED FOR



A hard core terrorist Sohan Singh alias Sona carrying a reward of Rs.
30,000 was killed in an encounter with a combined party of 48 Battalion,
CRPF and the Punjab Police in Munda Pind area of Tarn Taran on April 4,
1989.

On receipt of information, the CRPF platoon and civil police party
started searching houses in Munda Pind in the early hours.

When the party neared a hideout, terrorists opened fire on them. After
half an hour’s exchange of fire, the firing ceased and upon search of the area
a dead body, later identified as that of Sohan Singh, was recovered while
other terrorists managed to escape under the cover of darkness. A 12 bore
DBBL gun and some ammunition were recovered from the place of
incident.

Earlier in another encounter on March 10, 1989, personnel of the
Battalion had killed another terrorist Mohinder Singh Manochal, carrying a
reward of Rs. 30,000, near Behla drain bridge in Tarn Taran. He was a self-
styled “Lt. General” of BTKF. Other terrorists managed to escape under the
cover of darkness.

THIRTEEN TERRORISTS SURRENDER

Six terrorists surrendered after a 15-minute exchange of fire with a
combined party of 48 Battalion, CRPF and civil police in Sakira in Amritsar
on February 15, 1989.

The joint party was conducting a search operation in the area when it was
fired upon by a few terrorists.

Finding themselves trapped from all sides, the six terrorists surrendered
with a 12 bore DBBL gun, a .32 pistol and some ammunition.

Three terrorists surrendered to a party of 44 Battalion, CRPF after they
were trapped between two parties of the Unit in Mohammed Nagar area of
Amritsar on February 4, 1989.

The CRPF men were conducting a raid in the area when they spotted
three men trying to escape. They chased the three and an exchange of fire
took place. Another party of 44 Battalion intercepted the terrorists. Finding
themselves trapped, they surrendered to the CRPF men. Two of the
terrorists were later identified as Narinder and Nirvair of K.C.F.

An AK-47 rifle with 3 magazines and 150 rounds, a Mauser pistol with a



magazine and 5 rounds, three detonators and a grenade were recovered from
the apprehended terrorists.

Four terrorists surrendered after a brief encounter with a Section of ‘E’
Company, 41 Battalion, CRPF near village Mrahma in Patti (Punjab) on
April 22,1989.

The four were approaching a CRPF-civil police ambush point in a tractor
when they were asked to stop. Instead of stopping, they opend fire which
was returned. After a brief encounter they surrendered.

The terrorists were identified as Lakhbinder Singh alias Lakha, Narinder
Singh alias Nanda, Jagtar Singh alias Tulli and Lakhbir Singh alias Lakha.

A . 303 pistol with four rounds, a DBBL gun with two cartridges and
three pads of the outlawed Khalis-tan Commando Force were recovered
from them.

ROCKET LAUNCHER, LMG RECOVERED

Three terrorists were killed in an encounter with a combined party of 82
Battalion, CRPF and Punjab Police near Kherabeh village in Ludhiana on
January 26, 1989.

The party while on “naka” duty signalled an approaching tractor to stop.
When the tractor stopped, the occupants jumped out and fired at the party.
The three were shot dead in an encounter that lasted about ten minutes.

A rocket-launcher, six rockets, one LMG, a magazine with 100 rounds,
two AK-47 rifles with magazines and 280 AK-47 rounds were recovered
from the spot.

TWO KILLED IN ENCOUNTER

Two terrorists were killed in an encounter with a joint patrol of CRPF
and Punjab Police near Sarangala village in Lopoke in Amritsar on February
16, 1989. The CRPF men were from 8th and 26th Battalions.

Bichiter Singh, a terrorist was first apprehended alongwith a .32 pistol
and six rounds, in a raid in the area.

Based on the information provided by Bichiter Singh, an operation was



launched in Sarangala village. The party was fired upon from a farm-house,
which was returned. After about half an hour’s exchange of fire one terrorist
was found dead. An AK 47 rifle with 100 rounds and two hand grenades
were recovered.

In the subsequent search of the area, one more body identified as that of
Sahab Singh was found alongwith a DBBL 12 bore gun, some cartridges
and AK 47 rounds.

DG’S COMMENDATIONS PRESENTED

Thirty-eight officers and jawans of the Central Reserve Police Force
were honoured with the Director General’s Commendation discs at a
function at Rabindra Rangshala in New Delhi on March 13, 1989. The
Additional Director General of CRPF, Shri P.S. Bhindar, pinned the discs.

Among those honoured were the Deputy Director of Operations, Shri
S.N. Mathur; DIGP of New Delhi Range, Shri Tilak Kak; Deputy Director
of Communications Brigadier Joginder Singh; Assistant Director of
Operations, Shri George C. Podipara; and Additional DIGPs Shri J.S. Negi
and Shri D.R. Yadava.



The Additional Director General,Shri P.S. Bhindar pins, the DG’s Commendation disc on the
pocket flap of Deputy Director ( Operations)yShri S.N. Mathur.

Punjab Govt. Honours Bal

Raghbir Singh Bal, a Deputy Superintendent of Police in the CRPF, was
awarded the Maharaja Ranjit Singh award at a function in Chandigarh on
March 7, 1989.

The award was presented by the Punjab Governor, Shri S.S. Ray.

Instituted by Punjab Government, the award is given to outstanding
sportsmen of Punjab for excellence in national and international meets.

Shri Bal, who has been the national hammer throw champion for the last
13 years, is the second CRPF officer to be honoured with this prestigious
award. Shri Tejinder Singh Dhillon, Assistant Commandant, was the first to
receive it for his outstanding achievements in shooting.

Shri Bal, was among the 19 sportspersons of Punjab who were honoured
at the function at Raj Bha-van. He got the award money of Rs. 10,000 also.



Children’s Park in Rampur

A children’s park was inaugurated by Sh. B.J.S. Sial, IGP (HQ; in the
CRPF Group Centre campus,. in Rampur on March 24, 1989. This park has
been developed with the untiring efforts of the Group Centre personnel and
a number of play items such as swings, see-saw and merry-go-round have
been provided for the children.

Boating facilities too have been provided in a pond adjacent to the park.

Passing out Parade at Neemuch

The attestation-cum-passing out parade of 89 Battalion, CRPF was held
at Neemuch on March 7, 1989. The parade was the culmination of a nine
months long training that 760 recruits underwent in the Unit.

Shri Joginder Singh, IGP, North Western Sector, took the salute and gave
away prizes.

The award winners were Constables Sanjay Kumar Tyagi (all around
best trainee and best in indoor subjects), Yashbir Singh (best in outdoor
subjects), Govinda Rao (best shot) and Udaybhan Singh (best sportsman).

403 Recruits turn Contables

At an impressive attestation and passing out parade held at the Recruits
Training Centre-3 at Pallipuram on March 30, 1989, 403 recruits turned
Constables. This was the third batch passing out from RTC-3.

The Director General of Kerala Police, Shri Rajagopal Narayan, took the
salute and gave prizes to outstanding trainees.

Speaking on the occasion, Shri Narayan said that the CRPF has more
than lived up to its motto ‘Services and Loyalty’.

KHAJAN BAGS SILVER IN
WORLD POLICE GAMES



Olympic, swimmer Khajan Singh, a Deputy Superintendent of Police of
10th Battalion, CRPF bagged a silver medal in the 100 meters butterfly
event in the World Police Games held at Trento (Italy) from March 2 to 11,
1989.

Khajan Singh clocked 58.7 secs. The winner, a Polish cop, clocked 58.5
secs.

Tejinder Singh Dillon, Assistant Commandant (CRPF) teamed up with
BSF’s Murad Khan for the fourth spot in shooting team events.

Constable Mohinder Singh, also of CRPF. participated in the iudo event.

The three CRPF men were among the eight-member police contingent
that participated for the first time in the Games. Indian police finished
eighth in the overall rating. Policemen from 50 countries participated in the
10-day meet.
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The Director General Shri P.G. Halarnkar has a look at the silver medal bagged by Shri Khajan
Singh at the World Police Games at Trento.

CRPF hoopsters win Dutt Memorial meet

The Central Reserve Police Force hoopsters trounced the formidable
TISCO outfit in the final of J.C. Dutt Memorial Basketball Tournament in



Calcutta in March 1989. The score 81-79. At half time the CRPF led 3431.

With his individual contribution of 31 points, international Jasminder
Singh was the architect of CRPF victory. Skipper Saravjeet Singh assisted
him with 19 points.

Earlier, CRPF beat Eastern Railway in the semi- finals, 79-58.

Shri. B.K. Saha, the president of West Bengal Basketball Association,
gave away the prizes.

ALL INDIA POLICE GAMES

SIX RECORDS REWRITTEN

by
M.P. NATHANAEL



The Director General, Shri P.O. Halamkar,being lifted by CRPF hoopsters after the victory in
basketball championship.




Shri H.P.S. Cheema, the CRPF chief coach, receives the athletics championship trophy from the
Prime Minister, Shri Rajiv Gandhi.

Raghbir Singh Bal - a record effort.



The CRPF Director General, Shri P.G. Halarnkar, being introduced to the Union Home Minister,
Shri Buta Singh, at the inaugural function of the All India Police Games.

Athletics Championship Trophy retained

For the 12th year running, the Central Reserve Police Force retained the
prestigious athletics championship trophy of All India Police Games held at
New Delhi from February 5 to 12, 1989. CRPF logged 181.5 points while
Kerala lagged 5.5 points behind for the run-ners-up placing, BSF were thrid
with 161.5 points.

The four-day athletics events saw six records being shattered. CRPF’s
Deputy Superintendent Raghbir Singh Bal accounted for one, when he
downed his own 11-year-old hammer throw mark of 64.20 meters by
clearing a distance of 64.36 meters. With a hurl of 59.70 meters, CRPF’s
Om Prakash settled for silver while Haryana’s Piare Lal with 58.92 meters
got bronze.

P.V. Wilson, the Kerala Police Inspector, leapt to a distance of 7.66
meters in the long jump event to erase the old mark of 7.46 meters while his
teammate K.F. Job (7.34 meters) settled for silver. The previous record
holder Shashidharan Nair (BSF) had to stay content with bronze for his 7.15




meters effort.

Bihar women quartet of Dipali, Vibha, Sarojini and Emilda posted a new
mark of 51.2 secs in the 4 x 100 meters relay for gold. In the process they
sunk the 3-year-old mark of 51.4 secs set by Madhya Pradesh’s fair cops.
CRPF and Madhya Pradesh girls trailed in that order for next two spots.

Manju Lata of Delhi Police shatterd her own last year’s mark of 12.06
meters by heaving the iron ball across 12.38 meters. Chandigarh’s Satya
Bala (10.72 mtrs) and CRPF’s Shirley Phillips (10.39 meters) were second
and third respectively.



An interesting moment in the CRPF-CISF final.




Kerala boys ran a superb relay in 4 x 400 meters in 3m 14.8 secs to
overthrow the previous mark of 3m 16.1 sec. CRPF (3m 17.9 secs) and U.P.
Police (3m 19.9 secs) settled for the next two rankings.

Bihar women cops with 128 points lifted the athletics championship
trophy while CRPF trailed far behind with 61.5 points. CISF with 42 points
were third.

CRPF’s Shamsuddin displayed stamina, grit and determination when he
won the 3,000 meters steeplechase with ease on the concluding day.



Shamsuddin hits the tape in steeplechase.

Tara Singh of Punjab Police was declared the “best athlete” of the
Games. He won the 5,000 meters and 10,000 meters events and got bronze



in the gruelling marathon. His individual tally read 29 points.

Among women, V.D. Mini of the host team bagged the “best athlete”
title with 16 points to her credit.

CRPF’s Jeet Ram, the brother of Olympian Hari Chand, was placed
second in the gruelling marathon, the first place having gone to BSF’s Avtar
Singh who timed 2h 25m 35 secs. Punjab’s Tara Singh was third.

For his gold winning performance in 1,500 meters race, CRPF’s Kartar
Singh was promoted Head Constable. He returned a timing of 3m 53.1 secs.
Bhupinder Singh (BSF) and Gurmukh Singh (CRPF) got silver and bronze,
respectively.

The games were formally inaugurated by the Union Home Minister, Shri
Buta Singh, on February 9 while the Prime Minister, Shri Rajiv Gandhi,
gave away the prizes. The Orissa Police contingent bagged the “best
disciplined” contingent trophy of the Games, organised by the Central
Industrial Security Force. Twenty-seven teams representing 20 state police
forces,. five-Central Police organisations and two Union Territories
competed for top honours.

The complete results:

100 MTRS RACE

1. Roy .P. Joseph (Kerala) 10.9 Sec; 2. R.D. Muchery (BSF) 11.0 Sec; 3.
Ram Bhool (Punjab) 11.1 Sec; 4. Balbir Singh (Bihar) 11.2 Sec; 5. P.
Mohanto (Orissa) 11.3 Sec; and 6. G. Chander (ITBP) 11.4 Sec.

200 MTRS RACE

1. Roy .P. Joseph (Kerala) 22.0 Sec; 2. Daljit Singh (CRPF) 22.1 Sec; 3.
Ram Bhool (Punjab) 22.2 Sec; 4. R.D. Muchery (BSF) 22.3 Sec; 5. Balbir
Singh (Bihar) 22.4 Sec; and 6. G. Chander (ITBP) 22.4 Sec.

400 MTRS RACE

1. C.S. Muralidharan (Kerala) 48.5 Sec; 2. P.V. Raju (Kerala) 48.6 Sec; 3.
Ishwander Singh (Delhi) 49.3 Sec; 4. Arjun Singh (U.P.) 49.6 Sec; 5. K.P.
Wilson (CRPF) 49.7 Sec; and 6. G.P. Lakra (Bihar) 50.0 Sec.



800 MTRS RACE

1. Budhwa Uraon (Bihar) 1:51.7 Sec; 2. Chandbir Singh(CRPF) 1:53.6 Sec;
3. Azar Mohammed (CRPF) 1:54.7 Sec; 4. Ramphal (Punjab) 1:54.9 Sec; 5.
Lakpathi Prasad (BSF) 1:56.5 Sec; and 6. Rampratap Patil (M.P.) 1:57.9
Sec.

1,500 MTRS RACE

1. Kartar Singh (CRPF) 3:53.1 Sec; 2. Bhupender Singh (BSF) 3:55.0 Sec; 3
Gurumukh Singh (CRPF) 3:56.0 Sec; 4. B. Oraon (Bihar) 3:56.2 Sec; 5.
Lakpathi Prasad (BSF) 3:57.0 Sec; and 6. A.P. Singh (U.P.) 3:59.5 Sec.

110 MTRS HURDLES

1. Taranjit Singh (CRPF) 14.9 Sec; 2. Sitalbaux Singh (Bihar) 15.0 Sec; 3.
Koshalpal Singh (U.P.) 15.2 Sec; 4. Omprakash (Haryana) 15.3 Sec; 5.
Ghasi Ram (CRPF) 15.4 Sec; and 6. H.N. Venkatachala (Karnataka) 15.9
Sec.

400 MTRS HURDLES
1. P.V. Raju (Kerala) 53.4 Sec; 2. P.D. Dinesan (CISF) 53.6 Sec; 3. Daljit

Singh (CRPF) 54.2 Sec; Gur-dyal Singh (CRPF) 54.7 Sec; 5. Munna Singh
(U.P.) 55.2 Sec; and 6. Mahender Singh (U.P.)

3,000 MTRS STEEPLECHASE
1. Shamsuddin (CRPF) 8:57.4 Sec; 2. Sarvandas (BSF) 9:1.8 Sec; 3. Ishwar

Singh (BSF) 9:3.4 Sec; 4. Kartar Singh (CRPF) 9:3.8 Sec; 5. Sudhirkumar
Singh (Bihar) 9:13.9 Sec; and S.R. Payal (CISF) 9:15.9 Sec.

5,000 MTRS RACE

1. Tara Singh (Punjab) 14:30.6 Sec; 2. Ashok Kumar (BSF) 14:34.1 Sec; 3.
Vidhyadhar (BSF) 14:37.8 Sec; 4. Gurunam Singh (CRPF) 14:42.8 Sec; 5.
Shamsuddin (CRPF) 14:53.6 Sec; and 6. Gurunam Singh (Punjab) 14:59.9
Sec.



10,000 MTRS RACE

1. Tara Singh (Punjab) 30:16.00 Sec; 2. Vidhyadhar (BSF) 30:22.00 Sec; 3.
Ashok Kumar (BSF) 30:28.3 Sec; 4. Gurnam Singh (CRPF) 30:37.4 Sec; 5.
Jeet Ram (CRPF) 30:50.07 Sec; and 6. Sheodyal Singh (U.P.) 31:16.00 Sec.

POLE VAULT

1. M. Rajan (Kerala) 4.35 Mts; 2. Gopakumar (Kerala) 4.15 Mtrs; 3. Rajbir
(BSF) 4.05 Mtrs; 4. P.C. Tyagi (CISF) 4.5 Mtrs; 5. Avtar Singh (Punjab)
3.90 Mtrs; and 6. Mangi Ram (BSF) 3.80 Mtrs.

HIGH JUMP

1. P. Ajay Kumar (Kerala) 1.95 Mtrs; 2. A. Sasikumar (Kerala) 1.90 Mtrs;
3. Biswas Ekka (Bihar) 1.85 Mtrs; 4. Ram Kumar (CRPF) 1.85 Mtrs; 5.
Sekh Sagar (M.P.) 1.80 Mtrs; and 6. M. Radhakrishnan (BSF) 1.80 Mtrs.

LONG JUMP

1. P.V. Wilson (Kerala) 7.66 Mtrs (NMR); 2. K.F. Job (Kerala) 7.34 Mtrs;
3. Sasidharan Nair (BSF) 7.15 Mtrs; 4. Balvinder Singh (BSF) 7.09 Mtrs; 5.
Suyodhanan (CRPF) 7.01 Mtrs; and 6. A.K. Mohanto (Orissa) 7.01 Mtrs.

TRIPLE JUMP

1. Keshwar Sahoo (Bihar) 15.43 Mtrs; 2. S. Anil Kumar (Kerala) 15.10
Mtrs; 3. Dalbir Singh (Punjab) 14.87 Mtrs; 4. C. Jayakumar (Kerala) 14.75
Mtrs; 5. Appu Kuttan (BSF) 14.54 Mtrs; and 6. Suraj Thapa (Bihar) 14.25
Mtrs.

SHOT PUT

1. Avtar Singh (BSF) 17.15 Mtrs; 2. Gurumit Singh (BSF) 17.12 Mtrs; 3.
Shakti Singh (CISF) 16.54 Mtrs; 4. Balraj (Rajasthan) 15.05 Mtrs; 5.
Kamaldeep Singh (CRPF) 14.56 Mtrs; and 6. Babu Mathew (Kerala) 14.38
Mtrs.

DISCUSS THROW



1. Shakti Singh (CISF) 54.62 Mtrs; 2. Manjeet Singh (BSF) 54.56 Mtrs; 3.
Kuldeep Singh (BSF) 52.60 Mtrs; 4. R.S. Bal (CRPF) 49.44 Mtrs; 5. Jaiber
Singh (Haryana) 45.90 Mtrs; and 6. Ajit Bhaduria (CRPF) 45.82 Mtrs.

HAMMER THROW

1. R.S. Bal (CRPF) 64.37 Mtrs (NMR); 2. Om Prakash (CRPF) 59.70 Mtrs;
3. Paire Lal (Haryana) 58.92 Mtrs; 4. Rajesh Bhardwaj (ITBP) 54.46 Mtrs;
5. Daljet Singh (BSF) 51.52 Mtrs; and 6. Gurumukh Lal (BSF) 50.46 Mtrs.

JAVELIN THROW

1. Devender Singh (BSF) 63.00 Mtrs; 2. Ramashankar (CRPF) 62.94 Mtrs;
3. Jaibir Singh (CISF) 62.22 Mtrs; 4. Satbir Singh (Haryana) 61.80 Mtrs; 5.
Yusuf Khan (Bihar) 61.26 Mtrs; and 6. K. Natarajan (CRPF) 60.90 Mtrs.

4x400 MTRS RELAY

1. Kerala 3:14.0Sec (NMR); 2. CRPF 3:17.9; 3. U.P. 3:19.9 Sec; 4. Bihar
3:20.3 Sec; 5. Punjab 3:20.3 Sec; and 6. BSF 3:20.4 Sec.

4x100 MTRS RELAY

1. Kerala 42.0 Sec (NMR); 2. BSF 42.3 Sec; 3. CRPF 42.7 Sec; 4. Orissa
42.9 Sec; 5. Bihar 43.0 Sec; and 6. Mharashtra 43.3 Sec.

DECATHLON

1. Suyodhanan (CRPF) 6478 points; 2. Barpur Singh (Delhi)6061 points; 3.
Nasir Hussain (CRPF) 6034 points; 4. L.K. Gogoi (BSF) 5717 points; 5.
Balwinder Singh (BSF) 5695 points; and 6. Kulvir Singh (Punjab) 5661
points.



The victorious CRPF contingent

MARATHON

1. Avtar Singh (BSF) 2 Hrs. 25 M 35 Sec; 2. Jeet Ram (CRPF) 2 Hrs 25 M
36 Sec; 3. Tara Singh (Punjab) 2 Hrs 28 M 32 Sec; 4. L. Madhu (SSB) 2
Hrs 28 M 37 Sec; 5. Rasdeo Singh (CRPF) 2 Hr 31 M 35 Sec; and 6.
Pradeep Singh (CISF) 2 Hr 31 M 53 Sec.

100 MTRS RACE (WOMEN)

1. Dipali Naik (Bihar) 13.1 Sec; 2. Vibhya Kumari (Bihar) 13.4 Sec; 3.
Mudhri Baghwat (M.P.) 13.5 Sec; 4. Bandira Biswas (CRPF) 13.6 Sec; 5.
Shely M.N. (CRPF) 13.7 Sec; and 6. Swapna.J. Kalekar (Maharashtra) 13.8
Sec.

400 MTRS RACE (WOMEN)

1. Bmelda Ekka (Bihar) 1:2.7 Sec; 2. Shila Toppo (Bihar) 1:3.7 Sec; 3.
Shily Joseph (M.P.) 1:4.8 Sec; 4. Juri Das (CRPF) 1:4.9 Sec; 5. A. Gosh
(CISF) 1:5.9 Sec; and 6. B. Biswas (CRPF) 1:6.5 Sec.

100 MTRS HURDLES (WOMEN)



1. Sarojini Lakra (Bihar) 16.7 Sec (NMR); 2. V.D. Mini (CISF) 17.0 Sec; 3.
Baljeet Kaur (Punjab) 17.08 Sec; 4. N.G. Noobi Devi (CRPF) 18.1 Sec; 5.
S. Banerjee (CISF) 19.6 Sec; and 6.6. Rashida Johan (M.P.) 20.0 Sec.

LONG JUMP (WOMEN)

1. Cicily Peter (CISF) 5.18 Mtrs; 2. V.D. Mini (CISF) 5.07 Mtrs; 3. Shely
M.S. (CRPF)5.06 Mtrs; 4. Emelda Ekka (Bihar) 4.96 Mtrs; 5. Kalawati
Yadav (M.P.) 4.84 Mtrs; and 6. Juhi Das (CRPF) 4.82 Mtrs.

HIGH JUMP (WOMEN)

1. Maya Naik (Bihar) 1.50 Mtrs; 2. M. Padma (Bihar) 1.45 Mtrs; 3. Geeta
Paul (CRPF) 1.35 Mtrs; 4. Jayashree Malwar (Maharashtra) 1.35 Mtrs; 5.
Sumitra Paswan (CRPF) 1.35 Mtrs; and 6. Nisha Jaiswal (M.P.) 1.35 Mtrs.

SHOT PUT (WOMEN)

1. Manju Lata (Delhi) 12.38 Mtrs (NMR); 2. Satya Bala (Chandigarh) 10.72
Mtrs; 3. Sherly Philip (CRPF) 10.39 Mtrs; 4. D.P. Padma (Bihar) 10.21
Mtrs; 5. Oliver Grace Kullu (Bihar) 10.11 Mtrs; and 6. Roshini Devi
(Haryana) 09.93 Mtrs.

4 x 100 MTRS RELAY (WOMEN)

1. Bihar 51.2 Sec (NMR); 2. CRPF 52.2 Sec; 3. M.P. 53.2 Sec; 4. CISF 53.5
Sec; 5. CISF Maharashtra 55.1 Sec; and 6. Punjab 55.2 Sec.

4 x 400 MTRS RELAY (WOMEN)

1. Bihar 4:19.7 Sec; 2. CRPF 4:22.2 Sec; 3. M.P. 4:22.2 Sec; 4. Maharashtra
4:29.4 Sec; 5. CISF 4:33.7 Sec; and 6. Punjab 5:00.1 Sec.

GEMS

Reading is to the mind what exercise is to the body.
-Steele
I pray to Theee, O God, that I may be beautiful within.



- Socrates
One should eat to live, not live to eat.
- Franklin

CRPF Hoopsters Reign Supreme

The Central Reserve Police Force hoopsters trounced hosts Central
Industrial Security Force (80-50) to lift the basketball championship trophy
of 38th All India Police Games in New Delhi in February last. The winners
led 42-23 till half-time.

The architect of CRPF victory undoubtedly was international Jas-minder
Singh who made good use of his experience of the series played against
Syrians in recent months. He contributed 31 points. Sarabjeet Singh (19)
Surinder Singh (11) and Sabu Syriac (10) were the other major scorers.

Vinod Kumar (18) top-scored for CISF followed by Karan Singh (15)
and Hansraj Singh (11).

Shri P.G. Halarnkar, the Director-General of CRPF who witnessed the
CRPF-CISF clash, was prompt in promoting Jasminder Singh to the rank of
Inspector soon after the match.

Earlier, CRPF overcame holders Kerala (81-60) while CISF managed a
victory over Punjab (77-75) in the semi- finals.

Gymnastics

CRPF gymnasts bagged the gymnastics team title with a tally of 527.20
points while the Indo-Tibetan Border Police (507.85) and the Border
Security Force (507.70) trailed in that order. With the gold of horizontal bar,
silver of Roman rings and bronze of vaulting horse and floor exercises in his
kitty, Vijay Kumar, the 24-year-old Head Constable of CRPF had no
difficulty in bagging the “best gymnast” title. His individual tally was 96.90
points.

Other gold winners were Prem Bhola (CISF) in vaulting horse and floor
exercises, Abdul Hussain (CRPF) in parallel bars, Nabh Kumar (ITBP) in
Roman rings and Ajit Singh (CISF) in prommelled horse.



Wrestling

BSF won the wrestling championship title with 59 points. CISF logged
49 points white CRPF lagged 16 points behind. Winners were Rajesh
Kumar (BSF) in 48 kgs category, Jagdeep Singh (BSF) in 52 kgs, Ashok
Kumar (CISF) in 57 kgs, Krishan Kumar (BSF) in 62 kgs, Umed Singh
(BSF) in 68 kgs, Har-jinder Singh (BSF) in 74 kgs, Sar-wan Singh (Punjab)
in 82 kgs, San-jay Kumar (BSF) in 90 kgs, Subhash (BSF) in 100 kgs and
Asian Games bronze medallist Kartar Singh (Punjab) in 130 kgs.

Judo

With 17 points, CRPF retained the judo championship title. BSF and
CISF with 13 and 11 points settled for the next two spots, respectively.

The gold-winning judokas were Bharat Singh Yadav (Madhya Pradesh)
in above-85 kgs category, Rajender Singh (CISF) in below-85 kgs, Radhey
Sham (CRPF) in below-76 kgs, Jagdish Chandra (BSF) in below-68 kgs,
Mahender Singh (CRPF) in below 60 kgs, Ram Singh (CRPF) in below-55
kgs, Dharmendra Singh (BSF) in below-50 kgs and Ram Niwas (CRPF) in
open category.

Hockey

In the hockey final, Punjab Police clashed with defenders BSF to regain
the title by a solitary goal that came through a penalty conversion by
Punjab’s Surinder Sodhi in the dying minutes of the match. CRPF settled for
third spot after a victory over CISF by two goals to nil.

Kabaddi

Punjab Police maintained superiority in kabaddi competitions defeating
BSF in the final by 52 points to 23. At half-time, the score read 32-14.
Tough and sturdy Inspector Balwinder Singh was feared by the bordermen.

He alone contributed 27 points to the Punjab tally. Gurnam Singh (7) top-
scored for BSF.

Volleyball



In the volleball fixtures, Kerala cops held on to the championship trophy
for fifth year, ousting BSF 15- 11, 10-15, 15-7, 6-15, and 15-8 in the final
played at Indira Gandhi Indoor Stadium. International Cyril C Veloor and
Abdul Razak were the architects of Kerala victory. Punjab finished third
with a 15-6, 15-5 and 15-2 victory over ITBP.

Football

Following a victory over CRPF and ITBP, Kerala romped into the soccer
final to meet BSF and scored a win through a solitary goal by B.P. Satyan in
the 22nd minute of the second half. Nagaland beat ITBP 2-0) for third place.

Twenty-seven state and central police forces took part in the games
organized by the Central Industrial Security Force.

-M.P. NATHANAEL



Shri P.G. Halarnkar, the Director General of CRPF, being introduced to the Prime Minister, Shri
Rajiv Gandhi, on the concluding day ofA-I Police Games.



Regd. No. 45950/89

The victory lap in Poice athletics,
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CRPF jawans wading through the water in Mand to carryout operations against terrorists.
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Letter from the Editor

Dear Reader,

Shri H.S. Sethi, who had been the Chief Editor of this magazine for the
last 15 years, left the CRPF on promotion and posting to the Directorate of
Field Publicity on June 30, 1989.

Over the years, he strived hard to keep the standard of this newsletter
high. He did succeed in his endeavour as is evident from the letters we have
been receiving from our esteemed readers from time to time.

We assure the readers that we shall continue to maintain the high
standard of this newsletter. Towards this end, we seek your co-operation by
way of contributing articles, anecdotes, humour, cartoons and even
photographs. Handsome honorariums await those, whose pieces are
accepted for publication.

The release of the CRPF commemorative stamp on July 27 to mark the
Golden Jubilee was an important landmark in the history of CRPF. The
stamp was simultaneously released in New Delhi, Neemuch, Gandhinagar,
Calcutta, Chandigarh, Madras and Amritsar.

The cover story naturally focuses on the function held in New Delhi.

An article entitled ‘Legal protection for CRPF personnel’ provides
interesting insight into the protection afforded to CRPF personnel by the
laws of the land in the course of performance of their duties. An informative
article which should benefit the CRPF officers and men.

Sixteen of our officers and jawans were honoured with gallantry medals
during the last quarter. This naturally speaks volumes of the dedication of
CRPF personnel. A brief account of various incidents for which these
awards were announced.

Our successes against terrorism in Punjab have been mounting. But these
are not without sacrifices. While we lost a gallant officer in Shri Avtar
Singh Chhetra, ten other CRPF men lost their lives in two encounters. A
brief report on these encounters plus other incidents in the Punjab. Also



included are reports about the presentation of cheques to next of kin of
CRPF men killed in the Punjab.

(M. P. NATHANAEL)

Legal Protection to CRPF Personnel

by
P. N. Mago
Jt. Asstt. Director (Legal)

The Central Reserve Police Force is one of the largest and oldest armed
police forces of the country. These days, a number of other forces like BSF,
CISF, ITBP and RPF are performing duties which the CRPF performed in
the past. It has discharged and continues to discharge very onerous, difficult
and sensitive duties for which it has earned a large number of President’s
Police Medals for gallantry, Police Medals for gallantry Prime Minister’s
Life Saving Medals, Vishit Sewa Medals, Sena Medals, Jeewan Raksha
Padak and various other commendations.

Due to disturbed political, social and other conditions in the country, the
CRPF has been widely deployed throughout the country. The demand for
this Force from the various States and the Union Territories has been
increasing day by day. During the last few years the force has been
performing sensitive duties of combating terrorism and large scale violence
in Assam and Punjab and containing insurgency in the North East.

The Central Government have, under section 16 of the CRPF Act, 1949



conferred certain powers and duties of Police on the members of the CRPF
in view of the sensitive and onerous duties which it is called upon to
perform. These include power to arrest without warrant (Section 41 of the
CrPC), power of search of place entered by person sought to be arrested
(Section 47 CrPC), power of search of arrested persons (Section 51 CrPC),
power to seize certain property (Section 102 CrPC), and power to prevent
cogni- zable offences (Section 149 CrPC). Therefore, it is important that all
members of the CRPF have adequate legal protection in the discharge of
their official duties.

To perform their onerous and sensitive duties boldly without fear of
being arrested and prosecuted, the following legal safeguards are available
to the members of the CRPF.

Protection against arrest

In discharging their duties, one or more members of the Force may be
called upon to take action in good faith, which may expose them to the
possibility of being arrested and prosecuted by the police. For such a
situation, Section 45 of the CrPC provides that no member of the Armed
Force of the Union shall be arrested for anything done or purported to be
done in the discharge of his official duties except after obtaining the
consent of the Central Government. This is an important safeguard
against arrest. It, however, needs to be noted that previous sanction of the
Central Government under this Section would be required only where the
act out of which the alleged offence arises was done or purported to be done
in the discharge of his official duties and not otherwise. In other words,
every act of a member of the Force is not protected and this safeguard does
not give him the licence to do anything at his will, the reason being that
committing an offence cannot be a part of his official duty. The act
committed by the member of the Force will come under the protection of
this Section only where there is reasonable connection between the act and
the discharge of his official duties and not mere pretence or fanciful claim
that he did it in the performance of his duty. Acts like taking bribe, cheating
and offences committed while searching would not be protected.

Protection Against Prosecution
Similarly, in order to facilitate effective and unhampered performance of



their official duties and to protect the members of the Force from frivolous,
vexatious and false prosecution for offences alleged to have been committed
by them while acting or purporting to act in the discharge of their official
duties, Section 197 of the Code makes adequate provisions. In sub section
(1) thereof it is provided, interalia, that no court shall take cognizance of an
offence alleged to have been committed by a public servant removable by
the Central Government while acting or purporting to act in the discharge
of his official duty, except with the previous sanction of the Central
Government. Further in sub section (2) thereof it is provided, interalia, that
no court shall take cognizance of an offence alleged to have been
committed by a member of armed force of the Union while acting or
purporting to act in the discharge of his official duty except with the
previous sanction of the Central Government. Thus two fold protection
against criminal prosecution is available to the Gazetted Officers of the
Force under Section 197 of the Code of Criminal Procedure. One such
protections is provided for under Sub Section (1) of Section 197 apart from
the other being available under Section 197 (2) of the Code of Criminal
Procedure, flowing from their being members of the Force. The protection
under Section 197 (1) is available by virtue of their being public servants
not removable from the service save by or with the sanction of Central
Government. CRPF Gazetted Officers while performing their official duties
are deemed to be employed in the affairs of the Union within the meaning of
clause (a) of sub-section (1) of Section 197 of CrPC. Therefore, no court can
take cognizance of any offence alleged to have been committed by them
while acting or purporting to act in the discharge of their official duties
except with the previous sanction of the Central Government. The other
protection available to all the members of the Force regardless of their rank
by virtue of their being members of an Armed Force of the Union is
contained in sub-section (2) of Section 197 of the CrPC. Under this
subsection as stated above, no court shall take cognizance of any offence
alleged to have been committed by any member of the Armed Forces of the
Union while acting or purporting to act in the discharge of official duties
except with the previous sanction of the Central Government.

There was a controversy in various courts whether CRPF is an armed
Force of the Union, as the protection against and prosecution is available
only to a member of Armed Forces of the Union. This controversy has now
been set at rest. The Supreme Court in their judgement in the case of



Akhlesh Parsad v/s State of Mizoram (AIR 1981 SC 150) held that the
CRPF is an Armed Force of the Union. Under Article 141 of the
Constitution of India, the law declared by the Supreme Court is binding on
all the courts throughout the country and therefore the above protection is
available to members of the CRPF.

Protection against civil or criminal proceedings.

Under Section 17 of the CRPF Act, 1949 no proceeding, whether civil or
criminal, can be instituted against a member of the CRPF for anything done
in the performance of his official duties without giving prior notice to the
accused or his superior officer at least one month before the commencement
of such proceedings. Similarly, no proceedings—civil or criminal—can be
instituted against any member of CRPF for anything done in his official
capacity after the expiry of three months of the commission of the act so
complained of. However, if any such proceedings are brought against any
member of the Force within three months of the commission of any official
act complained, the member of the Force so proceeded against will be
discharged by the court under Section 17 if he proves that he has performed
that act in pursuance of a warrant or under order of a competent authority,
notwithstanding any, defect in the jurisdiction of the authority which issued
such warrant or order.

Protection against prosecution for dispersing unlawful assembly

Here too, a two-fold protection is available to the members of the Force
under Secton 132 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973. Firstly, under
the provision of sub section (1), no prosecution against any person for any
act purporting to be done under Section 129, 130 or 131 of CrPC shall be
instituted in any criminal Court without the sanction of the Central
Government. Secondly, no officer or member of the Armed Forces doing
any act in obedience to any order which he was bound to obey or doing an
act in good faith in compliance with the requisition under Section 129 or
130 shall be deemed to have committed an offence.

General
Similar legal protection is available to members of the CRPF under the



Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act and the Disturbed Area Act when our
Force is deployed along-with the Armed Forces or the local police.

Shri C. S. Dwivedi, IGP, CRPF Northern Sector presents the Best Battalion, trophy of Delhi-based
Battalions to the Commandant of 64 Battalion, Shri Pritam Singh.



The Director of the Internal Security Academy Shri S.C. Jha has a look at the BEST equipment
dfter its inauguration.

BEST equipment at Mount Abu

A modern device known as BEST equipment characterised by high speed
transmission and error correction capability has been installed in the Internal
Security Academy by 4th Signal Battalion of the CRPF at Mount Abu. This
was inaugurated by Director of ISA, Shri S.C. Jha.

BEST (Burst Error Control System) equipment, linking Mount Abu with
Delhi, is a part of the overall technological upgradation scheme in signals
communication. This computer-aided system stores the messages and
transmits at the rate of 200 bauds per second and while receiving the
message the computer itself detects and corrects the errors so that an error-
free message is delivered to the addressee.

According to Brig. Joginder Singh, Deputy Director (Communications),
CRPF, this is a step towards the modernization package to be introduced in
CRPF in the next five years.




WALL PICTURE TV

A television set that can be hung on the wall like a picture is now
possible following the development in Britain of a new method of producing
flat screens.

The development, which allows the manufacture of liquid crystal display
(LCD) screens as thin as a sheet of glass, has wide-ranging implications not
only for TVs but also for cockpit and dashboard displays, art reproduction
and instant colour photocopiers. (A BIS release).

Criminals’ smell bank in Holland

Rotterdam Police plan to improve their files by setting up a bank of
criminals’ smells.

Serious crime suspects will not only be photographed and fingerprinted
but will also have to give a smell sample by holding a piece of sterlised
cloth for five minutes.

(Source : National Herald dated 27.5.1989)

Computer based Teleprinter in Punjab

Personnel Computer-based Electronic Teleprinters have been installed at
Chandigarh and Amritsar. This will facilitate automatic reception and
transmission of messages.

It will also speed up communication coverage and reduce the possibility
of error.

CRPF men rescue crash victims

Personnel of 23 and 61 Battalions, CRPF led by Shri S. R. Sawhney,
Commandant (Staff) of DIGP, CRPF, Kohima rescued three aircraft
technicians after a Westland helicopter crashed near Merema village in
Kohima on February 7, 1989.

The helicopter, which was on its scheduled flight from Dimapur to
Kohima crashed shortly before it was to land at Kohima.



On receipt of information, Shri Sawhney along with other CRPF men
trudged through the thick forest in search of the debris during the night and
rescued three technicians after locating them. The bodies of three others—
the two pilots and an engineer—who were Kkilled in the crash were also
removed to the hospital.

The prompt evacuation of the three technicians helped save their lives.

The rescue and relief operation carried out by the CRPF officers and men
were appreciated by the Chief Minister of Nagaland Shri S. C. Jamir.

DMS Boots for CRPF men

One pair of DMS boots with serviceability period of 3 years has been
authorised for all Subordinate Officers and other ranks of CRPF. This will
be in replacement of one of the two pairs of boot ankle already authorised
for them.

Sixteen CRPF Personnel honoured

Four officers and 12 other men of the Central Reserve Police Force have
been honoured with gallantry medals by the President. Three of these are
posthumous awards.

While Deputy Superintendent of Police Kirpal Singh, Lance Naik
Sadashiv Singh, Constables Bhoop Singh, Mohammed Khalil and Shakti
Singh (all of 20th Battalion) and late Deputy Superintendent of Police Sawai
Singh (69th Battalion) have been awarded the President’s Police Medal for
Gallantry, Commandant Bhagat Singh, Lance Naik Chattar Singh,
Constable Driver B.B. Choubey (all of 11th Battalion) Constables Richpal
Singh and Sabir Hussain, Late Constable Om Prakash (all of 69th
Battalion), Deputy Superintendent of Police Kanwar Singh, Sub Inspector
Ravinder Kumar Singh and Consble Kuldeep Singh, (all of 49th Battalion)
and late Inspector Nirmal Singh (80th Battalion) have been honoured with
Police Medal for Gallantry.

On receipt of information of terrorists’ movement, DSP Kirpal Singh
alongwith SHO, Rajpura and a CRPF Section rushed towards Bannur-



Ambala Road on May 6, 1988.

Dy. S. P. Kirpal Singh (Now Asstt. Comdt.)

L/Nk Bhoop Singh

L/Nk Mohammed Khalid



Ct. (Dvr.) B. B. Choubey

While approaching suspected farm house, the CRPF men saw a youth
running towards a field. In the course of search of the area, two terrorists
fired at the CRPF men and tried to flee. After a chase of over 5 kilometers



during which the exchange of fire continued, the two were shot dead. They
were later identified as Daljinder Singh and Balwinder Singh. Two AK-47
rifles, over 1000 rounds and 200 fired cases were recovered from them.

In this encounter, DSP Kirpal Singh and Lance Naik Sadsahiv Singh and
Constables Bhoop Singh, Mohamed Khalil and Shakti Singh displayed
valour of high order.

Deputy Superintendent of Police Sawai Singh alongwith four Sections
rushed to Ishan Raza Para village in Tripura on July 15, 1987 when he learnt
that TNV extremists had proceeded towards that village after killing and
looting the villagers of Shib Bari.

The extremists fired on the CRPF men when they were approaching the
village, which was returned.

Despite heavy firing, the officer crawled to get closer to the extremists’
position when he was hit by a volley of bullets. He was about to fire at the
extremists when he died.

Constable Om Prakash, manning the light machine gun, was firing at the
extremists from a vantage point when he was fatally hit by bullets.

Ignoring the bullet injury sustained on his chest, Constable Sabir Hussain
continued to fire at the extremists forcing them to flee from their position.
When he became too weak to fire due to heavy loss of blood, Constable
Richpal Singh rushed to him despite heavy firing and shifted him to a safer
place. Not caring for his own safety, he even managed to retrieve the
wireless set from the dead body of DSP Sawai Singh and the LMG from the
body of Constable Om Prakash and thus saved them from being taken away
by the extremists.



Dy. S. P. Kanwar Singh

Late Inspector Nirmal Singh

Inspector Nirmal Singh, while on leave, was attending a function in a
temple in his native village Kari Sahari in Hoshiarpur district on March 3,
1988, when some terrorists began firing at the congregation
indiscriminately. The Sikh Inspector, without caring for his own safety,
immediately directed all people to lie down to escape the bullets. While he
thus saved a large number of lives, he himself was shot in his temple



resulting in his instantaneous death.

In another encounter in Hoshiarpur on October 17, 1987 two terrorists
were killed by personnel of 11th Battalion. On being asked to stop two men
on a scooter fired at the Commandant and his men. In the exchange of fire
one terrorist was killed. The other was killed while grappling with the CRPF
driver. Commandant Bhagat Singh, Lance Naik Chattar Singh and
Constable Driver B.B. Choubey displayed conspicuous courage in the
encounter.

Sub Inspector Ravinder Kumar Singh gets the medal for Kkilling a
terrorist who was about to shoot at a CRPF Constable near Katra Dal Singh
Chowk behind the Golden Temple in Amritsar on August 6, 1987.

DSP Kanwar Singh had gallantly grappled with a hard core terrorist in
Amritsar on September 17, 1987. The terrorist had fired at the CRPF men
when challenged. While he was firing, DSP Kanwar Singh pounced on him
and grappled with him till he was shot dead by other CRPF men.

Constable Kuldeep Singh displayed conspicuous gallantry when he
grappled with a dreaded terrorist Amarjit Singh at Katra Dai Singh in
Amritsar on August 6, 1987 at grave risk to his own life. The terrorist was
firing indiscriminately, on being spotted by CRPF men, when Constable
Kuldeep Singh pounced on him and tried to disarm him. No sooner the
terrorist got himself released from the Constable’s grip, he was shot dead by
other CRPF men.

They are no more

With sorrow, we give below the list of CRPF personnel who died during
June 1989 :

Shri Avtar Singh Chhetra, Assistant Commandant (on deputation with
Punjab Police as Supdt. of Police (Operations); Sub Inspectors Meharban
Singh (83 Battalion) and Khem Singh (16 Battalion); ASI (M) R. D. Yadav
(G.C. Rampur); Head Constables Jaswant Singh (55 Battalion); Ram Kumar
(26 Battalion), Ved Prakash (41 Battalion), Mambaran Yadav (36
Battalion), Bishan Dev Singh (58 Battalion) and Peter Topo (38 Battalion);
Naik Amar Singh (41 Battalion); Lance Naiks Tejraj Singh (19 Battalion),
T. C. Upadhyaya (70 Battalion) and Raghuraj Singh (97 Battalion); and
Constables Bhufen Gian (49 Battalion), Umed Singh (41 Battalion), Kashim



Sab (G.C. Hyderabad), Gaya Prasad (GC, PKE, Gandhinagar), Naunihal
Singh (41 Battalion), Inder Singh (24 Battalion), Mohinder Singh (10
Battalion), Laxmi Kant Burman (41 Battalion) and Jalaluddin (79
Battalion); Constable Driver N. C. Bombalay (G. C. Nagpur) and Safai
Karmachari Om Das (74 Battalion).

Delhi-Ferozepur linked

Delhi has been directly linked to Ferozepur by a teleprinter machine.

This will facilitate speedy communication of messages to and from the
Battalions deployed in operational area of DIGP, CRPF Ferozepur.

More Ministerial posts

Based on the recommendations of SIU on work study of Group Centres,
the Government has approved the creation of posts of 18 Administrative
Officers, 52 Subedars Major (Ministerial), 36 Inspectors (Ministerial), 238
Sub Inspectors (Ministerial), 1 Daftary and 17 Peons.

241 posts of Assistant Sub Inspectors (Ministerial) are to be abolished.

THE THRILLS OF TREKKING

Mountaineering and trekking is not a private affair which a mountaineer
and a trekker tends to prize so highly. It belongs to all. Let me convey
something of the less dramatic, but more deeply meaningful reality of
trekking. A trek is not ‘an end itself but a stage on which men could interact.

Trekking is the drama of the hardships, of the toiling in heights and
plains into a setting of day to day reality, a setting of grubby living, of hours
of sweaty boredom with moments of fun, of loneliness for meditation—in
all, a setting where men are human beings, nothing more and nothing less.

Trekking with friends is like a marriage. Community living for many
days rubs away the veneer. One may appear to his companions to be
burdened by excessive faults and annoying habits. Weaknesses show, but
also strengths; personal ambitions but also the’ ability to compromise. The
result is always for the better, and when the team is right, the experience



becomes more meaningful day by day.

“What is the use of trekking or hiking,” one may ask. No use at all would
be the answer. There is not the slightest prospect of any physical gains. We
don’t get a bit of gold or silver, nor any coal or iron. There is something in
man which responds to the challenge of trekking and goes out to meet it.
The struggle is the struggle of life itself. It is just sheer joy. And joy is, after
all, the end of life. We do not live to eat and make money. We eat and make
money to be able to enjoy life.

By trekking I do not mean mere trudging on the beaten tracks of our
predecessors. But to be, where no or few human beings have been before.

Shri H. S. Sethi receives a memento from the Director General Shri P. G. Halamkar at a farewell
party at Ravindra Rangshala in New Delhi.

SETHI JOINS FIELD PUBLICITY

Shri H. S. Sethi, took over charge as Joint Director in the Field Publicity



Directorate in New Delhi on June 30, 1989.

He served as the Public Relations Officer of the Central Reserve Police
Force since September 1973, prior to his appointment on promotion to the
Field Publicity Directorate.

He had earlier served as Deputy Director (Tourism) in Himachal Pradesh
and in the Public Relations Department in Punjab Government, after a brief
stint as a Sub Editor in Indian Express.

A prolific writer, he has contributed articles to several national dailies
and magazines.

To trod the grounds that have not felt the human feet.

A trekker, whether he succeeds or fails, delights in the fun and joy of the
struggle. To quote Hummery, the Alphine trekker, “A trekker is potent to
happiness and his blood tingles through his veins, destroying every trace of
cynicism and striking at the very roots of pessimistic philosophy”. And to
quote Shakespeare, “And this, our life, exempt from public haunts, finds
tongues in trees, books in the running brooks, sermons in stones and good in
everything.”

Each day’s march of a trekker is memorable, either by some little
incident, almost always trivial or by a sight so briefly seen that it leaves an
indelible impression on the memory and brings our souls alive.

—Vijay Shukla

Think it over

Life is a series of experiences, each one of which makes us bigger, even
though sometimes it is hard to realise this.

—Henry Ford

CRPF officer promoted IGP

On his promotion to the rank of Inspector General of Police, Shri K.R.K.
Prasad took over as IGP (Operations) in Amritsar on July 29, 1989.

Earlier, on July 27, the pipping ceremony was held at the Directorate
General in which the DG, Shri P.G. Halarnkar and the Additional DG, Shri



P. S. Bhindar changed the ranks on Shri Prasad’s shoulders. Shri Prasad is
the second officer from CRPF to be elevated to the rank of IGP, the first
being Shri M. P. Singh who is presently posted in Shillong.

Prior to his promotion, Shri Prasad was Deputy Inspector General of
Police of Hyderabad Range.

A law graduate and a former journalist, Shri Prasad joined CRPF as a
Deputy Superintendent of Police in 1961. He has commanded Battalions in
the north-east as also in Bihar and New Delhi. As DIGP in Madras earlier,
he was overall incharge of CRPF Battalions deployed in Sri Lanka.

Shri Prasad was awarded the Police Medal for Meritorious Service in
1978 and the President’s Police Medal for Distinguished Service in 1986.

The CRPF Director General Shri P. G. Halarnkar changes the rank badges of Shri KRK Prasad
on his promotion to the rank of IGP.



The Additional Director General Shri P. S. Bhindar garlands Shri M.S. Hundal, Assistant Director
(Legal) at a farewell party at the Directorate General in New Delhi on April 30, 1989. Shri
Hundal retired after 14 years’ service in the legal branch of CRPF Directorate.

Land for CRPF

The Central Reserve Police Force is to acquire 150 acres of land at a cost
of Rs. 2 crores for a Group Centre in Jalandhar. Another land of about 49
acres is being procured for a Battalion camping site in Jalandhar.

At Hallo Majra in Chandigarh, 20 acres of land is being procured for
DIGP office and a Battalion complex. Another 2 acres for water supply and
87 bighas for firing range is being procured in Pinjore, while procurement of
nearly 75 acres for firing range in Gandhinagar has been approved by the
Government.

Ration money enhanced

The Government has increased the amount of ration money for all non-



gazetted ranks of CRPF from Rs.231 to 236.
This is effective from April 1, 1989.

Iatrogenic Heart Disease

by
Dr. Amiya C. Tripathi

Greek word ‘latros’ means ‘Physician’ and the term “iatrogenic heart
disease” is used to designate a situation where the individual assumes that
heart disease is present, following consultation of physician or when
existing heart disease has worsened or when heart disease develops as a
result of a diagnostic workup or treatment prescribed by a physician. But
here the term iatrogenic heart disease implicates the physician in an unfair
way.

Iatrogenic heart disease is not necessarily the physician’s fault. The only
way a physician can avoid the complications of modern medicine is to do
nothing. That, ofcourse, will prevent him from bringing the benefits of
modern medicines to his patient. Various factors play in it. A physician will
have to give the bad news to a patient or his relative. Facts like transporting
the patient in a wheel chair or writing the provisional diagnosis on
admission before investigations, or the technician’s comments on the ECG
(like, “you have a peculiar looking ‘T’ wave, do you feel alright ?”’) lead to
some reactions in the patient who is already emotionally disturbed. Often
the patient chooses to believe the technician than his physician, under the
presumption that his physician may be trying to spare him the “bad news”.

Emotionally disturbed patient may be more alarmed because the
physician listens to his heart beats for prolonged periods or repeats the ECG
and other investigations. The misinterpretation of symptoms, examination
findings, laboratory investigatory datas may create iatrogonic heart disease.
Various complications do occur following the use of drugs, during or after
cardiac investigation procedures and during or after the surgery. No
physician is smart enough to be all knowing and perfect. Therefore despite



the physician’s best intentions and perfectly executed actions, there will be a
few complications associated with the work up and treatment of patients.

FAMILY WELFARE DRIVE BY BASE HOSPITAL-I

Fourteen CRPF men underwent vasectomy operation during a special
family welfare drive launched by Base Hospital-I, New Delhi to mark the
Golden Jubilee year of CRPF.

While eleven women underwent tubectomy operation, four others
volunteered for the I.U.C. device.

Lectures, book exhibition, video shows and films were arranged to
motivate couples to volunteer themselves for the adoption of family welfare
measures.

Immunization camps were also organized in CRPF camps in New Delhi.

BUILDING FOR KV, CRPF, AVADI

Shri D. R. Karthikeyan, Inspector General of Police, Southern Sector,
CRPF laid the foundation stone of the new building of Kendriya Vidyalaya
in the CRPF campus in Avadi, Madras on April 28, 1989.

The building is being constructed on 13.1 acres of land of CRPF which
was handed over to Kendriya Vidyalaya.

A manuscript magazine of the school was also released on the occasion.

Kendriya Vidyala, CRPF, Avadi is credited with producing
commendable results in board examinations in recent years.



Shri D.R. Karthikeyan, IGP, Southern Sector releasing the Silver Jubilee manuscript magazine of
Kendriya Vidyalaya, CRPF, Avadi. Shri P.V. Subba Rao, DIGP, CRPF is also seen in the picture.

CRPF GOLDEN JUBILEE STAMP
RELEASED

The Union Home Minister Shri Buta Singh said that the men of the
Central Reserve Police Force have given a commendable account of
themselves in various assignments despite handicaps and other limitations.

He was speaking on the occasion of the release of CRPF Golden Jubilee
commemorative stamp at Vigyan Bhawan on July 27, 1989.

He further lauded the role of CRPF in tackling terrorism in Punjab and
assisting the Indian Peace Keeping Force in Sri Lanka, besides playing a
very positive role in ensuring free and fair elections in the country. In these
difficult assignments, the CRPF men have set an example of discipline,



dedication and hard work, totally unmindful of personal inconveniences and
hardships, he added.

Commending the versatility of the Force, he said that it is equipped and
trained to undertake various types of assignments like VIP security, airport
security and guarding vital installation in addition to its normal duties.

Earlier, the Union Minister of Communication Shri Giridhar Gomango
presented the album containing the stamps for formal release. Giving brief
description about the stamp, he said that it depicts Pandit Jawahar Lal Nehru
inspecting a guard of honour in 1954 at Neemuch. The First Day cover
depicts a CRPF patrol in the inhospitable terrains of Arunachal Pradesh. He
informed that besides providing cancellation at all Philatelic Bureau of the
country, a special cancellation had also been brought out at Neemuch—the
birth-place of CRPF.

Speaking on the occasion, the Director General of CRPF Shri P. G.
Halarnkar said that the ever growing list of honours and rewards to
individual members of the CRPF does not provide accurate index of the
contribution made by the Force to the national cause. The greatest reward
for each member of the Force for the selfless service has been the
confidence reposed in CRPF by the people of the country and the
Government.



The Union Minister of State for Communications Shri Giridhar Gomango hands over the Central
Reserve Police Force Golden Jubilee stamp album to the Union Home Minister Shri Buta Singh
for formal release.



The Union Home Minister Shri Buta Singh speaking on the occasion of release of CRPF Golden
Jubilee stamp. To his left is the Minister of State for Communications Shri Giridhar Gomango
while to his right are (from left) the Ministers of State for Home Shri Santosh Mohan Dev and Shri
P. Chidambaram and the CRPF Director General Shri P. G. Halarnkar.

Among those who attended the function were the Ministers of State for
Home Shri P. Chidambaram and Shri Santosh Mohan Dev and the Home
Secretary Shri J. A. Kalyanakrishnan.

Similar functions to release the stamp were held on the same day at
Neemuch, Chandigarh, Amritsar, Calcutta, Madras and Gandhinagar.

The complete text of the Home Minister Shri Buta Singh is reproduced
below :

“Officials present and friends,

“It is a matter of privilege for me today to release the postage stamp
commemorating the completion of CRPF’s 50 years. I take this opportunity
to express my grateful thanks to the Honourable Minister for
Communications, who agreed to issue this postage stamp and also to be
present on this occasion.



The Chief Minister of Gujarat Shri Amar Singh Chaudary releasing CRPF Golden Jubilee stamp
in Gandhinagar.



Shri G.V.S. Rao, Chief Post Master General Bhopal releasing the CRPF Golden Jubilee stamp at
Neemuch. To his left is the CRPF Inspector General of Police, Eastern Sector, Shri M. P. Singh.

“CRPF has a long history of dedicated service to the nation. Created on
this historic day of 27th July, 50 years ago in 1939 in the small sleepy town
of Neemuch in District Mandsaur of Madhya Pradesh and given the
nomenclature of Crown Representative’s Police, it played a significant role
in curbing Hur menace and assisting princely States in tackling problems of
law and order. After Independence, this Force was given the name Central
Reserve Police Force and assigned the responsibilities connected with
maintenance of law and order. Over the years, it has grown in strength and
today it has 98 Battalions and 19 Group Centres, with its strength exceeding
1,20,000. The men of the Force have given a commendable account of
themselves in the various assignments entrusted to them from time to time
despite handicaps and other limitations. The Force has indeed covered itself
with glory, particularly in tackling Naxalite activities in West Bengal, anti-
dacoity operations in Madhya Pradesh, curbing insurgency in the North-
East, tackling terrorism in Punjab, assisting IPKF in Sri Lanka, besides
playing a very positive role in ensuring free and fair elections, tackling
communal riots and rendering rescue and relief work during natural



calamities. In these difficult assignments, the men of the Force set an
example of discipline, dedication and hard work, totally unmindful of
personal inconveniences and hardships, which is a matter of great pride and
worthy of emulation.

“The greatest strength of this Force is its secular character and objective
functioning. Every unit of this Force is a mini-India in which men
representing different sections of society from different parts of the country
are working together towards a common objective without any
discrimination based on caste, creed or religion. The Force now also has a
Manila Battalion which has added a lot to its strength.

“The idea of the Force’s versatility can be had from the fact that it is
equipped and trained to undertake various types of assignments like VIP
security, airport security, guarding vital installations, etc., in addition to its
normally assigned duties.

“Today, the Force is completing 50 years of its glorious service to the
nation and celebrating its Golden Jubilee which coincides with the
Centenary Year of our great Prime Minister, Late Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru.
There could not have been a better occasion to celebrate the Golden Jubilee
than this. The choice of this great son of India inspecting the Guard of
Honour of the CRPF at Neemuch in 1954 as the theme of the stamp is
befitting the occasion and shows the amount of love Pandit Nehru had for
the Force, which made it possible for him to spare his valuable time to visit
the Unit at Neemuch.

“I am conscious of fact that the Department of Posts generally issue
stamps only on centenaries, but they were good enough to issue the stamp
on CRPF on the occasion of its Golden Jubilee celebrations. My thanks to
them once again. I am very happy to release this commemorative stamp on
CRPF, which the Force richly deserves. My congratulation to all members
of the Force and their families on this happy occasion. I have no doubt that
the Force will continue to maintain its high traditions of dedicated service
and give excellent account of itself in days to come. Thank you. Jai Hind”

Three things are necessary to make every man great, every nation great:
Conviction of the powers of goodness; absence of jealousy and
suspicion; and helping all who are trying to be and do good.



—Swami Vivekananda

268 recruits turn Constables

Two hundred sixty eight recruits of the Central Reserve Police Force
turned Constables at an impressive attestation parade at Jharoda Kalan in
New Delhi on July 31, 1989.

Speaking on the occasion, the CRPF Director General Shri P. G.
Halarnkar who took the salute said, that the nine-month training the recruits
had undergone should stand them in good stead to face the challenges
ahead.

He commended the efforts of Recruit Ayub Masih and Cook Subash
Chand, in saving the lives of three persons drowning in Kosi river in the
course of their jungle training in Nainital.

Shri Halarnkar presented medals to Constables Gajraj Singh (best
trainee), Patel Bakul (best outdoor) and Khushveer Singh (best indoor).

Shri Ravinder Tomar, Assistant Commandant commanded the parade.



The Director General Shri P.G. Halarnkar presents the best trainee medal to Constable Gajraj
Singh.

CRPF loses gallant Officer



Avtar Singh Chhetra

Shri Avtar Singh Chhetra, an Assistant Commandant of the Central
Reserve Police Force on deputation with Punjab Police as Superintendent of
Police (Operations) laid down his life in an encounter with terrorists in
Mussa village of Taran Taran police district on June 24, 1989.

On receipt of information that six terrorists were staying in village
Mussa, a Commando Section of CRPF rushed to the spot. They were fired
upon by the terrorists. In the course of a heavy exchange of fire, more CRPF
reinforcements rushed to area.

A Punjab Police contingent led by Shri Chhetra, also reached the spot.

As the CRPF men were engaged in the exchange of fire from the front
side of the house, Shri Chhetra planned a strategy to attack the house from
the rear. After passing through the village, he got to the rear side and ripped
open the wall of the courtyard with a HE 36 grenade. Shri Chhetra then led
the attack towards the house when a volley of shots hit him on his pelvis and
sent him prostrate to the ground. Two of his jawans who ventured to
evacuate the officer to safety were also hit by bullets and injured. The
officer expired a little later.

Finding the terrorists determined, the CRPF men got on to the roof, made
a hole and lobbed a grenade inside. The explosion was accompanied by a
loud shriek from the terrorists and the firing ceased thereafter, confirming
their death.



On search of the house, three dead bodies were recovered. Of the three
dead terrorists belonging the Bhindrwale Tiger Force of Khalistan, one was
identified as Rashpal-Singh Ghook who carried a reward of Rs. 30,000 on
his head.

Two other terrorists were killed in an adjacent house.

LMG recovered

Personnel of 63, 90 and 91 Battalions of CRPF apprehended one Hardev
Singh from a house in village Bur Deva Singh in Amritsar on May 21, 1989
and recovered one 7.62 Light Machine Gun, a .30 pistol and a huge quantity
of ammunition from him.

An 18-year-old girl Kulbir Kaur, reported to be the wife of self-styled Lt.
Gen. Resham Singh was also apprehended from the same house.

4 terrorists surrender

Four terrorists surrendered to a patrol of 11th Battalion, CRPF after a
brief encounter near village Mehatpur in Hoshiarpur district on May 9,
1989.

The CRPF patrol was fired upon when it had gone to raid a suspended
hideout. The fire was returned.

The CRPF patrol then cordoned the area and asked them to surrender
which they did.

An AK-47 rifle, a 12 bore revolver, a 7.62 pistol, a .32 Italian pistol, a
.32 revolver, a .38 revolver and some ammunition were recovered from the
surrenderees.

Hard core terrorist killed

Paramjit Singh alias Pamma, a hard core terrorist carrying a reward of
Rs. 30,000 on his head was killed in an encounter with personnel of 46
Battalion, CRPF near village Apsania in Jalandhar on May 5, 1989.

The CRPF party, proceeding to raid a farm house near village Apsania
was fired upon by four terrorists. In the ensuing exchange of fire, two



terrorists were killed on the spot while two others managed to escape.

The escapees were than engaged by a naka party of 46 Battalion. One
terrorist was seriously wounded while another managed to escape. An AK-
47 rifle with a loaded magazine was recovered from the wounded terrorist
identified as Paramjit Singh. He later succumbed to his injuries.

Terrorist overpowered, commits suicide

A terrorist of the outlawed-Khalistan Liberation Force, Buta Singh
committed suicide when he was overpowered after a brief encounter with
CRPF men near Hokiman village on Ludhiana-Ferozepur road on May 4,
1989.

A 16th Battalion patrol was checking a three-wheeler when one of its
occupants fired at the CRPF men. Buta Singh was soon overpowered,
following which he committed suicide.

A .32 bore pistol with 3 rounds were recovered from him.

Farewell to 65 from Moga

At a function held to bid farewell to 65 Battalion from Moga in Punjab
on May 1, 1989, the Deputy Commissioner of Faridkot presented a colour
TV and a cheque of Rs. 5,000 to the unit personnel for their welfare.

He also gave rewards of Rs. 1,000 each to six men of the unit for their
role in killing three hardcore terrorists in an encounter.

CRPF jawan averts bank heist, loses life

A daring daylight bank robbery in the Gandhinagar branch of Central
Bank of India in Jammu on May 6, 1989 was averted by the timely
intervention of Constable Driver Mohan Singh of the CRPF Group Centre,
Bantalab.

After parking the CRPF school bus at Janipura in Jammu, Constable
Driver Mohan Singh went to the Central Bank of India in Gandhinagar to
draw cash. Since he had reached the bank early, he sat on a chair near the



entrance waiting for the transactions to begin.

In his bid to help a Sikh youth to go out of the bank after meeting the
manager, the Driver loosened the grill chain. But instead of going out, the
Sikh youth beckoned another armed Sikh youth to come in. Seeing him
approaching with an AK-47 assault rifle in his hand, Constable Driver
Mohan Singh closed the collapsible grills to prevent his entry. The youth,
however, pushed the Constable pointing the rifle towards him.

In the scuffle that followed two shots went off in the air. Yet another
Sikh youth who had by now positioned himself near the gate, fired at’ the
Constable Driver with a .32 revolver, killing him on the spot.

The two armed youths, thereafter, fired more shots at the dead Constable
and at others in the bank, killing one and injuring two others.

Since the youths had lost much time in the scuffle with the deceased
Constable of CRPF and the alarm had been raised, they took to their heels
and escaped on a motor cycle and a scooter.

The gallant Constable Driver— Mohan Singh—had thus averted a daring
bank robbery and saved lakhs of rupees from being looted. He was later
cremated with full police honours.

KLO man killed

A dreaded terrorist Navroop Singh of the outlawed Khalistan Liberation
Organization (KLO) was killed in an encounter with personnel of 32
Battalion, CRPF in Nakodar area of Jalandhar on May 18, 1989.

The CRPF men alongwith civil police were conducting raid operations in
the area when they were fired upon by two terrorists. The party returned the
fire.

In the encounter that followed, the two were killed, one of whom was
identified as Navroop Singh. He carried a reward of Rs. 50,000 on his head.
The other was identified as Balwinder Singh.

Two AK-47 rifles with 4 magazines and 12 rounds were recovered from
them.

372 extremists held



Personal of 44 Battalion, CRPF alongwith civil police arrested 372 Bodo
extremists from different parts of Assam in raids carried out on April 29,
1989.

A large number of arms and ammunitions and bows and arrows were
recovered from them.

Two CRPF men killed in Sri Lanka

Two jawans of the 31 Battalion, CRPF were killed when men of the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) attacked them in Vayunia in Sri
Lanka on May 1, 1989.

The CRPF men were guarding a detenus camp when they were fired
upon by LTTE men. The detainees in the camp also simultaneously attacked
the CRPF guards.

In the ensuing exchange of fire six detainees and two CRPF jawans were
killed and three CRPF men injured.

5 terrorists die making bombs

Five terrorists who were making bombs in a house in Bhorse Brahmin
village of Jandiala in Amritsar district were killed when the bombs
exploded.

Personnel of 73 Battalion, CRPF rushed to the house on hearing the
explosion and recovered 5 AK-47 rifles with loaded magazines, a pistol, 15
kgs of explosive chemicals and a huge quantity of ammunition.

3 terrorists killed

In a special operation launched by 9 and 41 Battalions of CRPF in
different areas of Amritsar on June 9, 1989, three terrorists were killed in an
encounter.

Three CRPF jawans were also killed in action while two other sustained
serious bullet injuries.

Two AK-47 rifles with 6 magazines and 210 rounds and grenades were
recovered from the dead terrorists.



Ved Prakash

Three terrorists Four CRPF men



Three dreaded terrorists were killed in an encounter with a combined
CRPF and Punjab Police party near Chuslewala village in Patti (Amritsar)
on June 9,1989. Three CRPF Jawans—Head Constable Ved Prakash, Naik
Amar Singh and Constable Umed Singh—all of 41 Battalion, lost their lives
while Inspector Bhoop Singh and Constable Satpal Singh were injured in
the encounter.

On receipt of information that the terrorists were operating in Patti area
between Kulla and Chuslewal villages, a cordon and search operation was
carried out in the area. Seven parties led by CRPF and Punjab police
officials were entrusted with the task, with Shri K.S. Pandhi Commandant,
41 Battalion overseeing the entire operations.

When some of these parties were searching a drain near a farm house,
they were fired upon by three terrorists hiding there. Constable Umed Singh,
who was among the escort of the Commandant, 41 Battalion, CRPF took up
position and fired on the terrorists, who were well-entrenched in their
position. While he thus engaged the terrorists, the CRPF men cordoned the
area.

When two of the terrorists tried to escape, Constable Umed Singh
pursued them but he was shot dead by another terrorist who remained in the
drain. The two terrorists then joined a group of villagers who were fleeing
on hearing the gunshots.

Another terrorist who threw a grenade at the approaching CRPF men was
also shot dead. A hand grenade was recovered from him.

The third terrorist who had taken away the SL Rifle of Constable Umed
Singh had meanwhile crossed over to another drain near a Guru-dwara.
When his position could not be located even after firing grenades, a search
party advanced to search the drain. After half the drain had been searched,
the party was suddenly fired upon by the terrorist. This was followed by a
grenade explosion resulting in the death of Head Constable Ved Prakash and
Naik Amar Singh. Inspector Bhoop Singh and Constable Satpal Singh were
seriously injured.

In order to flush out the terrorist from the drain, petrol and mobile oil
were poured into the water that flowed in the drain. This was set on fire.
Grenades and mortar bombs were fired. In the final assault, the dead body of
the terrorist was recovered along with the SL Rifle and magazine that he had
taken away from Constable Umed Singh. One AK 47 rifle with magazines



and 165 rounds and 3 grenades were also recovered from him.
The injured CRPF men have since recovered.

In another encounter with terrorists in Thakar Kaura village of Patti on
June 11, 1989, Constable Naunihal Singh of 41 Battalion, CRPF was killed.
He was chasing two terrorists along with other CRPF men when he was hit
in his lower abdomen and thigh. He succumbed to his injuries the same
evening.

Two terrorists surrender after encounter

Two terrorists surrendered to a combined patrol of Punjab Police and 36
Battalion, CRPF after a brief encounter in Sadar area of Amritsar on June
16, 1989.

On receipt of information regarding movement of terrorists in the area,
the patrol had laid an ambush near Gurudwara Manjh Singh Chowk.

The two terrorists who came in the ambush area were challenged. On
this, they started firing at the ambush party, which was returned.

Since dragon lights had flooded the area and their escape was impossible
due to the cordon laid immediately by the policemen, the terrorists
surrendered.

A .315 rifle and a Mauser pistol with 2 magazines along with some
rounds and empty cases were recovered from them.

Three terrorists killed in fierce encounter

Three terrorists—Major Singh of Sangna, Daljit Singh of Dadwindi and
Major Singh of Kairon—were killed in a three-hour long fierce encounter
with a combined party of CRPF and Punjab Police near Kalanjor village in
Tarn Taran police district of Punjab on May 30, 1989. Six CRPF jawans and
two Punjab Police Assistant Sub-Inspectors were also killed.

A joint combing operation was launched in the area following receipt of
information that some extremists were harbouring there.

Two parties—one led by the SP (Operations) of Tarn Taran Shri Avtar
Singh Chhetra and the other led by Shri S. S. Sandhu, Assistant
Commandant of 38 Battalion, CRPF were searching the irrigation drains



when they were fired upon by the terrorists. Two terrorists were spotted
running towards Mehmudpur village and they were chased by a few CRPF
men.

Another extremist who was seen running down a drain towards
Kalanjore village was pursued by the combined party. But they came under
heavy fire from a terrorist who was hiding. The party returned the fire. Five
men who were hit, died instaneously. They were Lance Naik Bachan Singh,
Constables Ram Gopal Yadav, Dibakar Swain and Deen Mohammed (all of
38 Battalion, CRPF) and A.S.I. Raghbir Singh of Punjab Police. Naik Indra
Bahadur Subba of CRPF and A.S I. Harpreet Singh were injured. The
terrorist was also killed. The two injured were immediately evacuated to
Hospital but both succumbed to their injuries.

The other two extremists who were chased towards Mehmudpur village
were killed by the CRPF men when they traded fire from a farm house of
the village.

One Light Machine Gun (LMG) 7.62 with two magazines and 60 rounds,
2 AK-47 rifles with 9 magazines and 560 rounds, a 9mm Mauser pistol with
a magazine and 15 rounds and a .38 revolver were recovered from the dead
terrorists.

Senior CRPF and Punjab Police officials rushed to the spot of encounter
the same evening on hearing of the encounter. The Director General of
CRPF Shri P. G. Halarnkar rushed to the unit and visited the encounter sites
the following day.

Top Babbar Khalsa man held

Personnel of 11th Battalion, CRPF apprehended a top terrorist Sukhdev
Singh of the Babbar Khalsa group after a brief encounter in Hoshiarpur on
May 23, 1989.

The CRPF men alongwith SHO of civil police were on naka duty when
they signalled two Sikh youths on a scooter to stop. The two opened fire
which was returned.

Sukhdev Singh was soon overpowered while the other managed to
escape. Sukhdev Singh carried a reward of Rs. 50,000 on his head.

An AK-47 rifle with 2 magazines and 40 rounds were recovered from



him while a Mauser pistol with 5 cartridges thrown by the escapee were
recovered during a search.

GEMS OF WISDOM

Style is effectiveness of assertion.
—George Bernard Shaw
Man can overcome mountains by faith.
—Mahatma Gandhi
Man is complex being; he makes deserts bloom and lakes die.
—G. H. Sterne

Dreaded terrorist killed

A dreaded terrorist Amrik Singh, who carried a reward of Rs. 40,000 on
his head was killed in an encounter with a patrol of 65 Battalion, CRPF near
Dagru in Faridkot district on May 16, 1989.

The patrol was fired upon by two terrorists travelling in a 3-wheeler
scooter. The CRPF returned the fire, killing one, while another managed to
escape.

An AK-47 rifle with 3 magazines, a Thomson gun with magazine, two 9
mm pistols, a .32 bore pistol, a large quantity of ammunition and a bottle of
pottasium cyanide was recovered from the spot.

Grenades lobbed, terrorists killed

Three terrorists of the Babbar Khalsa group were killed in an encounter
with personnel of 76 Battalion, CRPF in village Bhitika in Amritsar on
April 24, 1989.

The CRPF men were fired upon after they had cordoned the house in
which the terrorists were hiding. In return, the CRPF men lobbed hand
grenades resulting in the death of three terrorists who were later identified as
Gurcharan Singh, Kulwinder Singh and Rajbir Singh.

An AK-47 rifle and a carbine with four magazines of each and a revolver



were recovered from the dead terrorists.

Top KCF man killed

Jagir Singh alias Chacha, a self-styled Lt. General of the outlawed
Khalistan Commando Force was killed in an encounter with a combined
party of 32 and 40 Battalions of CRPF in Sarnana village of Jalandhar on
May 16,1989.

In the encounter another terrorist Puran Singh was also killed.

An AK-47 rifle with two magazines and some rounds and a 12 bore
pistol with two cartridges were recovered from them.

Cheques presented in Nagpur

Cheques of Rs. 1 lakh each were presented to Shri D. J. Bante, father of
late Constable B. D. Bante and Shrimati Vandana, the widow of late
Constable Laxman Patel at a solemn function in the CRPF campus in
Nagpur on June 20, 1989. The amounts are the ex-gratia payment made by
the Punjab Government to the next of kin of such CRPF personnel who are
killed in anti-terrorist operations in that State.

Constable B. D. Bante of 30th Battalion was killed in an ambush by
terrorists while he was on patrol duty in Punjab on November 30, 1987.

In an encounter with terrorists in the Punjab, Constable Laxman Patel of
73 Battalion lost his life. In this encounter, six dreaded terrorists including

self-styled General Hari Singh of the Khalistan Commando Force were
killed.

Shri E. S. Bhakhtawar, the Additional DIGP gave away the cheques. The
Commandants of 30 Battalion Shri N. S. Gill and of 63 Battalion Shri A. N.
Srinivasan were present on the occasion.



¥

The Director General Shri P. G. Halarnkar with the three widows. On his right is Shri Joginder
Singh, IGP, NW Sector while on extreme right is Shri B.J.S. Sial, IGP (HQ).

Cheques presented to widows of gallant jawans

Shri P. G. Halarnkar, Director General of the Central Reserve Police



Force, on July 7, 1989 presented cheques of the amount of Rs. 1 lakh each
to the widows of late Lance Naik Daulat Ram (37 Battalion), late Constable
Gulfam (76 Battalion) and late Constable Surender Singh (8th Battalion)
who died in three encounters in the Punjab. The cheques, for amounts given
as ex-gratia grant by the Punjab Government were presented at a solemn
function in New Delhi.

While bravely fighting the terrorists in Amritsar and Patiala districts, the
jawans were fatally wounded and died soon after.

Speaking on the occasion, Shri P. G. Halarnkar said that during his visits
to Punjab, he found that the morale of CRPF men was high. Their success
had demoralised the terrrorists and driven them to desparation, he added.

Risk Fund Premia

A total of Rs. 17,85,000 was sanctioned to the next of kin of CRPF
personnel in June and July 1989. This included Rs. 10,000 from the Central
Welfare and Benevolent Fund in each case.

Thirty other invalidated CRPF men were sanctioned Rs. 4,50,000.

Shri E. S. Bakhtawar presents cheque to Smt. Vandana Patel, wife of late
Constable Laxman Patel of 63 Battalion at a function in Group Centre,
Nagpur.

Inter-Range Competitions

Calcutta Range bagged the top spot in the Inter-Range Gymnastics
competitions held at Group Centre-II campus in Ajmer from July 25 to 30,
1989.

Ajmer and Gaubhati trailed in the next two positions, in that order.

Ajmer boys reigned supreme in the kabaddi competitions held at
Durgapur. They defeated Hyderabad Range in the final. Delhi secured the
third spot.



Madras win Cross Country

Having restricted the tally to 91 points, Madras Range emerged winners
in the CRPF Inter-Range cross country race held at Gauhati on May 11,
1989.

With 98 points, Ajmer trailed in the second place while Chandigarh
(121) was third.

Ajmer’s Ram Karan led the runners and completed the distance in 41 m
40 secs. Amrik Singh (Gauhati) and Dhiraj Singh (Chandigarh) secured the
next two spots in that order.

SHAMSUDDIN FOR WORLD POLICE GAMES

The country’s ace steeplechase runner Shamsuddin, a Sub Inspector with
the Central Reserve Police Force left New Delhi on July 27, 1989 for the
3rd World Police and Fire Games held at Vancouver i (Canada) from July
29 to Augus 6, 1989.

He was among the nine-member contingent.

Madras first in first-aid

Madras Range emerged winners in the 23rd Inter-Range first aid
competitions held at Group Centre, Pinjore from March 23 to 27, 1989.
Delhi Range got the runners-up trophy while Ajmer were placed third.

Shri Joginder Singh, IGP of North Western Sector, gave away the prizes.



*

The Ajmer Range basketball team skipper receives the championship trophy from the Additional
Director General Shri P. S. Bhindar.

Ajmer hoopsters win

Ajmer Range defeated Hyderabad Range in the final of 23rd Inter-Range
Basketball Championship of the Central Reserve Police Force held at Ajmer
on July 5, 1989. The scores 70-61.

Madras Range secured the third place.

Thirteen teams participated in the nine-day long tournament which was
inaugurated by the Director General of Rajasthan Police, Dr. G. P. Pilania.

The Additional Director General of CRPF, Shri P. S. Bhindar gave away
the prizes.

CRPF matmen atop

The Central Reserve Police Force wrestlers dominated the competitions
in Delhi Kesri wrestling championship held at Jama Masjid in New Delhi
during June this year. CRPF matmen garnered 17 points to wrest the team



title.

Kashmiri Lal of CRPF won the 57 kgs category. Ram Awdesh (48 kgs),
Raj Singh (52 kgs), Virendra (62 kgs) and Jai Bhagwan (68 kgs) claimed the
silver.

Chandroop akhara got the runners up trophy.

Bal shines in Inter State Meet

Representing Punjab, CRPF’s Deputy Superintendent of Police, Raghbir
Singh Bal bagged gold in hammer throw event in the Inter-State Athletics
held at Guntur in March 1989. For Delhi, Naik K. Suyodhanan, also of
CRPF, clinched a silver in his favourite decathlon event.

Other CRPF athletes who participated in the meet are Sub-Inspector
Rama Shanker (bronze in javelin throw), Head Constable Om Prakash
(fourth in hammer throw), Constable Kartar Singh (fourth in 1,500 meters)
and Sub-Inspector Shamsuddin (fourth in steeplechase).

Brave lad turns cop

Abraham Kunjumon



The State Transport bus was speeding through the dusty road in the
outskirts of Quilon district in Kerala. Suddenly there was commotion in the
bus.

A miscreant whipped out a knife and stabbed a passenger repeatedly
while others looked dazed and helpless.

Near a tea shop in a village, the bus came to a screeching halt. Out fell
the stab victim, James, followed by the murderer Rajendran who
immediately took to heels, still holding the murderous weapon in his hand.

Young Abraham Kunjumon, who was helping his father in the tea shop,
saw this. Immediately, he ran to catch the killer.

After chasing him for some distance, Kunjumon succeeded in getting
hold of the assailant. The assailant attempted to stab the young lad unaware
of the strength that lay in the lad’s arms. Kunjumon held the wrist with
which the assailant was about to stab him. He firmly held the knife by its
blade and ultimately wrested it from the killer’s hand. Though his fingers
bled profusely, slashed by the knife, he held on to the assailant until others
from the village held the assailant. That was on November 2, 1982.

While Rajendran, the assailant, was sentenced to life imprisonment,
Kunjumon turned a hero overnight, and was subsequently honoured with the
National Bravery Award.

Two years later, the brave boy fulfilled his life’s ambition of becoming a
cop when he joined the Central Reserve Police Force on November 30,
1984. He is now posted in 10th Battalion in Punjab.

Coming of a family of two brothers and four sisters, Kunjumon was a
brilliant student in school. He studied in St. Mary’s High School up to
matriculation on scholarship. The penurious condition of his family left him
with no choice but to look for a job and he joined the CRPF. His recruitment
into the Force was not on basis of his having been honoured with the
bravery award but on basis of clearing all tests. He feels that he should have
been recruited at least as a Head Constable on the basis of his being a medal
winner.

Kunjumon plans to improve his educational qualifications and try for
Sub-Inspector’s post in CRPF. He is already undergoing correspondence
course for a B. A. degree.

His most memorable moments were on the day he received the bravery



award from the late Prime Minister Mrs Indira Gandhi and the joy ride on
elephant down the Rajpath in New Delhi on January 26, 1983.

(The incident of Ct. Kunjumon’s bravery was telecast in the serial
‘Puruskar’ on May 8, 1988).

—M. P. Nathanael

Humour in uniform

Telephone blues
A young CRPF officer was informed by his batchmate through ‘QST’
that he will speak to him on phone of officers’ mess at 4 p. m.

The officer waited for the call till 1630 hrs. Suddenly the phone rang. He
picked up the receiver and without ascertaining the identity of the voice
from the other end, started shouting. When he had finished, an infuriated

voice from the other end shouted : “Do you know to whom you are speaking
".)”

“No”.

“I am DIG”.

After a pause, the young officer spoke in same fury.
“Do you know to whom you are talking ?”

“No”, the voice called back.

“Thank God”, said Pramod with a sigh of relief. He kept the receiver
looked all round and slipped away quietly.

—Sat Saroop Singh

Risk Fund
REMITTANCE BY DEPUTATIONISTS

CRPF personnel on deputation to other organizations who receive final
payment due to default in timely remittance of subscription to Risk Fund
contributions will not be allowed fresh membership on repatriation. This
decision was taken at a meeting of the executive committee of the Central



Welfare Risk (Premia) Fund at the Directorate-General.

Non-remittance of subscription for more than six months could lead to
termination of membership to the fund. However, defaulting subscribers
could avoid termination by paying the subscription due along with penal
interest of 18 percent per annum.

widows of the Late L/NK Daulat Ram (37 Battalion), Constable Gulfam (76 Battalion and
Constable Surinder Singh (8th Battalion) receiving the cheques of Rs. 1 lakh each from the CRPF
Director General, Shri P. G. Halarnkar
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Recruits taking oath @ an attestarion parade in New Delhi on July 31, 1989,
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* Homage to Martyrs Police Aquatics
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The CRPF Additional Director General Shri P.S. Bhindar hands over the mashal to the former

ace athlete and Commandant Shri Gurbachan Singh Randhawa at the start of mashal rally at

Neemuch on October 8th, 1989. Also in the picture are Shri D. R. Karthikeyan, IGP, Southern
Sector and Shri T. S. Bahad, DIGP, Neemuch.
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Letter from the Editor

Dear Reader,

A series of functions to mark the golden jubilee year of the CRPF were
held during the last quarter.

On the last day of September, golden jubilee runs were organised in six
towns in the country. A massive turn out of participants for the run served as
an index of its popularity.

Then began the mashal rally from Neemuch to New Delhi and cycle
expeditions from four corners of the country to the Capital.

The CRPF Open Gold Cup Basketball tournament started off on a grand
note with the arrival of mashal. Eight top teams of the country, with several
international stars participating, naturally added prestige and glamour to the
tournament.

The final day of the tournament was marked by the arrival of the cycle
expeditions at the NDMC Indoor Stadium where the tournament was
conducted.

This issue highlights these important events.

An article by Shri T.G.L. Iyer entitled “CRPF-A mini-India” spells out
the important landmarks in the chequered history of CRPF.

Shri Khajan Singh, India’s ace swimmer stole the limelight in the All-
India Police Aquatics held in New Delhi. For the 12th year running, CRPF
lifted the aquatics championship. A report.

During the golden jubilee year, we remember our martyrs who laid down
their lives in service of the nation for the security of our motherland and for
the safety of every citizen. A brief report on the solemn function held in
New Delhi.

We regret the delay in the bringing you this issue but assure you that the
next issue (January 1990), which is already in the press, will reach you very
soon.

Meanwhile, we would request our valued readers to send us
contributions. Since we wish to involve the families also, any interesting



matter like achievements of children or wives of CRPF personnel may also
be sent. Contributions need not be routed through various channels but may
be sent directly to the Editor.

Yours Sincerely,

N ara

(M. P. NATHANAEL)
(M. P. NATHANAEL)

CRPF—A mini-India

by
T. G. L. Iyer

“Cowards die every day; Heroes die only once”. This maxim and motto
of service has been the bedrock of discipline and loyalty in the CRPF. As a
result, the FORCE has been passing through splendours and perils. Central
Reserve Police Force nicknamed by its jawans as “CHALTHE RAHO
PYARE FORCE” has been on the move right from its inception in 1939,
performing internal and external security duties and maintaining the safety,
honour and welfare of the country. Whenever peace is threatened or
destabilising forces assume alarming proportions, the CRPF has been in the
centre of action. A glorious chapter was added to the star-studded history of
the Force when the CRPF was flown to Sri Lanka to assist the Indian Peace
Keeping Force in its challenging operations.

Born in Neemuch, (Madhya Pradesh,) in 1939 the Force observes its
Golden Jubilee year completing 50 years of its eventful existence with a
self-fulfilling prophecy. Being a force inducted in crisis situations, it has
learnt not only to live with danger but to courageously overcome it by



synthesising its experience with new techniques to suit emerging
requirements.

The army fights a war against a known enemy and most of the time it is
poised and primed in preparations. The CRPF fights its battles everyday
with its own people; hence its strategy is tolerance and forbearance till a
certain point of time and thereafter use minimum force to bring the people
back to sanity. It is, therefore, a mixture of defensive and offensive
‘postures’ timed according to the exigencies of the situation. Although the
CRPF is a para-military force, it is more akin to the regular police who fall
back on its support in times of emergency. Therefore, its culture, training
techniques, and overall strategy are all tuned to a predetermined wavelength
to fulfil the aspirations and expectations of the people.

Being the oldest of the paramilitary forces and as a strong arm of the
Central Government it maintains flexibility, understanding and an impartial
image while dealing with crisis. Unlike the State Police who deal with crime
and law and order as its primary plank of duty, the CRPF mainly deals with
all forms and facets of violence like terrorism, insurgency, extremism,
Naxalism, communal and ethnic violence in addition to calamities and
disasters of high intensity. It also does border policing, regular policing
where the police are yet to be organised like in Arunachal Pradesh,
combating subversive activities, guarding sensitive installations of national
and international importance like the Farrakka Barrage. The Force therefore
has to be versatile and ordinary training techniques would be inadequate.
Even small units have to operate in commando style as any unit of the
CRPF could be rushed to do any type of the aforesaid duties at any place at
any time.

21st of October every year is observed as police commemoration day or
martyr’s day. On this day in 1959, a Section of the CRPF manning the post
of Hot Springs in Ladakh laid down their lives when the post was overrun
by the Chinese after a heroic battle.

At the CRPF Martyr’s memorial, at its birth place, in Neemuch, there is
an inscription from the Mahabharata which says : MUHU-RTHAM
JWALITHAM SREYO NA TU DHUMAY 1TAM SIRUM.

(It is better to flash forth once,in your lifetime than smoke away for
ages).

The Force celebrates its golden jubilee this year. Age brings assets and



liabilities. The reservoir of experience is expanding but physical fitness gets
impaired unless replaced by younger blood. The age of retirement has,
therefore, been kept at the age of 55 except at the senior level.

The wear and tear on the manpower in the Force is rather alarming, due
to continuous mobility, absence of family life, lurking danger at every step,
and mounting boredom due to repetitive work. The toll of death due to
natural causes has been mounting and the authorities are concentrating on
simultaneous mental health and hygiene. To keep the personnel in tension-
free surroundings has been a great challenge, as their natural habitat due to
their role and nature of duties has been perpetually tension-ridden. Money
can be the husk of many things but not kernel. It brings you food, not
appetite; medicine but not health; acquaintances, not friends; temporary joy
but not perennial peace and happiness. The answer, therefore, lies not in
money compensation, increased comforts and illusory benefits along, but in
strengthening the spirit, raising the morale and the promise of a serene
sanctuary away from tension. Answers are elusive but the remedial search is
on.

The CRPF is a miniature-India being represented by all regions, religions
and languages. Their common meeting place-‘THE MANDIR’ where all the
faiths converge is a replica of their harmony and solidarity. They believe in
the ADWAITIC philosophy, The one behind the many’. The famous words
of General Mac Arthur who addressed the cadets at West Point reverberate
in their ears. “In my dreams, I hear the crash of guns, the rattle of musketry,
the strange mournful mutter of the battle field; but I come back to my Alma
Mater. Always there echoes and re-echoes in my ears—Duty, Honour,
Country. Although my roll call will end the campaign will go on.”



The CRPF float—that was part of a Kerala Tourism pageantry—passes through the busy roads of
Trivandrum,




Kum. Kumudben Joshi the Governor of Andhra Pradesh at Base Hospital-2 during the blood
donation drive.

Blood donation drive by Base Hospital-2

Sixty five bottles of blood were donated by the personnel of CRPF,
Central School and CPWD based in Hyderabad on October 6, 1989.

Organized by Base Hospital-2 to mark the golden jubilee celebrations of
CRPF, the camp was inaugurated by Kum. Kumudben Joshi, the Andhra
Pradesh Governor. The State branch of the Indian Red Cross Society was
also associated with the drive. The donors included four ladies.

The IGP of CRPF’s Southern Sector Shri D.R. Karthikeyan and the
DIGP of Hyderabad Range Shri P. V. Subba Rao were also present on the
occasion.

CRPF Float In Kerala Pageantry

A CRPF float by RTC-3 depicting three CRPF men climbing a hill drew
thunderous applause in a pageantry arranged by the Kerala State Tourism
department in Trivandrum on September 15, 1989.

The float carried banners of the Golden Jubilee logo and the motto
‘Service and Loyalty’.

Group Centre, Pallipuram too participated with 104 of its men displaying
‘muthukkuda’.

Recruits from Maharashtra displaying ‘lazium dance’, from Punjab doing
the popular ‘bhangra’ and from Tamilnadu presenting a tribal dance
accompanied the float.

Organized to mark the end of the Tourism Week, the pageantry had 67
floats put up by the defence and civil departments.

7th Battalion celebrates Raising Day

A grand fete and sports tournaments marked the fortnight-long
celebrations of the 30th Raising Day of 7th Battalion, CRPF at Chandigarh



in September 1989. The celebrations concluded on September 17.

Inter-Company volleyball and kabaddi tournaments were held in which
‘D’ and Headquarters Companies emerged winners.

In the tennis tournaments in which Chandigarh based officers
participated, Shri B. S. Kang the Additional DIGP of Group Centre., Pinjore
emerged victorious in singles. He defeated Shri Gaurav (5-7, 6-4, 6-4).

Shri Kang partnered with Shri J. S. Gill to trounce Shri Bharatan and
Shri Bisht in the doubles (2-6, 3-6).

Raised in Neemuch on September 17, 1959, the Battalion has a proud
record of achievements. Nine Naga rebels were killed by this unit personnel
when deployed in Nagaland in the early 60s.

The anti-Naxalite operations launched by the Battalion in Andhra
Pradesh between 1969 and 1973 saw the Naxalites run for their lives. In one
such operation, 8 Naxalites were arrested with a huge haul of arms and
ammunition.

A Section of this unit gallantly thwarted the attempt of a Naga gang to
loot the bank in Senapati in Manipur on February 11, 1986. Four CRPF men
who were killed in this incident were honoured with gallantry medals.

The Battalion is deployed in Chandigarh since July 1987. It is being
commanded by Shri Jai Prakash, Commandant.

First Battalion Celebrates Golden Jubilee

The First Battalion of CRPF celebrated its Golden Jubilee Raising Day
on July 27, 1989 with much fanfare and enthusiasm in Chura-chandpur
district of Manipur.

Raised as the Crown Representative’s Police on July 27, 1989 in the
small township of Neemuch, this Battalion has come a long way with a
creditable record. It has lived up to the Force’s motto of “Service and
Loyalty” with devotion and dedication.

The day started off with a flag hoisting ceremony in the precincts of the
Battalion. The Commandant Shri R. S. Yadav unfurled the flag. Spelling out
the achievements of the unit since its raising, the Commandant exhorted the
men to maintain the lofty traditions with their zeal, devotion and dedication
to duty.



The Battalion has so far bagged one George Cross, three King’s Police
Medal for gallantry, five Indian Police Medal, two President’s Police and
Fire Service Medal for gallantry, 21 Police Medal for gallantry and five
Prime Minister’s Police Medal for Life Saving.

The Battalion is credited with curbing the Hur menace in Sindh-Punjab
(now in Pakistan). It played a leading role in the amalgamation of many
states like Kathiawar, Junagadh, Munawaden and Mangrol in 1949.

At a simple ceremony at the Martyr’s Memorial in the unit campus,
wreaths were placed and a two-minute silence observed.

The First Day Cover and postal stamp were released by the Director
General of Manipur Police, Shri Nathoo Lal.

A fete was inaugurated by the DIGP of Imphal Range Shri T. Misao.
Sports and cultural programmes were the other interesting highlights of the
celebrations.

Shri T. Misao, DIGP, CRPF, Imphal inaugurates the fete and sports of 1st Battalion at
Churachandpur on the occasion of the unit’s Golden Jubilee Raising Day on July 27,1989.



BULLET PROOF JACKETS FOR
CRPF MEN

Over 800 bullet proof jackets and hundred night vision devices will be
given to the Central Reserve Police Force men in Punjab for tackling
terrorism more effectively.

This was stated by the CRPF Director General Shri P. G. Halarnkar in
his inaugural address at the Establishment, Welfare Administration, Works
and Medical Workshop held at Bhubaneswar on September 18 and 19,
1989. 75 jeeps have already been bullet proofed and are in use in Punjab, he
added.

Recounting the achievements of CRPF during this year, Shri Halarnkar
said that 770 fire arms along-with a huge haul of ammunition were seized
by the Force. This included 6 MMGs, 47 AK-47 rifles, 8 AK-74 rifles and 9
rocket launchers. Over 200 terrorists were liquidatd by CRPF men during
the year while 37 CRPF men lost their lives in various encounters. 11 men
were awarded the President’s Police Medal for gallantry while 17 were
awarded the Police Medal for gallantry.



He informed that despite operational commitments, “for the first time
after 5 years, 55 of our Companies are under rotational training”.

Speaking on the welfare aspects, he said that the Government has raised
the limit of accumulation of leave for encashment at the time of retirement
from 120 to 180 days. An Integrated Training Institute for training the
children of CRPF personnel in various trades has been opened in New Delhi
and another one is proposed to be set up in Hyderabad, he said.

Shri Halarnkar announced that a proposal for sanction of second set of
terrycotton uniforms to all CRPF non-gazetted personnel was being
pursued. A proposal for revision of scales of various stores and equipments

in the Force was in advanced stages of scrutiny in the Government, he
added.

Fifty three officials of CRPF attended the deliberations.

Terrorist Held

A terrorist, Kapur Singh was arrested by a party of ‘A’ Company, 32
Battalion, CRPF near village Sandwa in Jalandhar on June 9, 1989.

On receipt of information that two Sikh youths were attempting to loot a
bank at Sandwa village, a CRPF party rushed to the spot. Having learnt that
the youths had fled following stiff resistance from the bank guard, the CRPF
men went in pursuit of the youths and nabbed one of them.

Interrogation of the youth resulted in the recovery of two grenades and
68 rounds of 9 mm.

23 CRPF Men Honoured

Twenty three officers and men of the Central Reserve Police Force were
honoured with medals on the occasion of Independence Day this year.

Three of them who have been awarded the President’s Police Medal for
Distinguished Service are DIGP CM. Pandey (Rampur Range); Additional
DIGP M. S. Farouqui and Assistant Commandant Sohan Singh (2 Signal
Battalion).

Twenty others have been honoured with the Police Medal fo]
Meritorious Service. They are DIGF R.S. Mooshahary (Gauhati Range);



Deputy Director (Medical) Dr. K. K. Saini; Additional DIGP P.C. Joshi
(Principal, Central Training College, Neemuch); Commandants S. B. Singh
(84 Battalion) and P.S. Kadian (5 Battalion ); Assistant Directors George C.
Podipara (CRPF Headquarters, New Delhi) and M. M. Prasad (IGP Office,
Calcutta); Assistant Commandant R. N. Yadav ( 1 Battalion ) ; Deputy
Superintendent of Police A. Shanmugham (65 Battalion); Subedar Major
(Ministerial) Kishan Chand (CRPF Headquarters, New Delhi); Subedar
Majors Mohinder Singh Bal( 51 Battalion) and Nafe Singh (50 Battalion),
Inspectors Missar Singh (13 Battalion) and Mohan Singh ( 10 Battalion );
Sub Inspector (MT) Laxmi Narayan (68 Battalion); Head Constable (Band)
R.C. Swain (Group Centre, Neemuch); Head Constable Mohammed Akmal
(Special Duty Group, New Delhi) : Naik E. Krishna Rao (Office of IGP,
CRPF, Hyderabad); Lance Naik Ram Lal Dogra (52 Battalion) and
Constable Chain Singh ( 4 Battalion ).

Four get Gallantry Medals

Sushil Kumar Sharma

Shiv Swaroop



D.P. Tyagi

Magsood Hussain

Three Officers and a jawan of the Central Reserve Police Force have
been awarded the Police Medal for gallantry for the valour displayed by
them in an encounter with terrorists in Bhoparai Kalan in Amritsar on April
18 last year.

They are Assistant Commandant Sushil Kumar Sharma and Deputy
Superintendent of Police Shiv Swaroop Singh (both of 47 Battalion) and
Deputy Superintendent of Police D.P. Tyagi and Constable Magsood
Hussain (both of 24 Battalion). Assistant Commandant, Sushil Kumar
Sharma is now on deputation with the Punjab Police as Superintendent of
Police (Security).

A mobile patrol led by DSP Shiv Swaroop Singh spotted a few suspects
leaving a farm house on the outskirts of Bhoparai Kalan. On being asked to
stop, the terrorists fired at the CRPF patrol. A heavy exchange of fire
followed.

When the CRPF re-inforcements arrived they were fired upon, which
was returned. Assistant Commandant Sharma alongwith his men crawled up
to the place from where DSP Shiv Swaroop and his jawans were exchanging



fire with the terrorists.

Meanwhile the terrorists had split into two groups of three each. While
one group traded fire with the CRPF men led by DSP Shiv Swaroop, the
other group exchanged fire with personnel of 24 Battalion led by DSP D.P.
Tyagi.

Since it was sunset and the terrorists could have taken the cover of
darkness to escape, Assistant Commandant Sushil Kumar and DSP Shiv
Swaroop alongwith their men charged at the terrorists disregarding their
personnel safety and killed two of them. Another terrorist, was killed by
Assistant Commandant Sharma after a hot chase.

DSP Tyagi, alongwith his men charged at the other group of terrorists,
killing two of them. In the process one CRPF Sub Inspector and two
Constables sustained bullet injuries.

Constable Magsood Hussain killed yet another terrorist after crawling
close to him while he was exchanging fire with the CRPF men.

Woman terrorist held

A combined party of 32,40 and 90 Battalions of CRPF and the civil
police apprehended a woman terrorist Gurmit Kaur of Shri Hargobind-pur
along with three others during massive search operation of the sugar cane
fields of Jamalpur Khudda village in Jalandhar on September 26, 1989.

Two AK 47 rifles and a 12 bore gun were seized during the operation
supervised by the DIGP, CRPF, Jalandhar Shri S.S. Virk.

Punjab Round up

Bomb blast claims two lives

Two CRPF men—Sub Inspector Ram Swaroop and Constable K. Rajaiah
—both of 10th Battalion, laid down their lives in a bomb blast near Kotla
Dholesha in Amritsar on October 2,1989. Six other CRPF jawans and the
driver of a civil bus were seriously injured in the blast.

A platoon of 10th Battalion, CRPF was proceeding to Laxman Ki Mandi



from Jayantipura in three vehicles on that fateful evening to lay an ambush,
when the leading vehicle—a mini bus—was blown off by a bomb on the
road. This was followed by firing by terrorists, which was returned by the
CRPF men sitting in other vehicles.

Taking advantage of darkness and the nearby paddy field, the terrorists
escape.

Sub Inspector Ram Swaroop and Constable K. Rajaiah who were fatally
wounded succumbed to their injuries in the hospital.

The six injured are Naik Bisha m -ber Dutt, Lance Naik P. C. Bhatt and
Constables S. K. Bhairgi, S. Rama Moorthy, B. R. Naik and Keshav Singh.
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The CRPF Director General Shri P. G. Halarnkar visiting an injured jawan in hospital.

DG visits injured jawans

The CRPF Director General Shri P.G. Halamkar assured the injured
personnel of 10th Battalion, CRPF in the S. G. T. B. Hospital in Amritsar on
October 4, 1989 that they would not be invalidated but given alternative
jobs in CRPF after recovery.



The DG had rushed to Amritsar to see the jawans who were injured j in
an explosion near Kotla Dholesha village in Amritsar on October 2, 1989.

After visiting the site of explosion, he went to the hospital where the ten
jawans lay admitted. He gave them cash grants for their diet and other
expenses. To those who were seriously injured, he assured that they would
be posted to their places of choice.

Shri Halamkar addressed a Sainik Sammelan and congratulated the
officers and men for their excellent work. He informed them that orders had
already been placed for supply of bullet proof vests, night vision devices
and other essential equipments for the CRPF men deployed in the Punjab.

KCF GANG WIPED OUT

A gang of eight hardcore terrorists of the outlawed Khalistan Commando
Force was wiped out after a five-hour long gun battle with a combined party
of 4th Battalion, CRPF and the civil police in village Jhanduwala in
Ferozpur on September 8, 1989.

In a special operation carried out in the area, the farm house of one
Major Singh was surrounded. When the inmates were asked to come out,
they fired at the CRPF men.

After about five hours of gun deul, all the eight terrorists who were in the
farmhouse were killed. Among those killed was Sukhjinder Singh Deep
Singhwala, a dreaded terrorist responsible for 22 killings. He carried a
reward of Rs 40,000 on his head.

A search of the area yielded 7 AK-47 rifles with 10 magazines and 1330
rounds, 2 grenades, two detonator sets and a cyanide packet.

The Director General of Punjab Police, who visited the site of encounter
announced a cash reward of Rs. 20,000 to the CRPF personnel for
‘barakhana.’

One terrorist killed

Personnel of 36 Battalion, CRPF killed one terrorist and recovered a
foreign-made pistol with a magazine and 5 rounds after an encounter near
Otian Nabinpura canal bridge in Verka in Amritsar on September 7, 1989.



Two CRPF Sections with civil police were in ambush near the bridge
when they challenged two youths approaching them.

The two fired at the ambush party, which was returned resulting in the
death one. The other escaped under cover of darkness.

Top terrorist held, commits suicide

The self-styled Chief General of the Khalistan Commando Force
Kamaljit Singh, who carried a reward of Rs. 1 lakh was apprehended by a
joint party of 32 Battalion, CRPF and civil police in Jalandhar on October
18, 1989. He committed suicide by consuming cyanide, a little later.

The combined party had encircled a house in Urban Estate on receipt of
information that some terrorists were staying there. Two suspects were
rounded up.

While being taken to the police station, one of them jumped out and ran
into the by - lanes. Though warned, he continued running. After a chase of
about 400 yards, he was shot dead. He was later identified as Nirmal Singh,
a dreaded terrorist who carried a reward of Rs. 50,000.

Meanwhile the other terrorist, Kamaljit Singh committed suicide.

Top BTKF man killed

Self-styled Lt. General Gurmukh Singh of the outlawed BTKF was killed
in an encounter with the personnel of 8 Battalion, CRPF in Gujarpura area
of Amritsar on August 12, 1989.

The CRPF men were carrying out search operations in the area when
they were fired upon. In the ensuing exchange of fire, two terrorists were
killed, one of whom was identified as Gurmukh Singh of BTKF.

An AK-47 rifle with 8 magazines, an AK-47 rifle, a Chinese Mauser
pistol and a huge quantity of fired cases were recovered.

A search of an abandoned tube-well in the area by the CRPF men
resulted in the recovery of 1 MMG with 425 rounds, an AK-47 rifles with
450 rounds and a Thomson Gun. These were dug out from underneath the
earth.



Ambush Claims Two Lives

Two jawans of 79 Battalion, CRPF laid down their lives when a vehicle
in which they were travelling was ambushed by terrorists near Bohri Kadal
in Srinagar on July 13, 1989. The two were Constables Bhopal Singh and K.
Sankaran.

Ten other jawans were seriously wounded.

One Terrorist Killed, Another Injured

A huge haul of arms and ammunition were recovered by a mobile patrol
of 41 Battalion, CRPF following an encounter, in which one terrorist was
killed and another injured in Patti on August 14, 1989.

The CRPF men alongwith the SHO of Patti were patrolling the area
between Bamniwala and Aboke villages, when they came under heavy fire
from terrorists.

The fire was returned resulting in the death of one and injuries to
another, who was arrested.

Nine rockets, 4 grenades, 2 detonators, a Mauser pistol, and an AK-47
rifle with a magazine and 750 rounds were recovered.

One Killed, MMG Recovered

One terrorist was killed when an ambush party of 72 Battalion, CRPF
and civil police exchanged fire with three scooter borne terrorists in Punjab
on August 16, 1989. Two others escaped.

A Medium Machine Gun (MMG) with 25 rounds were recovered from
the spot of encounter.

3 terrorists killed, CRPF Commandant injured

Three terrorists were Kkilled in an encounter with personnel of 33
Battalion, CRPF men near Kha-door Sahib village in Amritsar on August 6,
1989.



The Commandant of the unit Shri N. N. Mishra, a company commander
and a civil police Deputy Superintendent were injured in the exchange of
fire.

The CRPF personnel were fired upon, when they were approaching a
‘dera’ in Voin Puin. The fire was returned. Reinforcements soon arri-ved
and the three terrorists killed in the encounter. The three were identified as
Lakhwinder Singh, Gurmej Singh and Balkar Singh.

A 9 mm pistol, a .38 revolver, an S. L. Rifle with 3 magazines and 72
rounds and 2 AK-47 rifles with 5 magazines and 125 rounds were recovered
from them.

Commandant escapes bid on life

Shri R.K. Singh, Commandant, 4 Battalion, CRPF sustained bullet
injuries on his chest when he, alongwith his party was ambushed by
terrorists on Zira-Ferozpur road on September 14, 1989.

The officer was returning after conducting special operations in
Fatehgarh Sabra area.

A Head Constable suffered minor injuries.

Hardcore killed

A terrorist Jasbir Singh alias Pinka who carried a reward of Rs. 30,000
on his head was shot dead in an encounter by a naka party of 61 Battalion,
CRPF in Sidhwanbet in Jalandhar on August 28, 1989.

Around midnight, the naka party asked an approaching Sikh youth to
stop. On this he fired at the CRPF men, which was returned.

He was killed in the shoot-out. A.32 revolver and six rounds were
recovered from him.

CRPF officer loses life in ambush



G. C. Sharma

Shri G.C. Sharma, Deputy Superintendent of Police, 73 Battalion, CRPF
laid down his life at the altar of duty in an ambush in Amritsar on October
12, 1989. Constable Balbir Singh also breathed his last after having been hit
by bullets.

While on mobile patrolling duty in Majitha police district of Amritsar,
Shri Sharma was moving towards his Company headquarters in Mehta from
Tarsika, when the terrorists ambushed the 3-vehicle convoy near Nawa
Tandel village.

The officer sitting in the last vehicle—a jeep—was hit, when terrorists
opened fire from behind a school wall. Constables Balbir Singh and Attar
Chand sitting in the same jeep were also injured.

The protection parties in the jeep and the other two vehicles returned the
fire. After an exchange of fire for about five minutes, the terrorists escaped
under cover of darkness.

The injured officer and the two Constables were immediately evacuated
to Beas Hospital where Shri G. C. Sharma and Constable Balbir Singh
breathed their last. Constable Attar Chand has since recovered.




Two dreaded terrorists killed

Two dreaded ‘A’ category terrorists, Ranjit Singh alias Rana and Pran
Singh alias Prema, each carrying a reward of Rs. 50,000 were killed in an
encounter with a combined party of 11th Battalion, CRPF and the civil
police in Cehaktaryal village of Hoshiarpur on August 21, 1989.

When the CRPF-civil policemen had encircled the house in which the
two terrorists were hiding, they were fired upon.

The exchange of fire that ensued thereafter lasted three hours, at the end
of which, the two hardcores were found dead.

Two AK-47 rifles with four magazines and 360 rounds were recovered
from the dead terrorists.

Four of BTKF shot dead

Personnel of 8 Battalion, CRPF shot dead four terrorists in an encounter
near Chak Sikander in Amritsar on August 18, 1989.

The CRPF men accompanied by a terrorist Randhir Singh, who was
apprehended earlier, were on their way to recover arms and ammunitions
when they were fired upon.

In the encounter Randhir Singh and three others were killed. Two of
them were identified as Sukhdev Singh, the self-styled area commander and
Gurmit Singh.

Following arms and ammunition were recovered: 1 MMG, 1 box type

magazine, 1 AK-47 rifle with 2 magazines and 150 rounds and 1 Thomson
gun with 250 rounds.

Two terrorists killed

Two terrorists, Kashmir Singh and Gajjan Singh, the latter a self-styled
Lt. General of the outlawed Bhindrawale Task Force (B.T.F.) were killed by
men of 4th and 13th Battalions, CRPF in two encounters near Khadoor
village in Amritsar on October 4 and 5, 1989.

A convoy of five vehicles was proceeding to Zira from Makhu, when the
leading vehicle was attacked with heavy fire by the terrorists from a nearby



sugarcane field.

The driver having been hit in the very first burst, lost control of the
vehicle which served to the right and came to a halt. Head Constable
Chander Bhan and Constable Moti Lal Purti who were sitting in the rear of
the vehicle were hit on their heads. They died instantaneously.

The personnel in other vehicles, meanwhile, got down and fired towards
the terrorists. They also encircled the sugarcane field from which the
terrorists fired. With darkness descending in the area search of the sugarcane
field was put off for the next morning.

When re-inforcement from the 4th and 13th Battalions arrived the
following morning, the search operation was launched. The initial efforts of
the CRPF men to enter the field was thwarted by a terrorist who fired a long
burst of rounds. Constables Ashok Kumar and Amanullah Khan were
iniured.

The place where the terrorist was supposedly hiding was then subjected
to grenade and mortar bomb firing. In the subsequent search of the area one
terrorist was found dead. An AK-47 rifle with magazine was recovered from

his body.

Another terrorist who was injured in the initial exchange of fire the
previous evening was subsequently found dead in Killi Bodra village, about
two kilometers from the spot of ambush. He was identified as the self-styled
Lt. General Gajjan Singh.

They are no more

With sorrow, we offer our condolence to the bereaved families of
following CRPF men who lost their lives in September and October this
year :

Deputy Superintendent of Police G. C. Sharma (73 Battalion); Inspector
K. A. Nair (58 Battalion); Sub Inspector Ram Swaroop (10 Battalion); Sub
Inspector (Recruit) P. S. Meena (48 Battalion); Assistant Sub Inspectors
Rampal (GC, Pinjore) and Vasudevan Pillai (GC, Gauhati); Head
Constables Chander Bhan (4 Battalion), Rama-dhar Rai (82 Battalion),
Chandan Singh (GC-II Ajmer), Pati Ram (7 Battalion), Hansraj (52



Battalion); Ram Babu Choudhary (72 Battalion), M. A. Khan (1 Sig
Battalion), Hazari Singh (1 Battalion), Pratap Singh (16 Battalion), Shyalu
Singh (28 Battalion), Pritam Singh (10 Battalion), and Ajit Singh (87
Battalion); Naiks P. V. Jacob (2 Signal Battalion), Maya Shankar (26
Battalion), Shiv Nath (67 Battalion), K.P.P. Kurup (3rd Sig Battalion); and
Gyan Chand (1st Battalion); Lance Naiks Sham Sher Ali (GC,
Gandhinagar), Prem Dass (67 Battalion), C.K. Jose (79 Battalion), and Gaja
Singh (19 Battalion); Constables Rajaiah (10 Battalion), Moti Lal Purty (4
Battalion), Duku Lal Boga (18 Battalion), Balbir Singh (73 Battalion),
Ramesh Chander Sharma (72 Battalion), Bachan Lal (GC, Pinjore), M.
Gang-adhar (GC Nagpur), P. N. Bhutanal (29 Battalion), Hanuman Singh
(GC, Imphal), Parveen Bora (81 Battalion), Govind Ram Kala (66
Battalion), Shyam Singh (67 Battalion), Shyam Sunder Pandey (67
Battalion), Ram Singh (61 Battalion), Deep Singh (67 Battalion), Yashpal
Singh (44 Battalion), G.R. Pillai (51 Battalion), Makrand Singh (60
Battalion), Velayudan Pillai (73 Battalion), Jagan Nath Rawat (75
Battalion); Sunil Dutt Sharma (88 Battalion), Kartik Charan Naik (41
Battalion), Suchinder Singh (34 Battalion), Cooks Jawala Prasad (77
Battalion) and Khusal Mani (GC Rampur), Peon Gulam Nabi Shah (O/O the
DIGP Srinagar), Washerman Satya Narayan (GC, Hyderabad), Water
Carriers Mohd Hussain (21 Battalion) and Madan Mohan Mishra (62
Battalion) and Ward Boy Balwant Singh (Group Centre (PKE)
Gandhinagar).

Cheques presented to widows

The Director General of CRPF Shri P. G. Halarnkar presented cheques of
Rs. 1 lakh each to the widows of late Constables Bachha Prasad and Raghav
Shah at a solemn function organised in the CRPF Group Centre in Mokama-
ghat on September 27, 1989.

These amounts are the ex-gratia payments made by the Punjab
Government to next of kin of all those CRPF men killed in action in that
State.

While Constable Raghav Shah died in an encounter with terrorists near
Mallah village on March 16, 1989, Constable Bacha Prasad was killed in an
ambush laid by the terrorists near Muchal village on December 31, 1988.



Also present on the occasion were the IGP of Eastern Sector Shri Pratap
Singh and Additional DIGP of Group Centre, Moka-maghat Shri D.K. Suri.

Earlier, Shri Halarnkar inaugurated a 30-bedded hospital in the campus.

Risk Fund Benefits

A total of Rs. 15,13,000 were paid to the next of kin of 47 CRPF
personnel who died during September and October this year. This includes
Rs. 10,000 paid from the Central Welfare and Benevolent Funds in each
case.

Another sum of Rs. 4,05,000 were paid to 27 CRPF personnel
invalidated during this period.

Intraocular lens implantation at Base Hospital-I
Intraocular lens implantation done in the eyes of Lance Naik Huilgol of
55 Battalion has improved his vision of right eye from 6/60 to 6/6.

This implantation was carried out after cataract operation at Base
Hospital-I in New Delhi on August 16, 1989.

Hypertension detection camp

Base Hospital-I organized a hypertension detection-cum-health education
camp at the Detachment Hospital in R.K. Puram, New Delhi on August 26,
1989.

Top terrorist held

The 10th Battalion, CRPF personnel apprehended a self-styled General
—Karnail Singh—and killed another terrorist in an encounter nea a bridge
between Bengali Nikki and Chachawali villages of Amritsar on August 22,
1989.

The CRPF men in an ambush, asked four men approaching them to stop.
On this, the four fired at the ambush party, which was returned.

One terrorist was killed in the exchange of fire while others escaped.



During a subsequent search of the area, one terrorist was apprehended
who was later identified as self-styled General Karnail Singh. Huge quantity
of arms and ammunition were recovered.

The Martyrs Remembered

Personnel of the Central Reserve Police Force paid homage to the police
martyrs on the occasion of the Police Commemoration Day at a solemn
function at the CRPF campus in Jharoda Kalan in New Delhi on October 21,
1989.

Among those who placed wreaths at the martyr’s memorial were the
CRPF Director General Shri P.G. Halarnkar; Additional Director General
Shri P. S. Bhindar; IGP, (HQ) Shri B. J. S. Sial; IGP, Northern Sector Shri
C. S. Dwivedi; IGP, Southern Sector Shri D.R. Karthikeyan; IGP, North
Eastern Sector Shri M. P. Singh, IGP North Western Sector Shri Joginder
Singh and IGP (Operations) Amritsar, Shri K.R.K. Prasad.

Names of eighty CRPF officers and men alongwith other State and
Central Police personnel killed were read out and a two minute silence
observed. The list included the name of Shri Avtar Singh Chhetra, an
Assistant Commandant of CRPF who was on deputation to Punjab Police as
Superintendent of Police (Operations) of Taran Taran Police district in
Punjab. He was killed in an encounter with terrorists in Tarn Taran in June
this year.
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The Director General of CRPF Shri P. G. Halarnkar laying wreath at the memorial in New Delhi.



The Police Commemoration Day is observed by all the police forces of
the country in memory of the ten CRPF men who were killed at Hot Springs
in Ladakh by Chinese intruders on October 21. 1959.

The treacherous attack on the CRPF jawans served as an eye opener to
the Indian leaders. For, after about three years the Chinese launched a full
scale war on the Indian borders.

The ten CRPF men who were killed are Constables Iman Singh and
Puran Singh (both of 1st Battalion), Narbu Lama, Beg Raj Mal and Makhan
Lal (all of 2nd Battlion), and Shiv Nath Prasad, Hangjit Subba, Dharam
Singh, Sarwan Singh and Tshering Narbu (all of the 3rd Battalion).

A little before the full scale Chinese aggression in 1962, the CRP men
completed the construction of a memorial to their brave comrades at Hot
Springs, with the voluntary contributions of all policemen of the country.

The historic decision of observing October 21 as the Police
Commemoration Day was taken at a meeting the Inspectors General of
Police of all State and Central Police Forces at Patna in January 1960.

Vignettes from the Golden Jubilee
Celebrations



Shri S.S. Ray, the Governor of Punjab releasing the CRPF commemorative stamp in Chandigarh
on July 27, 1989.



Kum Kumudben Joshi the Governor of Andhra Pradesh has a word with the cycle expedition
members before flagging them off from Hyderabad on October 6, 1989.



Dr. P. C. Alexander, the Governor of Tamilnadu releasing the CRPF commemorative stamp in
Madras on July 27, 1989.
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The Rajasthan Chief Minister Shri S. C. Mathur hands over the ‘mashal’ to Shri Kirpal Singh at
Jaipur on its way to New Delhi;
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The CRPF Director General Shri P. G. Halarnkar flags off the Golden Jubilee Run at Vijay
Chowk in New Delhi on September 30, 1989.

To mark the Golden Jubilee celebrations of the CRPF, a
number of functions were organized in different parts of the
country during September and October this year.

The mashal rally originated from Neemuch, the birth place
of CRPF and concluded at New Delhi after a 716-kilometer
journey, passing through three states.

Cycle expeditions were flagged off from Srinagar,
Durgapur, Hyderabad and Gandhinagar. These converged in
New Delhi.

Golden Jubilee runs were organized in Madras, Jammu,
Calcutta, Gauhati, Neemuch and New Delhi.

These attracted large crowds and were a grand success.
Reports on these events follow,




Golden Jubilee Celebrations

MASSIVE TURN OUT FOR
SHORT RUNS

A massive turn out of runners marked the Golden Jubilee Short Distance
Runs held in New Delhi, Calcutta, Jammu, Neemuch, Madras and Gauhati
on September 30,1989.

In the Capital, nearly six thousand participants including women and
children turned up for the race from Vijay Chowk to National Stadium.

The run was flagged off by the CRPF Director General Shri P. G.
Halarnkar.

Shri Santosh Mohan Dev, Minister of State for Home Affairs gave away
the prizes to the runners.

The winners among men’s section were Kartar Singh, Ram Karan and I.
D. Ramesh in that order. All three are from 68 Battalion.

Suresh Bala (Delhi Police), Sunita Pran (Daulat Ram College) and
Urbashi Bisht (Nutan Marathi School) bagged the first three prizes in
women’s section.

Among the children, Jaspal Singh emerged winner while Vijay Laxmi,
the daughter of former wrestler Shri Dewan Singh, Dy S P was second.
Nirwati was third.

Madras

In Madras, the Minister of State for Home Shri P. Chidambaram flagged
off over 400 participants from the Light House on Marina Beach.

The run concluded at Madras Medical College Stadium where Shri D. R.
Karthikeyan, IGP, Southern Sector gave away the prizes.

The prize winners were: 1. C. Pannir 2. Chandrasekharan 3. Janaki
Raman, in men’s section, 1. Alpho-nsa Rayan 2. C. Amudha 3. M. Shirley,
in women'’s section and 1. C. Sivakumar 2. P. L. Vikraman and 3. Ramesh,



in children’s section.

The Minister of State for Home, Shri Santosh Mohan Dev presents the prize to Kartar Singh who
win the Golden Jubilee Run among men in New Delhi.

Jammu

Dr. Farooq Abdullah, the Chief Minister of Jammu and Kashmir flagged
off the runners from Amar Mahal Gate in Jammu.

Addressing the participants numbering about a thousand, Dr. Abdullah
lauded the role of CRPF in combating subversives in the State.

At the conclusion of the run at M. A. Stadium, the Chief Minister gave
away the prizes.

The prize winners in the three categories were : 1. G. H. Khan 2.
Subhash Chander 3. Randhir Singh, in men’s section; 1. Manju 2. Sunita
Ahlawat 3. Bindya Dogra in women'’s section and 1. Raghu Gandra 2. Rohit
3. Sanjeev, in children’s category.

Gauhati

Over 4,000 runners congregated at the Dispur Secretariat ground in
Gauhati for the run which was flagged off by Shri Harideo Joshi, the



Governor of Assam. He later gave away the prizes at the Khana-para
Veterinary College.

Satya Narain won the race in men’s section followed by Pavitra Chutia
and Birendra Chandra Nath. In the women’s section, Nomi Khan led while
Raino Rongpi and Deepti Sonwal settled for the next two spots. Subir
Kundu, Hemanda Talu-kdar and Nawakant Burman were the prize winners
in that order in the children’s section.

Calcutta

Renowned footballer Chuni Gos-wami flagged off about, 1000 runners
from the Brigade parade ground in Calcutta.

Shri Subhash Chakraborthy, Minister of State in West Bengal
Government gave away the prizes at Fort William Stadium, where the race
concluded.

Mumtaz Begum, the daughter of a CRPF Constable—M. A. Hai—was
the first woman to hit the finish line. Asha Mehta and Piyus Aggarwal had
to stay content in next two spots in women’s section. Among men, Tarun
Kanti Ghosh was an easy winner with Subyendu Bose and Gautam Das
trailing in next two positions.

Ramawtar Yadav, Dashrat Kumar Rajwar and Shri Ram Thakur got the
first three places in that ranking, among children.

Neemuch

Shri Haider Ali Dairki flagged off the runners at Neemuch’s Lion Park
square.

Shrimati Gurmit Bahad gave away the prizes at Mehta Stadium where
the race ended.

The winners : Mannu Nath, Nitin Kalarhi and N.R. Pillai among men;
Pushplata, Damyanti and Mithila Lone among women and Dharmen-dra,
Khubi Ram and Chetan among children.

MASHAL RALLY CHEERED



ALL THE WAY

As part of the Golden Jubilee celebrations, a ‘mashal rally’ was
organized to cover 716 kilometer from Neemuch to New Delhi.

The honour of running the first lap of the rally went to Shri Gurbachan
Singh Randhawa, Commandant—-the first Indian athlete to be awarded the
prestigious Arjuna Award. He had represented the country in Rome
Olympics in 1960 and in Tokyo Olympics in 1964.

Shri P.S. Bhindar, the Additional Director General of CRPF handed over
the torch to Shri Randhawa at an impressive ceremony at Mehta Stadium in
Neemuch on October 8, 1989.

Followed by 63 athletes, Shri Randhawa ran a full lap in the Stadium
before coming out. Then began the long journey of the mashal through the
busy roads of Neemuch where the people cheered the runners. Among the
mashal rally runners were nine Mahila Constables and Smt. Aparajita,
Deputy Superintendent of Police of Mahila Battalion.

The CRPF man—then and now. At Ajmer during the course of Mashal Rally



At Nimbahera, the runners were given a reception by the civil authorities
and J.K. Cement Works.

On its reaching Chittorgarh in the evening, the District Collector of
Chittorgarh received the rally. The following morning, he flagged off the
runners.

On October 10, the mashal rally was flagged off from Bhilwara by the
District Magistrate. At Gulab-pura, the runners were treated to a warm
reception by Mayur Mills. Having been flagged off the following morning,
the rally reached the Vijay Laxmi Park at Ajmer the same evening, passing
through the streets of Ajmer to loud cheers from the local population. A
civic reception was held at the park where the Rajasthan Forest Minister
Shri Govind Singh Gurjar extolled the role of CRPF in maintaining law and
order in the country.

Shri D. R. Karthikeyan, IGP of CRPF’s Southern Sector flagged off the
rally from Ajmer on October 12. On reaching Dudu, Shri P.C. Jain the
President of Dudu Marketing Committee received the mashal rally.

On October 13, the rally was flagged off from Dudu. A reception was
organized at the M.D.J. Senior Higher Secondary School at Jaipur when the
rally reached there. In an impressive function, the Rajasthan Irrigation
Minister Shri Shish Ram Ola welcomed the participants in rally. Also
present at the function was Dr. G. P. Pilania, the Director General of
Rajasthan Police.

The Rajasthan Chief Minister Shri Shiv Charan Mathur flagged off the
rally on October 14 from the Sawai Man Singh Stadium.

On arrival at Virat Nagar, the runners were garlanded by Shri Inder Raj
Singh, the Pradhan of Panchayat Samiti. The following morning, they were
flagged off for Alwar where a public reception was arranged at R.R. College
Stadium.

The Rajasthan Home Minister Shri Ashok Gehlot was the Chief Guest at
the reception. Other Ministers of Rajasthan cabinet present at the reception
were Shri Sujan Singh (Fisheries), Shri Ashik Ali Tak (Information and
Public Relations) and Madhav Singh Diwan (Public Health).

Shri M.C. Yadav, Commandant, 21 Battalion, CRPF flagged off the rally
on October 15 morning from Alwar.

Passing through Sohna and Gurgaon, the mashal rally arrived in New



Delhi on October 18.

On reaching the Talkatora Stadium, Shri Gurbachan Singh Randhawa
handed over the mashal to the Minister of State for Home Affairs Shri P.
Chidambaram.

The arrival of the mashal rally at the stadium marked the opening of the
All-India CRPF Gold Cup basketball tournament. The mashal rally was
sponsored by Premier Tyres.

Prominent sportspersons who participated in the rally were Shamsuddin,
Rasdeo Singh, Ram Bhagat, Kirpal Singh, Sita Keshav (all athletics),
Tejinder Singh Dhillon (shooting) and Mohinder Lal and Ranjeet Singh
(swimming).
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Shri R.K. Trivedi flags off the CRPF cycle expedition from Gandhinagar.

CYCLE EXPEDITIONS WITH A MESSAGE



General K.V. Krishna Rao (Retd), the Governor of Jammu and Kashmir garlands the CRPF
cyclists in Srinagar before flagging them off on their cycle expedition.

Cycle expeditions to mark the Golden Jubilee year of CRPF were
flagged off from Srinagar, Durgapur, Hyderabad and Gandhinagar in
October 1989 to converge in New Delhi.

In Srinagar, the Governor of Jammu and Kashmir, General K.V. Krishna
Rao (Retd) flagged off the expedition of twelve cyclists on October 13,
1989.

The twelve CRPF Jawans braved the biting cold winds as they set out
from Bakshi Stadium on their nearly 1000 kilometers arduous stretch to
New Delhi.

Shri Pratap Singh, the IGP of CRPF’s Eastern Sector flagged off the
cyclists from Durgapur on October 10, 1989.

Before their departure, priests of all religions offered prayers to fulfil
their mission.

At Hyderabad, an impressive ceremony marked the start of the cycle

expedition with the Andhra Pradesh Governor Kum. Kumudben Joshi
flagging off the cyclists on October 6, 1989.



Led by Assistant Commandant D.N.S. Bisht, the 13 cyclists covered a
stretch of 1494 kilometers to New Delhi. They covered about 125
kilometers a day.

In Gandhinagar, Shri R. K. Trivedi was the Chief Guest at the flagging
off ceremony on October 14.

A 11-member team set out on the expedition from the Police Stadium,
after Shri R. K. Trivedi flagged them off.

The people of Kherwara accorded them a warm reception on their arrival
in the town. The following morning, Shri Vehru Lalji Meena, Rajasthan’s
Minister for tribal welfare flagged them off from Kherwara. They reached
Udaipur the same evening.

On October 16, the expedition was flagged off from Udaipur by
Rajasthan’s Tourism Minister Dr (Kum) Girija Vyas. The cyclists halted at
Bhim that day.

On arrival in Jaipur’s Amber Fort on October 18, Rajasthan’s
Agriculture Minister Smt. Kamala received the expedition members. The
following morning, the Additional DIGP of CRPF Shri D. R. Yadava
flagged off the expedition.

Passing through Kotputli and Gurgaon, the expedition reached New
Delhi on October 22, 1989 where the expeditions from Durga-pur,
Hyderabad and Srinagar also converged the same day.



Shri Pratap Singh, IGP, CRPF, Eastern Sector garlands the cyclists before flagging off the cycle
expedition from Durgapur.

All the four expeditions reached Talkatora Stadium where the CRPF
Director General Shri P. G. Halarnkarreceived them. The arrival of the
expeditions coincided with the final match of CRPF Gold Cup basketball
tournament at the Indoor Stadium.

Shri Halarnkar congratulated the members of the expeditions. The Atlas
Industries sponsored all the cycle expeditions.

Modernization in 4th Signals

The Fourth Signal Battalion at Neemuch has made remarkable advances
towards modernization within four years of its existence.

Besides carrying out its responsibilities of providing efficient
communication and repair cover to the field and static units in its
jurisdiction, the unit has modernized its inventory system by taking to
computerization in a big way.

According to the Battalion Commandant Shri K. R. R. Kurup, it is the
“only unit in CRPF which can boast of total computerization of data of its



men and material”.

No longer do families crowd around the water trucks for drinking water.
The supply to even top storeys is made directly by a tube from the tank to
which a mortar is attached.

Bodo Extremist killed

A Section of ‘A’ company, 53 Battalion, CRPF killed a suspected Bodo
extremist in an encounter in Purana Tangla area of Udalgiri District (Assam)
on July 31, 1989.

The Section under the command of Head Constable Desh Raj was on
patrolling duty near a bridge when it was fired upon by some extremists in
the early hours. The fire was returned. After a few minutes, the extremists
fled.

The body of one extremist was recovered from the area the following
day.
OUTLAW KILLED

Balraj Singh, the area commander of the outlawed Khalistan Commando
Force was killed in an encounter with a combined party of 8 Battalion,
CRPF and civil police near Khatrai Kalan in Amritsar on August 28, 1989.

The patrol challenged four persons crossing a bridge at midnight. On this
the four started firing at the party.

After an exchange of fire for about 20 minutes, the area was searched.
Two dead bodies were recovered alongwith a .315 rifle and 30 rounds and a
tape recorder.

One of them was later identified as Balraj Singh, the dreaded hardcore
terrorist who carried a reward of Rs. 20,000 on his head.

CRPF Gold Cup Basketball

Railwaymen lift Gold Cup




Western Railway hoopsters were richer by Rs. 10,000 at the end of the

Central Reserve Police Force All India Gold Cup Open Basketball
tournament held at the Talkatora Indoor Stadium in New Delhi from
October 18 to 22, 1989. They trounced hosts CRPF in a thrilling final with
the score at 78-47 and lifted the coveted Gold Cup.

Western Railways led 36-26 at the breather.

Internationals Ajmer Singh and Ram Kumar were the architects of
Western Railway’s victory. Taking full advantage of his height, Ajmer
scored 26 points. Ram Kumar scored a neat 22. Siraj Ahmed (16) and Satya
Prakash(11) were the other prominent scorers.

For the CRPF, Jasminder Singh top scored with 22 points. He found little
support in his team mates. While Surinder Singh scored 9 points, Dolly Gill
contributed 6. Sabu Cyriac who had been providing excellent support in all
previous matches, could net just one basket.

The Railway boys were in their spirits right from the start. With the
CRPF men yet to open their account, the Railway hoopsters had
comfortably gained a 12-point margin. Thereafter, Jasminder Singh opened
the account and the CRPF boys made a desperate attempt to narrow down
the margin.

With renewed vigour, the CRPF hoopsters set about scoring, after half
time. They were pretty close to Western Railway score of 42 when their
own score read 38. The cops managed to maintain this margin for a while
with furious attempts to get past the Railway score but were foiled in their
attempts.

After a while, the Railwaymen powered themselves to contain the forays
of CRPF boys and speedily increased the lead margin. Once they were well
ahead, the CRPF men, now with dampened spirits despite lusty cheers of
home crowd, appeared to bide time.

In the hardliner, Punjab Police humbled Army Service Corps by 97
points to 84. Till the breather, the score read 49-36.

International Sajjan Singh played a pivotal role in the Punjab cops’
victory, having scored 46 points. Gurmeet Singh accounted for 18 and
Kulwant Singh for 13.

For the losing side, Ramchander Singh top-scored with 26 points.



Amarnathan supported with 20 points, while S. C. Mali who played only in
the first half scored 13.

b

A keen tussle in the Western Railway—CRPF final match.

Earlier, CRPF trounced Punjab Police in the semi-finals in a closely
contested match. The score 76-73. Till half time, CRPF led by 4 points
when Punjab cops had scored 40.

Sajjan Singh’s magnificent effort of 44 points helped Punjab cops narrow
down the margin but not romp into the finals. In this match, Gurinder Singh
scored 27 points for CRPF while Jasminder Singh scored one less. Sabu
Cyriac with 22 was the other prominent scorer.

The Western Railway found a berth in the finals smashing ASC



opposition by 94 points to 70. By half time, the Railway boys were
comfortably placed at 47-33.

With individual tally of 34 points, Ram Kumar top-scored for Western
Railway. Ajmer Singh and Satya Prakash contributed 18 points each.
Skipper Raj Kumar scored 16.

Amarnathan gained 19 points for ASC and S. C. Mali followed with 16.

Hosts CRPF got Rs. 7,000 for the runners-up position while Punjab
Police claimed Rs. 5,000 for the third place.

Ten teams of the country participated in the five-day meet which was
inaugurated by the Minister of State for Home, Shri P. Chidambaram. The
tournament was organized as a part of Golden Jubilee celebrations of CRPF,
this year and was sponsored by Mohan Meakins.

Apart from the four semi finalists, the other teams were TISCO
(Jamshedpur), Central Railway, Border Security Force, Central Industrial
Security Force, Corps of Signals and Jamia Milia University.

The inauguration of the meet was marked by the culmination of a mashal
rally from Neemuch (the birthplace of CRPF) to New Delhi. The famed
Olympian Gurbachan Singh Randhawa ran the last lap of the 690 -
kilometers covered by sixty three prominent CRPF sport-spersons.




The victorious Western Railway hoopsters with the CRPF Gold Cup.

On the closing day, four cycle expeditions from Srinagar, Ahmeda-bad,
Durgapur and Hyderabad culminated at the Talkatora Indoor Stadium,
minutes before the final match.

Smt. Shailaja P. Halarnkar, the wife of the CRPF Director General Shri
P. G. Halarnkar gave away the prizes.

—M. P. Nathanael

AGGARWAL JOINS CRPF ITI

et

D. P. Aggarwal

Shri D. P. Aggarwal took over as the Principal of CRPF’s Integrated
Training Institute in Wazirabad on July 12, 1989.

A diploma holder in mechanical and electrical engineering from
Gorakhpur, 58-year-old Shri Aggarwal was Joint Director-cum-Deputy
Secretary (Employment) in Delhi Administration prior to his present
appointment.

He has held top positions in some of the leading industries like the Indian
Cable Company, Jamshedpur, the National Coal Development Corporation,



Ranchi and Rohtas Industries, Dalmianagar.

In Delhi Administration, he had earlier served as Sub - Regional
Employment Officer (Technical) and Assistant Director.

Shri Aggarwal hails from Saharanpur and takes keen interest in technical
writings and naturopathy.

ITI of CRPF inaugurated

The Director General of the Central Reserve Police Force Shri P. G.
Halarnkar inaugurated the Integrated Training Institute (ITT) of CRPF at the
CRPF Campus in Wazirabad in New Delhi on August 14, 1989.

The first of its kind among the para-military forces of the country, the
institute will provide technical education to the children of CRPF personnel.

Fifty six children have been admitted in the three trades of Radio and
Television mechanics, motor mechanics and welders. The Institute has free
hostel facilities also.

Speaking on the occasion the Director General Mr. P. G. Halarnkar said
that the opening of the ITI was yet another step towards the welfare
activities for CRPF personnel during the golden jubilee year.

CRPF remain aquatic champions

by
M. P. Nathanael

For the twelfth year running, the Central Reserve Police Fore retained the
team championship title in the 38th All India Police Aquatics held in New
Delhi from August 9 to 13, 1989.

Undoubtedly, the architect of CRPF’s victory was the country’s ace
swimmer Khajan Singh. Each time that he stepped on to the starting block,
it was a foregone conclusion that the gold would be his. There was keen
tussle for the next two places. But Khajan’s powerful strokes kept all eyes



rivetted on him, thus overshadowing the efforts of other medallists.

In all, Khajan Singh, the 25-year-old Deputy Superintendent of Police
struck eleven golds, eight of which came in the individual events. Three
other golds he got for his efforts in the relay events.

Only two records were shattered in the five-day meet. Khajan erased his
own five-year-old mark of 1 m 05.80 secs in the 100 meters backstroke by
completing the event in just 1 m 05.20 secs. His teammate Ajit Sangwan
claimed the silver in 1 m 07.70 secs while ITBP’s Sanatan Haider (1 m
09.20 secs) was third.




The quartet that won the medley relay.

The other record came from the CRPF quartet of Khajan Singh, Ranjit
Singh, Premjit Singh and Ajit Sangwan who returned a timing of 8 m 51.43
secs in the 4 x 200 meters freestyle relay. The previous record was 8 m
59.33 secs, also of CRPF. BSF with 9 m 15.14 secs and ITBP with 9 m
20.07 secs trailed in the next two positions in that order.

Khajan Singh was the fastest swimmer of the meet having clocked 56.46
secs in the 100 meters freestyle. His teammate Ranjit Singh with 59.24 secs
got the silver while his cousin Surinder Tokas (BSF) clinched the bronze
with a timing of 1 m 00.27 secs.

Other events won by Khajan Singh were the 50 and 200 meters freestyle,
the 100 meters and the 200 meters backstroke, the 100 meters and 200
meters butterfly and the 200 meters individual medley.

Other CRPF gold medallists were Premjit Singh who won the 400 meters
freestyle and the 400 meters individual medley, S. Radhakrishnan who
maintained his superiority in the 100 and 200 meters breaststroke and B. S.
Ravi Sekhar in the high board diving.

The CRPF swimmers logged a total of 305 points to retain the team title
while BSF trailed far behind in the second spot with 141 points. ITBP could



just muster 78 points for the third ranking.

In the water polo championships, BSF trounced CRPF in the finals while
Punjab Police was third.

The complete results:

50 Mtrs Free Style: 1. Khajan Singh (CRPF) 0:25.78; 2. N.K. Som (BSF)
0:26.80; 3. Sagar Baba Rao (BSF) 0:26.87; 4. Ranjit Singh (CRPF) 0:26.90;
5. Rakesh Sangwan (Delhi Police) 0:27.01; 6. V. O. Rajan (CISF) 0:27.52.

100 Mtrs Free Style : 1. Khajan Singh (CRPF) 0:56.46; 2. Ranjit Singh
(CRPF) 0:59.24; 3. Surinder Tokas (BSF) 1:00.21; 4. V.O. Rajan (CISF)
1:00.71; 5. Rajbir Tokas (ITBP) 1:00.90; 6. Rakesh Sangwan (Delhi Police)
1:00.92.

200 Mtrs Free Style : 1. Khajan Singh (CRPF) 2:09.10; 2. Surinder
Tokas (BSF) 2:10.89; 3. Ranjit Singh (CRPF) 2:10.95; 4. B. Harilal (ITBP)
2:11.81; 5. Sonal Kumar (BSF) 2:16.93; 6. Prem Lal (U.P. Police) 2:17.97.

400 Mtrs Free Style : 1. Premjit Singh (CRPF) 4:36.08; 2. B. Harilal
(ITBP) 4:38.73; 3. Ranjit Singh (CRPF) 4:39.51; 4. Sonak Kumar (BSF)
4:51.58, 5. Prem Lal (U.P. Police) 4:57.89; 6. Surinder Tokas (BSF)
4:59.82.

1,500 Mtrs Free Style : 1. B. Hari-Lal (ITBP) 18:24.49; 2. Premjit Singh
(CRPF) 18:53.44; 3. Ranjit Singh (CRPF) 18:53.59; 4. Prem Singh (BSF)
19:36.09; 5. Rajiv Tokas (ITBP) 20:10.63; 6. Prem Lal (U.P. Police)
20:35.12.

100 Mtrs Back Stroke: 1. Khajan Singh (CRPF) 1:05.20 (NMR) 2. Ajit
Sangwan (CRPF) 1:07.70; 3. Sanatan Haider (ITBP) 1:09.20; 4. Surinder
Tokas (BSF) 1:09.80; 5. A.C. Pisaredy (CISF) 1:12.99; 6. Sanjeev Kumar
(Punjab Police) 1:13.53.

200 Mtrs Back Stroke : 1. Khajan Singh (CRPF) 2:23.74; 2. Ajit
Sangwan (CRPF) 2:29.16; 3. Sanatan Haider (ITBP) 2:30.95; 4. Harikuttan
(BSF) 2:39.20; 5. Sanjeev Kumar (Punjab Police) 2:39.31; 6. Ramhit Yadav
(U.P. Police) 2:41.07.



Khajan Singh receives the best swimmer trophy from the Minister of State for Home, Shri Santosh
Mohan Dev.

100 Mtrs Breast Stroke: 1. S. Radhakrishnan (CRPF) 1:13.31; 2. G. R.
Chairy (CRPF) 1:15.80; 3. Rajesh Sharma (BSF) 1:16.24; 4. L. Jetain Singh
(BSF) 1:19.33; 5. Robin Kapri (ITBP) 1:19.55; 6. Satpal Singh (Punjab
Police) 1:20.06.

200 Mtrs Breast, Stroke: S. Radhakrishnan (CRPF) 2:38.75; 2. G. R.
Chairy (CRPF) 2:45.04; 3. Rajiv Tokas (ITBP) 2:50.07; 4. Satpal Singh
(Punjab Police) 2:50.45; 5. Rajesh Sharma (BSF) 2:51.29: 6. L. Jetain Singh
(BSF) 2:54.17.

100 Mtrs Butterfly Stroke: 1. Khajan Singh (CRPF) 0:59.82; 2. Surinder
Tokas (BSF) 1:02.30; 3. Premjit Singh (CRPF) 1:05.79; 4. Praveen Tokas
(BSF) 1:08.00; 5. Ram Niranjan (U P. Police) 1:08.75; 6. Gautam Das
(ITBP) 1:09.97.

200 Mtrs Butterfly Stroke: 1. Khajan Singh (CRPF) 2:11,41; 2. Surinder
Tokas (BSF) 2:22.10; 3. Padam Pal (CRPF) 2:27.08; 4. Praveen Tokas
(BSF) 2:31.78; 5. Ram Niranjan (U.P. Police) 2:41.93; 6. Gautam Das
(ITBP) 2:45.42.



200 Mtrs Individual Medley: 1. Khajan Singh (CRPF) 2:27.95; 2.
Surinder Tokas (BSF) 2:28.67; 3. Premjit Singh (CRPF) 2,29.11; 4. Praveen
Tokas (BSF) 2:34.41; 5. Champalal (M.P. Police) 2:38.39; 6. Komal
Mazumdar (W.B. Police) 2:38.59.

400 Mtrs Individual Medley: 1. Premjit Singh (CRPF) 5:18.41; 2. T. J.
Jacob (CRPF) 5:21.48; 3. Surinder Tokas (CRPF) 5:23.77; 4. Praveen Tokas
(BSF) 5:28.16; 5. Rajeev Tokas (ITBP) 5:31.78; 6. Ram Niranjan (UP
Police) 5:56.67.

4 X 100 Mtrs Freestyle Relay: 1. CRPF (4:01.18); 2. BSF 4:04.18; 3.
ITBP 4:06.64; 4. CISF 4:11.22; 5. Delhi Police 4:16.38; 6. U.P. Police
4:16.89.

4 X 200 Mtrs Freestyle Relay: 1. CRPF 8:51.43 (NMR); 2. BSF 9:15.14;
3. ITBP 9:20.07; 4. CISF 9:37.94 5. U. P. Police 9:45.25 6. Punjab Police
9:46.21.

4 X 100 Mtrs Medley Relay: 1. CRPF 4:25.89; 2. BSF 4:34.51; 3. ITBP
4:37.73; 4. CISF 4:49.78; 5. U. P. Police 4:56.71; 6. Punjab Police 5:02.24.

Spring Board Diving : 1. M.S. Shekhawat (BSF) 457. 35; 2. Vinod
Kumar (ITBP) 380.70; 3. Hoshiar Singh (BSF) 332.25; 4. Ramesh Chand
(Delhi Police) 322.90; 5. R. V. Vairavan (Tamil Nadu) 309.35; 6. Kundan
Singh (Delhi Police) 306.00.

High Board Diving : 1. B.S. Ravi-sekhar (CRPF) 440.55; 2. T. Suresh
(BSF) 378.40; 3. Ishwar Deo Narain (U. P. Police) 350.05; 4. Subash Yadav
(U. P. Police) 305.80; 5. Shankar Nath Ghosh (W.B. Police) 275.50; 6. B.T.
Jadhav (Maharashtra) 226.25.

KABADDI TEAM WINS

The CRPF kabaddi team won the Delhi Olympic Kabaddi tournament
held in New Delhi in October 1989.

Sixteen teams participated in the three-day tournament.

Delhi dominate wrestling

Delhi Range matmen dominated the week-long Inter-Range competitions
held at Group Centre, CRPF, Gandhinagar in August 1989.



Ajmer Range wrestlers followed in the second place while Hyderabad
Range was third.

Special cash prize for students

First 20 students in order of merit in the .class X and XII Board
examination will henceforth get a special prize of Rs. 5,000. This was
earlier restricted to only first ten students.

Wards of CRPF personnel of and below the rank of Head Constable, who
secure 80 percent in tenth standard Board examination will get Rs. 1,500.

For the GOs and SOs, however, only those wards securing more than 90
percent marks will be eligible.

For the purpose of subscription to education fund and eligibility for merit
scholarship, all Assistant Sub-Inspector would be classified as Subordinate
Officers.

Inter-Range tournaments
Calcutta top in gymnastics

Calcutta Range secured the top spot in the Inter-Range Gymnastics
championship held at Group Centre-II campus in Ajmer from July 25 to
30,1989.

Ajmer and Guwahati Ranges trailed in the next two slots in that order.

Aimer win kabaddi

Ajmer Range won the Inter-Range Kabaddi tournament conducted in the
CRPF Campus in Durgapur.

Hyderbad and Delhi Ranges were runners up and third, respectively.

Ajmer Lift Volleyball Title

Ajmer Range won the 23rd Inter-Range Volleyball Championship trophy
defeating Rampur in the final played at Bantalab in Jammu on September 4,
1989.



Srinagar Range was placed third in the week-long competitions. The
Additional DIGP of Group Centre, Jammu, Shri A. K. Kathuria inaugurated
the meet while Smt. K. L. Dubey gave away the prizes.

Constable M.G.K. Kutty of Ajmer Range was declared the ‘best player’
of the tournament.

CRPF Montessori School Rules

The Montessori Schools run in all Group Centres will have only two
classes—Nursery and KG.

Minimum age for admission in nursery would be four years as on April 1
of the year.

The uniform for the children would be as that of Central Schools.

The tuition fee for the children would be Rs. 25, 15 and 10 for GOs, SOs,
and ORs, respectively. Civilians would, however, have to pay higher fee of
Rs. 50 per month.

Honoraria of Rs. 1000 for Head Mistresses, Rs. 800 for trained teachers,

Rs. 600 for untrained graduate teachers and Rs. 400 for ayahs, will be paid
each month.

Seats reserved in Engineering Colleges and Polytechnics

Wards of the personnel of the para-military forces killed or disabled in
action would be eligible to apply for seats reserved for them in various
Engineering Colleges and Polytechnics of Maharashtra.

For the degree courses in engineering colleges the candidates should
have obtained a minimum of 50 percent in twelfth standard examination
while for diploma courses in the polytechnics, 50 percent in tenth standard
board examination is the minimum requirement.

Tutor’s fee out of GC funds
Parents of wards who are weak in studies and need coaching can claim
50 percent of tuition fee charges paid to tutor, from the Group Centre funds.

This decision was taken at a meeting of the Central Committee of CRPF
Education fund in May 1989.



Gold for CRPF Judoka

Constable Muni Lal won the gold of 55 kgs category in the Third South
Asian Judo Championship held in New Delhi from August 26 to September
1, 1989.

Another CRPF judoka, Sub-Inspector Raj Nath clinched the silver of
below-76 kgs category.

Some Thoughts for you

Style is a effectiveness of assertion.

—George Bernard Shaw
Man can overcome mountains by faith.

—Mahatma Gandhi
Man is complex being; he makes deserts bloom and lakes die.

—G. H. Stern

The CRPF volleyball coach Shri Gurdeep Singh receiving the championship trophy.



CRPF spikers show form

The CRPF spikers lifted the All India Revenue Institutional Volleyball
trophy smashing the South Zone challenge in the final played at Talkatora
Indoor Stadium in New Delhi on September 28, 1989.

The four-day tournament was conducted by Delhi Customs.

CRPF boys dazzle in Nehru Hockey

Representing Madhya Bharat in the National Hockey Championship held
at New Delhi and Gwalior from July 26 to August 5,1989, the CRPF boys
posted creditable wins to reach the quarter-final stage.

In the quarter-final they had to concede victory to a superior Indian
Airlines outfit. Score : 0-4.

Earlier, the CRPF squad humbled Kerala State (6-0), Jammu and
Kashmir (6-0) and Chandigarh (3-2).
Sub Inspector Mohammed Mat-loob, the right full back of CRPF was

selected for the national coaching camp on the basis of his performance in
the championship.

Personal pay for sportspersons

All Central Government sports-persons who were granted special
increments as personal pay for participation in national and international
meets will get an amount equivalent to the lowest rate of increment in the
revised scale corresponding to the pay scale in the pre-revised scales of pay.

The Government has in a clarification stated that “they will be allowed
the same number of increments in the revised scale as had been allowed in
the pre-revised scale.”

Shamsuddin bags gold in World Police Games
Inspector Shamsuddin of CRPF won a gold medal in the 3,000 meters



steeplechase in the World Police and Fire Games held in Vancouver
(Canada) from July 29 to August 6, 1989. He clinched the silver of 5,000
meters also.

In recognition of his performance, the All India Police Sports Control
Board presented him a cheque of Rs. 10,000.

Inspector Shamsuddin was among the 9 sportsmen who represented the
Indian Police in the Games.

Records galore by CRPF men in SAF Games

All three CRPF sportsmen who represented the country in the Fourth
South Asian Federation Games at Islamabad (Pakistan) created new records
and returned with gold medals in their kitty.

Shri Khajan Singh, Deputy Superintendent of Police struck five golds in
individual events and two in the relays. Three of these medals were bagged
while eclipsing the previous marks. He clinched another silver in the 50
meters freestvle.

Inspector S. Radhakrishnan, the country’s breast stroke expert won two
golds of his favourite events. In the 200 meters breaststroke, he improved
upon his own previous mark.

Yet another gold medallist was Shri Raghbir Singh Bal, the national
hammer throw champion for the last several years. He too brought down the
previous record.

CRPF Hoopster in National Team

Inspector Jasminder Singh represented the nation in the Asian Basketball
Championships held at Beijing from September 15 to 25, 1989.

The Indian squad was placed sixth in the championship.

Olympian Hari Chand is National Coach

Shri Hari Chand, Deputy Superintendent of Police, 14th Battalion, CRPF
has been training the national squad of long distance runners since March
1989.

He accompanied the athletics team to Singapore as coach for the



Singapore Open Athletic Championship held in August 1989.

Shri Hari Chand is currently training the athletes in preparation for the
Asian Games to be held in Beijing next year.

35 Battalion Returns from Jaffna

Officers and men of the 35th Battalion of the Central Reserve Police
Force were given a rousing reception on their return to the Indian soil after a
two-year stint in Sri Lanka on August 7, 1989.

A warm send off by Maj. Gen. R. N. Bhalla, VSM, GOC 54, Infantry
Division, Jaffna Sector on August 6 at Kankesanturai port in Sri Lanka was
followed by a memorable reception at Madras port the following day.

As the two ships—INS Kesari and Konkan Shakti— carrying the nearly-
900 CRPF personnel berthed at the harbour, chants of “Bharat Mata Ki Jai”
and “CRPF Ki Jai” rent the air. The CRPF band added music to the
occasion, while the men were cheered and showered with petals as they
crossed the gangway to the shore.

Brig. N.K. Kapur of the Indian Peace Keeping Force (IPKF) who was
there to welcome the CRPF unit presented a banner with the national
tricolour and the IPKF emblem to the Commandant Shri Joe F D’Souza.
Also present on the occasion were Commodore S. Padma Sankar of the
Indian Navy, Shri P.V. Subba Rao, DIGP, CRPF, Madras, Shri M. L.
Guleria, Additional DIGP, Group Centre, Avadi,. Shri S. K. Sankaran,
Principal, RTC-II and Shri B.S. Rekhi, Principal, CTC-II.

Deployed in Jaffna Sector, the Battalion had as part of the IPKF, done
regular guard duties, frisking. patrolling and maintaining law and order.

In the course of its deployment in Sri Lanka, the Battalion earned one Vir
Chakra—the first ever in the history of CRPF—through late Constable
Thankappan Mohanan. 12 of its personnel lost their lives while 15 others
were wounded.

Better known as the “Indian Police” in Sri Lanka, the Battalion had won
over the confidence of the local population during its deployment.



Officers of the 35th Battalion, CRPF pose for a photograph with the IPKF banner and the
mementos presented to them by the IPKF authorities.



Smt. Shailaja P. Halarnkar, wife of CRPF Director General Shri P.G. Halarnkar hands over the
CRPF Basketball Gold Cup to the victorious Western Railway hoopsters at the Talkatora Indoor
Stadium in New Delhi.



Regd. No. 45950/87

The victorious CRPF Swirmers pase for a photageaph along with their trophies and sewior afficers of CRPF. Seated
in the centre in the middle row is the CRPF Direcior General Shei P.G. Halarnkar flanked by Shei P.S. Bhindar,
Additional Director General to his right and Shei BJ.S. Sial, IGP (HQ) to his left.
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